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ing extremely fertile, and rodycing great quan- 
tities of rice, wheat, and barley. They indeed 
make but little-hay, which is only uſed for the 
convenience of travellers, as the cattle are kept 
abroad all the year round. This province, which 
is named. Schirwan, produces a great number of 
vines, which are planted all along the hedges, 
and faſtened to the trees. It has alſo vaſt quanti- 
ties of wild fowl, eſpecially pheaſints ; there 
are hares in abundance, with two kinds of foxes, 


one like thoſe of Europe, but the other have 
wool inſtead of hair, with white bellies, black 


ears, and tails that are not ſo large as thoſe of 
our foxes, theſe laſt run in herds in the night 
time about the yillages, and make a doleful 
noiſe. The inhabitants uſe buffalves inſtead 
of horſes, and make them draw'in the ſame 
manner; they feed them with fenugreek, 
which they ſow, and cut green, herb and ſeed 
together, and thus give it them to eat. Their 
cows milk produces a cream of two fingers 


thick, of which they make great plenty of ex- 


cellent butter; but they make all their cheeſe of 
ſheep's milk. x : 

The village of Maſabath conſiſts only of fif- 
teen or ſixteen poor houſes ſcattered up and 


down. They are built of clay, and are ex- 


actly ſquare, with flat roofs covered with turf, 


ſo that a man may conveniently walk upon 


them, But notwithſtanding the mean appear- 
ance of theſe houſes on the outſide, ſome of 
them were handſome enough within, and the 
floors covered with tapeſtry; but the village 
being too ſmall to contain all the people be- 

| SEE onging 


—_——_—C Mk al r 9, Rm me  .. 


lan- 
leed 
the 
kept 
hich 
r of 
ges, 
{Ntl- 
here 
xes, 
have 
lack 
ſe of 
ight 
leful 
tead 
ame 
eek, 
ſeed 
heir 
gers 
ex- 
e of 


- if- 
and 
ex- 

turf, 

1pon 

)ear- 

e of 
the 

lage 

| he- 


ging 


— 


through Mos covy into PERSI„.. 3 


onging to the retinue, they pitched their 
tents near the Ambaſſador's lodgings: they 
were here obliged to be contented with eating 

mouldy ſcraps of bread found in the ſhip, an 
with drinking the muddy water of an adjacent 
torrent. | J | 
On the 19th of Nowember the Governor of 
Derbent ſent two perſons. well dreſſed to com- 
pliment the Ambaſſadors upon their arrival in 
Perfia, and to make them a preſent of two 
horſes, two oxen, twelve ſheep, twenty pul- 
lets, three pitchers of wine, one pitcher of wa- 
ter, two panniers of apples, and three ſacks 
of wheat flour; but the Governor's letter men- 
tioning only one horſe, and the Ambaſſador. 
Brugman finding his not ſo good as the other, 
abſolutely refuſed to accept of it, though the 
perſons who brought them ſolemnly - proteſted. 
that this miſtake was occaſioned by the Go- 
vernor's ſuppoſing there had been but one Am- 
beſſador; but that they being informed by the 
way that there were two, they had brought 
the beſt horſe they could get, from the opi- 
nion that the Governor would approve of it; 
yet notwithſtanding all their excuſes, Mr. Brug- 
man, perſiſted ini. his reſolution, and, contrary 
to the cuſtoms both of Pera and Moſcowy, ſent 
theſe perſons back without any preſents, which 
was ſo highly reſented by the Governor, that 
he ever after did the Ambaſſadors all the ill offices 
in his power. 5 ep 
On the 224 of November the Ambaſſadors 
ſent one of their retinue with a Perſian inter- 
Es. 2 preter 
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preter to Scamachie to give notice of their ar- 
rival to the Khan or Governor-General of the 
province of Schirwan, and to deſire him to fur- 
niſſi them with every thing neceſſary for con- 
tinuing their journey; but the Governor, hav- 
ng before received intelligence of their arri- 
val, had immediately diſpatched a Meheman- 
der, or Conductor, who in Perfia ſupplies the 
office of the Mofcovite Priſtaffs; but the gen- 
tlemen who were ſent were not fo fortunate as 
to meet him. The Mehemander arrived on 
the 2gth of Nowember richly dreſſed, and ex- 
tremely well mounted, his horſe's: harneſs be- 
ing embroidered: with gold and turquoiſes. 
He made the Ambaſſadors a: very handſome and 
obliging compliment, and offered them his ut- 
molt aſſiſtance while they continued under his 
conduct, which was to be as far as Scamachie; 
upon which they treated him and his retinue 
with ſome fruit and brandy, entertained him 
with their muſic, and diſcharged ſume of their 
ut guns, with which he was ſo pleaſed; that 

no ſooner returned to his lodgings than he 
ſent them a preſent of five ſheep, three pitchers of | 
wine, and ſome pomegranates. 

The meſſ-ngers returned with advice, that 
meeting with the Khan at ſome diſtance. from 
the city, he had given them a very kind re- 

jon, aſſuring them that he had already diſ- 

| wer a Mehr mander to conduct and provide 
or the Ambaſſadors, adding, th.t he had been 
informed that their retinue conſiſted of 300 
2 3. but that if they had twice the num- 
they ſnould be very welcome, and that he 
longed 
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Longed to ſee them. He then enquired concern- 


ing the quality and temper of the Ambaſſadors, 
and their manner of life. 

The firſt effects they felt from the Governor 
of Derbent's diſpleaſure was his denying them 
a ſufficient number of cattle for the proſecu- 
tion of their journey, which obliged them to 
ſend back their Mehemander to Scamachie to 
procure ſome from thence, - and this forced 
them to ſtay near a month at the village of 
Niaſabath. 

On the'gth of December the Tartar Prince of 
Tartu, whom they had ſeen near Terki, came to 
pay them a viſit in company with his brother 
and a retinue of twenty perſons, and the next 
day he ſent them a preſent of an ox, ſome ſheep, 
and two large panniers of apples; in return 
for which the Ambaſſadors preſented him with 
ſome ells of cloth and ſattin, a veſſel of bran- 
dy, a roll of tobacco, and a barrel of gun-pow- 


der of eighty pounds weight, which he moſt 
earneſtly defire . What gave the Ambaſſadors. 
the hi ſatisfaction at this time was the re- 


turn of their Mehemander, who brought them 
the agreeable news, that within fifteen days 
they ſhould be provided with' cattle, and carri- 
ages ſufficiefit for their journey. Accordingly 


a few days affer ſome horſes and camels arrived, 
the reſteheifgg delayed by the falling of the 
ſhow, Wiek rendered the roads ſlippery ; the 
camels, e hoofs are not ſo flat.as thoſe of 


other beaſts, cannot travel in the ſnow- without 
much hazard, and this obliged the Ambaſſadors to 
ſtay ten days longer, during which Mr. Brugman, 
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notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the Per- 


fans, very imprudently cauſed ſome pieces of 


timber that were brought by the Sophi's orders 
to the ſea fide for the building of flups, to be 


cut in pieces to make carriages for the artil- 


lery. | | 

On the 21ſt of December, two Mehemanders, 
one from Scamachie, and the other from Derbent, 
brought 40 camels, 30 waggons drawn by buf- 
faloes, and 80 horſes, when the baggage being 
loaded and ſent before with part of the reti- 
nue, there were but 60 horſes left for 94 per- 
ſons; ſome of the ſervants and guards were 
therefore obliged to travel on foot. They 
proceeded to the ſouthward, along the coaſt of the 
Caſpian Sea. | | | 

The firſt place at which they lodged was a 
village called Mordore, four leagues from Mi- 


ſabath. The houſes, which were round, like 


thoſe of the Tartars, were built of oziers and 
canes. They ſpent the night very ill for want 
of fuel, this village lying in the midſt of fens. 
The many ſprings about this place ſend forth 
their waters with ſuch violence that they never 
freeze, and the brooks which flow from them 
are full of ſwans, whoſe down is gathered 
for the Sophi's beds. The inhabitants, who 
are called Padars, uſe a peculiar dialect, which 
partakes both of the Perſian and Turkiſh tongues. 
They are Mahometans, and partly of the Turkiſh 
KR, accompanied with ſome odd ſuperſtitions : 
thus they never cut their meat after it is dreſſed, 
till it is almoſt cold, and if any one happens to 

5 breathe 
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breathe or blow upon it, they caſt it away as im- 
ure. 

8 On the ſecond day after they left NMaſabath, 
the Mehemander brought them 20 horſes more, 
when leaving part of their uſeleſs baggage be- 
hind, the whole retinue mounted on horſeback, 
and travelled to a very handſome village called 
Tachouſi, and having proceeded three leagues 
farther came to the mountain of Barmach, where 
they lodged that night in a caravanſera, Theſe 
edifices are built in the deſarts of Perſia, 
within a day's. journey of each other, for 
the accommodation of travellers. This was an 
ancient ſquare ſtructure of free-ſtone, about 
40 paces each way, and here they ſtaid all the 
following day. — 

On the 26th of December they left Barmach, the 
ſun then caſting a-,greater heat than it does with 
us in May, The baggage took the way through 
the plain towards Bakuje ; but the Ambaſſ:dors, 
with the reſt of the company on horſeback, pro- 
ceeded through the mountains, and ſtaid that 


| night at the village of Chanega, where they met 


with moſt excellent fruit and honey, but the 
water was muddy and ſtinking, 

On the 27th they travelled to the village of 
Pyrmaraas, famous for the ſepulchre of two 
Per/ian Saints, one of whom is named Seid-[bra- 
him, This ſepulchre is ſurrounded with walls, 
and has two courts like a caſtle; but though 
the Ambaſſadors. were very deſirous of taking 
a view of it, they were only permitted to en- 
ter the firſt court, in which were many ſquare 
ſtones ſet up on the end, they being the tomb- 
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ſtones of private perſons. Our Author, how- | 


ever, having an extraordinary curioſity to obtain 
a fight of this tomb, got into the firſt court, 
from thence und-r the pretence of taking 
ſome inſcriptions in his book, he got into the, 
ſecond, where he found many other inſcriptions 
in the copying of which he beſtowed about 
half an hour; when, perceiving that the Perf. 
ans took no farther notice of him, he ventured 
to dr w a wooden pin with which the door 
that leads into the edifice was faſtened, and 
immediately entering it, found many arched 
apartments: In the firſt was a tomb, incloſed 
within an iron gate juſt oppoſite to the door; 
it was about two feet high, and had as many 
ſteps to get up to it. On the left hand he ob- 
ſerved a door that lead him into a large and 
very lightſome gallery, the walls of which were 
extremely white, and the floor covered with 
rich tapeſtry, In another apartment on the 
right hand, which was vaulted, he ſaw eight 
high tombs ; and through this paſſed into ano- 
ther vault where was the ſepulchre of Seid-1bra- | 
him, whoſe tomb, which was two feet above 
the groun i, was covered with a. carprt of yel- 
low damaſk; At the head and feet, and alſo 
on each fide, were ſeveral wax candles in 
braſs candleſticks, and many lamps hung down 
from the roof of the vault; Thus our Author ſa- 
tishe his curiofity, without receiving any preju- 
dice from the ſuperſtition of the people. 
About two muſquet ſhot to the eaſt of the 
ſame village is a very ſumptuous ſepulchre in a 


rock, belonging to.a Perſian Saint named 77 


ribabba, 
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ribabba, ſaid to the maſter of Seid-1brahim. 
Both thefe places are famed for the many pil- 

rimages made thither by the Per/ans. Here 
Feral chambers, niches and holes are formed 
within the rock, in which the Pilgrims take up 
therr lodgings, and perform their devotions ; 
but ſome of theſe are ſo high, that they cannot 

t up to them without ladders of twelve or 

fteen feet in length. Our Author and two 
others made a ſhift, however, to get up to the 
top of the rock, where they found four ſpacious 
rooms; and ſeveral niches cut within the rock 
to ſerve for beds; but what moſt ſurpriſed them 
was their finding upon the very top a vault,, 
which, as well as the places about it, ſeemed 
- 4 the rock was rhade up of ſand and muſcle- 

ells. 

The inhabitants of the village of Pyrmaraar 
abſtain from drinking all forts of wine for fear 
of defiling theſe holy places, and it is obſerva- 
Ble, that near the ſepulchre of Seid-{brahim, is 
a large ciſtern of 52 feet in length, and 20 feet in 
breadth, incloſed by a wall of free-ſtone, where 
the inhabitants keep their ſnow and ice. 

On the 2gth the Khan ſent to inform the 
Ambaſſadors that they might make their en- 
trance into Scamachie that day; but juſt as they 
were ready to take horſe, a meſſenger arrived 
fo intreat them to ſtay at Pyrmaraas till the next; 
and to ſhow that this was not done with any 
ſiniſter deſign, he brought a preſent of wine, 
pomegranates, apples, pears, quinces and cheſ- 
nuts, and for ' each of the Ambaſſadors a very 


| fine horſe with all its furniture. This delay, it 


was 
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was afterwards found, proceeded from the Khan's 
Aſtrologers, who had told him, that it was no for- 
tunate day for receiving of ſtrangers. 

The next morning, however, they mounted 
on horſeback, in order to make their entrance 
into the city, which was at the diſtance of three 
leagues. When they had proceeded about a 
league they were met by a meſſenger who bid 
them welcome, and told them that the Khan 
would come in perſon to receive them without 
the city, and afterwards march in the front of. 
the cavalcade. Within a league of the city they 
met with thirty gentlemen, who having taken a 
view of them returned, and ſoon after they met 
with 100 more, who opened on both ſides, and 
tet them paſs through them. About two. muſ- 
quet ſhot farther, they met with another troop 
of horſe, among whom were twelve perſons 
who had their turbans pointed at the top, to 
ſhew that they were of the poſterity of the Pro- 
phet Hali, Theſe, ſaluting the Ambaſſadors with 
a low inclination of the head, bad them wel- 
come, and having kept them company for half 
a league, there appeared to the right a body of, 
coo horſemen, and being told that the Khan 
and his Calenter, or Lieutenant, were among 
them, in perſon, and that the open fields. were 
more proper for the ceremonies uſed at the re- 
ception of Ambaſſadors than the high road which 
was dirty, they proceeded directly towards the 
Khan, who waited upon an eminence for their: 
coming, and advanced towards them, as ſoon as 
he perceived them turn that way. He had on 
his right hand a guard of ſix men a ak > 

* +4 , OW: gl t 


pledged him twice. 
Moſcovite Envoy already mentioned, who was 
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gilt bows and arrows, and as many on his left 
with muſquets, and was attended by a nume- 
rous retinue of gentlemen on horſeback, all 
dreſſed in brocade, with mantles and caps em- 
broidered with gold and filver. Being come 
near the Ambaſſadors, he, contrary to the cuſtom 
of Perſia, took one and then the other by the 
and, and ordering wine to be poured into a 
filver veſſel, drank to the Ambaſſadors, who 
The Calenter and the 


now with the Khan, alſo bid them welcome, by 
giving them their hands, 

As they marched along, the German and Per- 
ian muſic led the way, conſiſting of trumpets, 
hautboys, timbrels, cornets, tabors, and a braſs 
inſtrument called kerrenai, which was eight 
feet long, and two feet in diameter at the end. 
They had not proceeded far before the Khan 
ordered a halt, and drank again ta the Am- 
baſſadors, and while they were pledging him, a 
jeſter diverted the company by ſinging, playing 
with caſtagnets, and throwing himſelf into a 
thouſand ridiculous poſtures. Within a quarter 
of a league of the city, they were met by a body 
of 2000 Armenian foot divided into five regi- 
ments, diſtinguiſned by their colours, and mu- 
hc, which conſiſted of pipes and two braſs 
baſons ſtruck againſt each other. Here ano- 


ther halt was made for the Ambaſſadors to drink, 
and at the city gate they were received by ano- 
ther band of muſic. 

The Khan, having invited the Ambaſſadors to 


ſupper, would have them croſs the court on 
horſeback 


- "— x 


ſerves, were firſt brought in, and two pages were 
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horſeback to the very entrance of his apart. 
ments; but the reſt of his retinue alighted at 
the outer gate. As the floors of all the apart. 
ments were covered with wich carpets, the 
Perfians took of their ſhoes before they went 
in, but the Ambaſſadors and their retinue were 
conducted in their boots, through three hand- 
ſome rooms, into a ſumptuous and ſpacious 
hall, the walls of which were hung with paint- 
ings of naked figures. Round a. fountain, 
which was in the middle of the hall, ſtood ſeve- 
ral filver flaggons, and bottles of wine to cool, 
and «ſeveral tables were furniſhed with all ſorts 
of conſerves. Oppoſite to the fountain, the 
Ambaſſadors were complimented with ſeats made 
after the European faſhion ; the Khan cauſing 
one of them to ſit at his right hand, and the other 
at his left. Upon the ground ſat the Ca- 
lenter, the Khan's aſtrologer, phyſician, and 
other perſons of diſtinction. The gentlemen 
and 1 of the retinue were nod on the 
floor on the other ſide of the hall, while the 
muſicians ſtood directly oppoſite to the Khan, | 
and continued playing as long as the enter- 
tainment laſted; and near the door ſtood ſeve- 
ral luſty young men dreſſed in brocade, with 
their bows and arrows in a ſhooting poſture. i 
Every one preſent ſtood with his back to the 
wall, and his face toward the Khan's and the 
company; a cuſtom conſtantly obſerved in all 
aſſemblies in Pera. 


Many ſmall tables, filled with fruit and con- 


employed 
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employed in filling wine round to all the com- 


ny. After ſome time theſe were removed, 


and the like tables covered with fine painted 


callico, placed in their ſtead, to ſerve the meat 
upon. About an hour after, the meat being 
taken away, ſome other conſerves was ſerved: 
up, and theſe tables being ſoon removed, great 
pieces of linen, which were to anſwer the pur- 
poſe of table-cloths, were ſpread upon the 
floor, on the tapeſtry. At ſupper. the carver 
came in with a great wooden diſh full of pieces: 
of a thin-baked paſte, three feet in length, and. 
as many in breadth,, one of which he gave to 
each of the company inſtead of a napkin. The 
meat was then brought in large pewter diſhes, 
which being ſet in the middle of the hall, the 
carver kneeling down, cut it into pieces, and 
divided it into little diſhes, one of which was 
ſerved to every perſon in the company, each of 
whom had a pot ſtanding by him, to ſpit in, 
— to hold bones, parings, and cores of 
uit. 

As the Governor's palace was ſeated upon 
the aſcent of a hill, they had the view of a 
vaſt number. of lamps, which in obedience to 
the Khan's orders were put up in all the houſes- 
of the city; and the Khan, being deſirous of. 
letting the Ambaſſadors fee his dexterity in 
ſhouting,  ſhewed them a lamp, which he {truck 
out twice ſucceſſively with a muſquet ſhot, In 
Mort, he at length conducted the Ambaſſa- 


dors into- a room that had fire in it, where- 
he again entertained them with conſerves, 


wine, and brandy,. of which laſt. a Perfan of 
C quality” 
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quality took ſo much, that he was the next 


day found dead in his bed. The company 
parted about midnight, and the Ambaſſadors, 


with their retinue, were lodged among the 


Armenians. 


On the 6th of — the Ambaſſadors, at 


the Khan's invitation, went to ſee the cere- 


monies uſed by the Armenians at the conſecra- 
tion of the Holy Water, or the Baptiſm of the 
Croſs. This feaſt is alſo celebrated by the 
Maſcovites, and ſome other Chriſtians, It was 

rformed without the city, maſs being firſt 
ſaid with much the ſame ceremonies as are uſed 
by the Roman Catholicks in Europe ; after which 
a ſermon was preached by their Biſhop, at the 
Armenian chapel, at which the Ambaſſadors were] 
preſent. 

The Armenians having, by the Khan's order, 
brought fifteen horſes for the gentle:aen of the 
retinue, they rode to the river ſide, half a 
league from the city, while the people flocking 
thither from all parts, went in proceſſion with 
pictures, croſſes, and banners, under a guard of 
a ſtrong party of ſoldiers, to protect chem againſt 
the * of the Mahometans, The Khan had 
cauſed a tent, very richly furniſhed, to be 
pitched oppoſite the palace, where the cere- 
mony was to be performed; and a collation fi 
was ordered to be got ready. On his left hand 
was the Maſcovite Envoy, with many other 
td and on his right hand, the Ambaſlſa- 
ors and the chief of their retinue, who being 
ſeated, the Khan ordered the Armenians to begin 
their ceremonies, which they accordingly did, 


by 
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by reading at the river fide, while four men 
leaped in naked, and ſwam about for - ſome 
time to open the waters which were a little 
frozen, A ſpaniel happening to leap in after 
them, greatly delighted the Per/frans, who, con- 
fidermg a dog as an unclean creature, were glad 
to ſee theſe ceremonies thus defiled. After the 
Biſhop had continued reading for an hour, and 
the aſſembly had given over ſinging and play- 


@ Next 
mpany 
Iadors, 


g the 


Ts, at 
cere- 


1ecra-W : ng 
of the ing on timbrels, he poured a little conſecrated 
y ** oil in the water; and after having dipped into 
t Was it a croſs ſet with precious ſtones, gave it his 


> firſ benediction, by holding the Crozier over it. 
1 This was no ſooner done, than the Armenians 
Which! ran to the river ſide, ſome of them plunging” 
at thel into it, others drinking, and others ſprinkling 
their faces, while ſome of the Khan's domeſtics: 
ridiculed them, by daſhing the water among 
order. the prieſts and women, till he commanded them 
\f che! to forbear; though he at the ſame time per- 
If aff mitted his jeſter, and ſome others, to caper 
cking about in mockery of the poor Armenians, who! 
- with ! danced about their Biſhop. The Khan's phy- 
* . fician, who was an Arabian, had the impu- 
gainſt dence to aſk the Ambaſſadors, whether they 
> had believed % Chriſt to be the ſon of God; to 
which he was anſwered, that they believed him 


S Were 


2 to be the true God; but that it was very unciviF 
lation do ſeoff at their religion, about which they ſhould 


hand! not diſpute with him. The ceremony was con- 
cluded with a good collation, at which the 


oo Khan drank ſo plentifully, that finding himſelf 
being unable to bear more, he mounted his horſe, 
begin and: left the company without the leaſt cere- 


y did, C2 +  mony* 
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mony, and all the reſt of the Per/ians followed 
His example. It is indeed cuſtomary -- with the 
Perfians to go when they have enough, without 
making the leaſt excuſe; and this freedom is 


always obſerved, both by their gueſts and thoſe 


who invite them. 
During their abode at Scamachie,, hich was 


three months, all which time they waited for 


orders from court, the Governor and Calenter 


did every thing in their power to divert them 


with hunting, and frequent viſits and preſents. 
On the 1oth of January, the Calenter, having 


invited the . Ambaſſadors and all their retinue 


to a great feaſt, conducted them through all 
the apartments of his palace, which, both in 


its buildings and furniture, much exceeded 


that of the Khan. The hall where they dined 


Was arched, and adorned with a kind of ſtucco 


work, wrought into leaves and branches, and 


from this room there was a proſpe& over all 


the gardens; but what appeared moſt. agreeable . 
to our author, was a fountain, which, iſſuing out 
of the gallery on one fide of the hall, caſt 
its water very high, and falling into a lower 
baſon, was from 'thence conveyed to another 
fountain in the middle of the garden. The 
Khan, with ſeveral of his courtiers, and the 
Marſhal of the Sophi's court, who had lately 
arrived from 1/þahan, were alſo preſent at the 
feaſt, which laited till night, when the Ambaſſa- 
dors were conducted dack to their lodgings with 

lighted torches. 
On the.18th- of January, the Steward, Se- 
cretary, and Comptroller, were ſent with the 
Ambaſſador's 
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mbaſſador's preſents to the Khan; theſe con- 
ſted of ten ells of ſcarlet, and five .ells of 
lue ſattin, a barrel of brandy, a cheſt containing 
o dozen of bottles of different ſorts of ſpirits, 
d ſome knives with amber hafts. _ 

On the 5th of February, our Author by ac- 
ident wen into a great houſe near the bazar, 
hich from its ſtructure, and the nobleneſs of 
s galleries, reſembled a college. This edifice 
e found to be one of thoſe public ſchools 
alled Mandreſa, of which there are many in 
Perſia, While he was taking a view of the 
duildings,. he ſaw ſome walking, and others 
itting with books in their yes Þ one of the 
aderis who read public lectures, coming up, 
and obſerving upon our author's cane the follow- 
ng words engraved in Arabic, In the name of 
he merciful God who ſheweth mercy, (a ſentence 
hich the Perſiant generally put at the begin- 
ing of their -writings) he deſired to have it, 
promiſing to give him a better the next day; 
but our Author refuſing to give it him, he cut 
put the word Alla or Cod, and putting it into a 
Nelean piece of paper, told him that the name 
2 ought not to be put upon a walking 
ick. 

The next day, intending to return to the 
ſame college, our Author cauſed a- very hand- 
ſome celeſtial globe to be brought along with 
him; but by miſtake, he happened to go into 
another, where he was very civilly received by 
the Profeſſors, Regents, and Students, who 
much admired the globe, and were ſurprized 
to find that Aſtronomy and the Mathematics 
C3 an 


ſaw him enter. The Mollah permitted him to 


lodgings, but he was ſo urgent with him to 
ſce it, that he went. home to fetch it, and alſo 
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in general flouriſhed better. in Europe than in| 
Perſia, where they were ſtill ignorant of the 
uſe of the globe, and only made uſe of an 
aſtrolabe, for the inſtruction of their ſtudents; 
they could, however, name all the ſigns of the 
Zodiac, and let him know, that they were ac- 
quainted with the names of many of the 
ſtars. rg *** 

At another time, he had the curioſity to go 
into a Metzid* or ſchool, near his quarters, 
where they inſtru their children. The young 
ſcholars fat all round cloſe to the wall, the 
Mollah, or* ſthool-maſter, with ſome other 
aged perſons, ſitting in the midft of the hall, 
whither they alſo invited him as. ſoon as they 


turn over the Koran he had in his hand, which 
done, he took it. back and kiſſed it, and then 
offered to him to kiſs, which he declining, 
and kiſſing another inſtzad of it, which he 
held in his hand, the maſter told him with a 
ſmile, he had done very well. Our author 
ſaw here, among the reſt, an Aſtrologer of near 
65 years of age, who was reading, Euclid to his 
diſciples. Our Author knew the book by the 
figures, and having made ſome demonſtrations 
as well as he could expreſs himſelf, the old 
man was fo pleaſed with him, that he pulled 
out his braſs aſtrolabe, and aſked him whether 
he had ever ſeen ſuch an inſtrument, or knew 
the uſe of it. Our Author no ſooner anſwered 
in the affirmative, and that he had one at his 


brought 
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Ig 
brought the globe along with him. They were 


much ſurpriſed at the inſtruments, and much 
more when he underſtood that he had made 
the aſtrolabe himſelf; and being deſirous of 
ſeeing how. he could divide the degrees with 
ſuch exactneſs, as they had no inſtruments fit 
for that purpoſe, he ſhewed' them how this 
might eafily be performed; at which the old. 
man was ſo well ſatisfied, that' he ever after 
gave him all poſſible demonſtrations of his' 
friendſhip, frequently viſited him, and gave 
him the longitude. and latitude of the chief 
cities of Aa, which he afterwards compared 
with his own obſervations, and found very 

Exact 
The 7th of February, being the 21ſt day of 
their principal Faſt at Lent, the Per/fians cele- 
brated their feſtival in memory of their great 
Patron Hali, which was performed in a houſe 
built for that purpoſe without the city. Op- 
polite a gallery, in which were the Khan, the 
Calenter, and other principal courtiers, was 
placed an open chair, eight feet high, under a 
kind of linen canopy, for the Chatib or Pre- 
late, who. was dreſſed in blue, the mourning; 
colour of the Per/ians, He read for two hours 
In a book of the life and memorable actions of 
Hal:, ſinging out his words in a loud and dole- 
ful, yet intelligible voice, except when he came 
to ſome extraordinary paſſage, or moral ſen- 
tence, when he only pronounced the firſt word, 
the reſt being ſung by the Prieſts who ſur- 
rounded him in great numbers; and at the 
end of every ſuch paſſage, one of them cried 
out 
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out, God's curſe on him bh killed Hali. When 

11 the whole aſſembly anſwered, Rather more than 

%. On his coming to a paſſage, where Hal 

N tells his children that he ſhall not live long, and 

propheſies by whom he is to be killed, the Perfe- 

af begin to weep. 

14 When the Chatib had ended, the Khan ſent 
him a ſilk garment, and then the proceſſion be- 
gan, in which three camels carried three coffins, 
covered with black cloth, which repreſent thoſe 
of Hali and his two ſons, Theſe were follow- 

A ed by two cheſts covered with blue cloth, full 

4 of the religious treatiſes written by Hali; next 

1 appeared two very fine horſes, carrying upon 

Wl their ſaddles, bows, arrows, turbants, and 

flags. Then came a man carrying on the top 

. of a long pole, a kind of tower, to Which was 

161 faſtened four ſcymeters, ſo covered with rib- 

bons, that they could ſcarce be diſtinguiſhed. 

I.̃n the rear came many men with little boxes on 

+ | their heads, in which the Koran lay open. 

The boxes were covered with feathers and 

| flowers, and the men came dancing and leaping 

f in cadence, to a doleful tune — on hautboys, 

| timbrels, flagelets, and tabors; while on the 

: other ſide, many boys danced and ſung together, 

| -clapping one another upon the ſhoulders, and 

| | repeating the name of Hali and thoſe of his two 

ſons, Haſſan and Haſein. This feſtival is cele- 

brated on the ſame day all over Pera. The day 

after the faſt, the Khan made a magnificent en- 

|| -*tertainment for the whole court, at which the 
| Ambaſſadors were preſent, 


On 
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hen On the 27th, the meſſenger ſent to /Þahar, 
han Wcturned with orders for the departure of the 
Hal Ambaſſadors, at which they were greatly re- 
and Woiced, and reſolved to amuſe themſelves with 


unting before they left Scamachie. As the 
chan was prevented from going with them by 
ome extraordinary buſineſs, he ſent them his 
untſman, with his hounds and hawks, and 


ans, Wmong the reſt a leopard, ſo well taught, that he 

hoſe Would ſtart and take a hare, as well as a grey- 

_ ound, and was as much at command as a ſetting 
ull Nog. 

next W On the iſt of Marcb, the Perfians celebrated 

pon Wnother feſtival called Chummehbater, in memory 


f the day when Halli took poſſeſſion of the 
ate of Mabomet. Upon this occaſion the 
an treated-the Ambaſſadors under a tent near 
e river ſide, and they had the diverſion of 
veral ſorts of dancing; in particular a youth 


es on Wlayed extremely well upon two little cymbals, 
Open. Mancing to them with great addreſs; and an 

and rabian Moor leaped and danced between the 
aping ercelain diſhes in which the meat was brought 
boys, Ip. with ſuch ſkill as not to touch one of 
1 the hem. The Khan being alſo diſpoſed to ſhew 
ether, Ws ill at the bow, cauſed one of the rings 


, and With which the Perfians bend their bows, and 
is two Which they commonly wear upon their thumbs, 


cele- be faſtened-to a horſe-hair, and held by a 
ie day py at above ſix paces diſtance, when he cut it 
at en- ice one after another with his arrow ; and an 
h the pple being thrown up into the air, he ſhot it with 


hrelock. 
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On the 2oth of March, the Khan came inf 
company with the Calenter to take leave of thei 
Ambaſſadors, as he was going a journey, and 
did not expect to return before their departure 
but his phyſician, who pretended to ſome ſkill 
in aſtrology, having obſerved, that the ſky told 
him it was no lucky hour to enter into the 
Ambaſſadors . lodgings, they fell to drinking 
plentifully in the court, When the Khan 
taking particular notice of a very handſome 
lad who was one of the Ambaſſador Cru/tus' 
pages, aſked the phyſician whether he were 
not a very fine boy, and ſaid, that he wiſhed 
he was his ſon ; upon which the phyſician be- 
gan to conſult the heavens again, though 1 
was neither night nor a clear ſky, and told th 
Khan that if by viewing the boy again he coule 
imprint : ſtrong idea of him in his imagina 
tion, and would immediately go and pay 
viſit to one of his women, he might infallibl) 
get ſuch. another boy, which he and his com 
pany believin, he viewed the boy once more 
and then getting on horſeback immediately de 
parted. | 

On the 24th. the Khan of Scamachie ſen 
away the uſual New-yecar's-gift for the Sophifh 
which conſiſted of ſome very fine horſes rich] 
harneſſed, ſome .camels laden with Ruſſia lea 
ther, ſeveral rich ſtuffs, 30 bags filled wit 
ſwans down, and a great number of handſome 
boys and girls. The Khan at the ſame tim! 
going his journey, left the management of the 
Ambaſſadors affairs to the Calenter, who im 
mediately after ſent to their quarters the ſu 

0 
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pf 60 tumains, amounting to 1000 crowns, as 


and reimburſement for the expences they had 
—_ been at during their ſtay at Scamachie; but 
ki 


his not amounting to half the lun, the Am- 
; told aſſador Brugman ent him word, that he knew 
ot whether the ſum was ſent from the Sophi 
pr Khan; but that it ſhould be carried ſealed 
p as it was to Iſpaban, and that he could not 
orbear complaining of the injury done them 
1ſiu n detaining them ſo long, contrary to the or- 
ders of the court; deſiring, that ſpeedy care 
ight be taken for their departure. To this, 
he Calenter replied, that the fum had been 


igh Went by his Majeſty's orders, and that he was 
Id thenuch concerned at the delay of their journey, 
couldſhvhich was occaſioned by the largeneſs of their re- 
aginaMinue, and the quantity of their baggage. 


Scamachie, the capital city of the province of 
chirwan, is ſituated in a valley incloſed be- 
ween two mountains, and lies in 40. 500. 
orth latitude. It is divided into the north 
nd ſouth city. The walls of the laſt were 
pulled down by Shah Abbas; but the former, 
hich is ſomewhat larger than the other, 
ad contains about goo houſes, has its ,walls 
till ſtanding 3 though they are fo low,* and 


pa) 
allibl 
com 


fra leaſfurrounded by ſo poor a ditch, that a per- 
d wition may paſs into the city at any time. The 
ndſomBhole city has five gates; but the ſtreets are 
ae timFery narrow, and the houſes, which are moſtly 
of thuilt with earth, are very low. The inhabi- 
ho imfſſtnts are, chiefly Armentans and Georgians, who 
e ſunſüng different languages, here make uſe of the 


WW, which is common to both, not only 


in 


— — 
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are in the ſouth city, where. is the great bazar 


Near the above bazar, are alſo two large ſtore 


. brocades, bows, arrows, and ſcymeters. The 
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in the province of Schirwan,. but all over Pe 
fra. Their chief trade conſiſts in ſilk, eith 
raw or wove, and callicoes. Moſt of the ſhop! 


into which many ſtreets enter, all of them cc 
vered for the conveniency of the thopkeepers 


houſes divided into many galleries -and cham 
bers, one for the convenience of the Mo/covit! 
merchants, who there ſell Raſſa leather, furs 
copper, tin, and other commodities; the othe 
is for the Circaſſian Tartars, who bring ſcarcel 
any thing elſe but horſes, women, young lads 
and * maids, which they ſteal on the 
frontiers of  Moſcovy, The TFews have alſo: 
part of this ſtorehouſe aſſigned them for thei 
merchandizes, which conſiſt ef the beſt woollen 
tapeſtry, filk ſtuffs, callico, gold and filve 


city has alſo three hamans or public baths, the 
uſe of which is as general in Perfia as 1 
Meoſcowy. | 
Near the city are the ruins of an old ftrong 
caſtte, upon a high and ſteep mountain, nea 
which is a. valley watered by a very pleaſan 
brook, and adorned in the ſpring with an incre 
dible quantity of tulips. Between this for 
and: the city, are alſo to be ſeen, upon a moun 
tain that exceeds» the laſt mentioned in height 
tvo chapels; in the largeſt of which is 
very high ſepulchre, hung about with many 

pieces of cloth and other rags of different co 
lours, and - alſo ſeveral rods of iron pointed 
at the end like arrows; in the other art 
ty 


{ 
| 
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Pe o tombs adorned much after the ſame 
eith anner. They belonged to ſome of their Saints, 
ſhop{MWnd near them the inhabitants frequently per- 
2azarWorm their devotions. From this. laſt chapel 
m co here is an eaſy deſcent into a large vault, where is 
eperi ſepulchre of one of their King's daughters, 
ſtore Mamed Anale Lanna, who having an averſion 
cham o marriage, and being betrothed by her father 
ſcovitiMWo a certain Tartarian Prince, laid violent hands 
furs In herſelf, In the hot ſeaſon the inhabitants 
otheſpf the city retire: to this and the other moun- 
-arcel\Main, the traders and -ſhopkeepers of Scamachie 
g lads Mtaying there only in the night, while the Khan 
on theftknd other perſons of quality, dwell there in 
alſo Ments during the three hotteſt months of the 
r theiſß ear. 
/oolle 
FF 
hs, the | 
"6 CHAP. vis 
[ hey leave Scamachie and praceed to Ardebil. 
ſtrong Their Entrance into «that City. The Manner in 
ibs * which are celebrated the Feſtivals of Kurban 
lea TY ard Aſhur.z the latter of which is particularly 
LINCIOY deſcribed, A Deſcription of Ardebil, and 0 
ris for ' ſeveral rich Sepulchres near that City, particularly 
ur- that of Shah Sefi. | 
height 9 N the 27th of March, 60.waggons and 120 
h 18 | ſaddle-horſes being brought to the Ambaſſa- 
1 Ma)Mors for the proſecution of their journey, they 
ent coſſent away their baggage immediately, and f A- 
pointeqwed it the next morning, when the Ambaſſa- 
er Y.Vor. XIV. 5 dor 


tw 


PR we; 


* 7 — 
— 
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dor Brugman, being much diſſatisfied with the 
treatment he had received at Scamacbie, order. 
ed them to depart two hours before day, when 
proceeding on foot without the leaſt noiſe, 
they took horſe without the gate. Having 
travelled about a league and a half, they came 
to the ſepulchre of another Perſian Saint, and 
being overtaken by a violent ſtorm of light. 
ning, thunder, wind, rain and ſnow; ley 


the misfortune of being obliged to endure the 


tempeſt, and to- ſpend the night under the bare 
heavens for want of their tents; and the next 
day the Ambaſſador Brugman, -finding that ſome 
of the cannon had been left behind at Sca- 
machie for want of camels, exclaimed in very 
abuſive. terms againſt the Khan and. Calenter 
in the preſence of the Mehemander, - and had 
it not been for- the want of proviſions and 
lodgings, would have. obliged the whole com- 
pany to ſtay there 'till they were brought up, 
But it being refolved to proceed forwards, they 
advanced two leagues to a caravanſera, and 
after travelling two leagues more came to the 
top of the mountain of Scamachie, on which 
they paſſed through a fine fertile plain, which 
both in ſpring and winter, is as cold as moi 
parts of Europe. But no ſooner were they come 
to the deſcent, than they ſaw before them anv- 
ther plain that extended above ten leagues, 
and was covered with a beautiful verdure ; and 
oon after, they diſcovered at a diſtance, the 
confluence of the two celebrated rivers Araxei 
and Cyrus. After an eaſy deſcent, they took 
ap ther lodgings in ſome Tartarian huts, 

| which 
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which the ſhepherds had fet up near their 
flocks, | 

On, the zoth of Mareh they proceeded four 
leagites through the plain to the village of Ka- 
flu, and by the way met with a company of Tar- 
tars, who had — up their huts, houſehold 
goods, and other moveables, with their wives and 

hildren, in waggons, or upon horſes, cows and 
aſfes. They N after very fair weather and 
x ſerene ſky, except when they travelled over the 
mountains, where it —— a little overcaſt in 
he morning, but theſe clouds were ſoon after diſ- 
pelled by the beams of the ſun. 

On the:31ft, they proceeded two leagues to the 
1llage of Tzawwar uporr the right fide of the river 
Kur, where the houſes were all built of reeds «nc 
anes, and covered with earth. The meadow 
grounds along this river are full of liquorice, the 
talks of which are ſometimes thicker than 2 

an's arm, and the juice is incomparabiy tweeter 
han that of Europe. | 

The river Kur, anciently called Cyrus, is a 
ommon boundary between the two provinces cf 
hir au and Mokan, which are joined by a 
ridge of boats near Tzawat. They had no 


Poner paſſed over this bridge, but another Mche- 


ander ſent by the Governor of Ardebil, brought 


em 40 freſh camels nd zoo horſes, becauſe they 


ould not ſo conveniently make nite of waggons in 


Walling over the mountains, and alſo furniſhed 


em with plenty of proviſions, That night they 


| dok up their quarters in huts ſet up for that 
purpoſe 


„% A 6. A..Af. — 92 * 
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1 pus at the entrance of a very extenſty 
| eath. 

4 The next day they travelled four Per/ian 
leagues over the heath, and lodged that night 
in huts as before. In paſſing along they ſaw : 
F kind of decr feeding in herds, which reſembled 
þ.'1 | harts, - but were red; and their horns being 
| without brow-antlers, were ſmooth and turned 
backwards like thoſe of the wild goat. Being 
the next day forced to leave the heath, which 
was the neareſt way, for want of water, the 
travelled to the torrent of Balbaru, where the; 
found abundance of tortoiſes that had laid thei 
10601 eggs in the fand. Some of the people, having 

1 the curioſity to crols the current to ſee tht 
Wh} manner in which the inhabitants lived on the 
Wi other ſide, found many of their children entire! 
Fils naked, and the reſt covered only with callict 
[hd ſmocks. They received theſe gentlemen - ver 
civilly, and treated th-m with milk, imagin 
"tt ing they were ſent for by the Sophi to ſerve it 
1 his wars againſt the Turks; they therefore wiſhet 
WL them all imaginable ſucceſs, and that they might 
drive their enemies before them as far as Stam! 
or Conſtantinople. 

On the 6th of April, travelling acroſs 
mountains and rocks, they were unable to ad 
vance above two leagues... In their way the 
ſaw n. any fig-trees, produced by, the earth with 
out cultivation, and at night came to a villag 
that had been left by its inhabitants. Whet 
they had almoſt unloaded their baggage, the 
were told that the country was . de 

lat 


1. 


tenſty 
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folate by the plague. The Ambaſſadors there- 
fore had a tent pitched for them in the field; 


** but ſome of the retinue took up their lodgings 
425 a in one of the houſes, where they made a large 


re, and to chace away melancholy, drank freely 
of the wine they had brought along with them. 
The reſt of the people, who did not chuſe to 
enture into the village, were forced to be con- 


>mbled 
being 


turned 


Bell ented 'rill, by the Mehemander's care, ſome Far- 
I B& aria huts were ſet up for them, which was not 
4A Te. done till late at night. | 


The next day they were obliged to travel ten 
eagues without baiting, on a continual trot,. 
and in cold, windy and ſnowy weather, on ac- 


id the! 
having 


ſee A ount of thoſe parts abounding with a poiſonous: 
* ind of wormwood which kills all the cattle 
alli hat eat of it. By the way they met a Perfian 


yell mounted, who was to be their Meheman- 
ler and to conduct them to court. Their lodg- 
gs that night made them ſome amends for the 
atigue of the day; for they took up their quar- 
ers at the village of Tzanlu, which is ſurrounded. 
ith fruit-trees and pleaſant gardens. 

On the 8th they travelled along the mountain 
f Taizetlu, and the next day, being Eafter Fun- 
ay, ſpent it as a day of refreſhment, when they 
ere complimented by their new Mehemander, 
ho brought them a preſent of dried fiſh, fruit, 
uk Schiras wine, which is the beſt that grows in 
exſia. 

On the 1oth of April, being Eafter Monday, 
ney made their entry into Araebil. Firſt a troop 
f horſemen ſaluted them, and then returned 
d the city, The Calenter of Ardebil, a perſon 
D 3 in 
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in years, afterwards met them near the village 
of Kelhoran, which from its many ſteeples and 
towers built of ſtone of ſeveral colours, they took] 
for the city Ardebil. The Calenter, having ſa. 
luted the Ambaſſadors, rode by their fide. They 
afterwards paſſed a ſpacious plain, through: 
conſiderable body of horſe and foot which openec 
to make way for them. Soon after they were. me 
by the Governor of Hraebil, at the head e 
1000 horſe, and after the firſt compliments wer 
paſt on both ſides, he rode between the Ambaſſa. 
dors. In the van marched two lads covered wit 
ſheep- ſKins of ſeveral colours, each of them carry 
ing an orange on the top of a pole, and finging 
certain veries in praiſe of Mahomet, Hali and 
Shah Se. Theſe were followed by others, whe 
in a moſt ſurprizing manner 1mitated the ſinging 
of nightingales and other birds: The timbre 
and hautboys played; ſome of the people danced; 
others ſung, and others expreſſed their joy at ſee 
ing the Ambaſſadors by flinging up their caps 
Near the city the guards were placed in two files 
cloathed in coats of mail, with feathers in then 
caps, and bows and arrows in their hands, As 
they approached the city gates, the crowd off 
people was ſo great, that it was neceſſary than 
force a way through them with bulls pizzles 70 
and within the city, the houſe tops, window 10 


ſteeples and trees were crouded with ſuch al 
came from all parts to be ſpectators of their en Ba 
trance. bra 


The Ambaſſadors and the gentlemen of theinf ma 
retinue were conducted by the Khan himſelſſ ve! 
throug 
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hrough a ſpacious garden into a noble ſummer 
ouſe, and treated with a molt ſplendid collation 


oon a very ſtately gallery, while the reſt were en- 
ſa.Nertained below in a tent erected for that pur- 
heyWpoſe. During the collation they had the belt 
h Nauſic Per/fa could afford, and a dance performed 


y archers, who held bows and arrows in their 
ands. After the collation the Ambaſſadors 


* 
o hvere conducted to very ſpacious lodgings in one 
vereWf the beſt parts of the city, which formerly be- 
ſſa. Nonged to Sara Chatxa, the Lord High Chancel- 


lor of Perſia. 


ry The next day was brought to the Ambaſſa- 
inghhe thabenick, which are certain diſhes of 
andWneat for three meals, ſent to all perſons of qua- 
vhoWity that come to Araebil, purſuant to an ancient 


Inſtitution. Thirty-two large diſlies, or rather 
baſons, were full of rice of all colours, upon 
vhich the boiled and roaſted meat were laid wich 
ſome omelets and paſtry, according to the Perfan 
faſhion. The following day a very plentiful al- 
Wlowance was ſettled for their kitchen, when the 
Khan paid them a viſit, made them the kindeſt 
offers of his ſervice, of which he afterwards gave 
chem real demonſtrations. The ſame day he tent 
Wan expreſs to court to notify their arrival at 4rde- 
bil; but this expreſs did not return *till two 
months after. 
On the 25th of April, which is the Great 
Bairam, or feſtival called Kurbar, in remem- 
brance of the ſacrifice Abraham was going to 
make of his ſon, they kill a ſheep or lamb 
before break of day, each at his own door, 
WE 


| 


formed the Ambaſladors of the news he had re 
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which they cut to pieces, and give them all t 
the poor, not even ſaving the ſkin. This 1 
done in imitation of Abraham, who they ſay re 
ſerved nothing of the ram he ſacrificed inſtead ol 


On the 27th in the evening the Khan in 


ceived of the meeting of the Janizaries at Con 
flantinople, and their killing the Grand Signior 
This occaſioned great rejoicings among the Per 
fians, who made fire-works, and diverted them 
ſelves with muſic. The Ambaſſadors followed 
their example, cauſing the trumpets to be ſound- 

ed, and the drums to beat, and diicharged all thei 
great guns fix times ſucceſſively, at which the 
Khan was ſo pleaſed, that he ſent them two flag- 

ons full of Schiras wine, and a large glaſs veſſel 
fal of candied ſugar. | 

On the 14th of May the Ambaſſadors were vi 
fited by Saru Taggi, the Chancellor of Per/ia': 
ſon, who with ſome other perſons of quality, cam 
for this purpoſe from //þahan, and were entertain- 
ed with a very fine collation,.and-the diſcharge 0 
their great guns. 

On the 14th. of May the Perfans. celebrated 
the feaſt called Aſhur-or Ten, from its laſting 
ten days. It is kept in memory of the death of 
Heſfſein the youngeſt ſon of Hali, and is peculiar 
to the Perfrans.. They fie da wetekitiel- in the 
war againſt the Ka'iph J., and after receiving 
72 wounds wi hw arrows, was run through the 


body with a ſword, It laſts ten days, from his. 
being ſo long purſued by his enemies before they 
could overtake him. During which the Per/ians 

ow 
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ow all the ſigns of affliction. They appear in 
ourning. ſuffer their beards to grow, though at 
ther times they ſhave every day, and drink only 
ater. Nothing was now to be ſeen through- 
ut the city of Ardebil, but an aukward kind of: 
evotion; the boys. running in troops about the 
treets with banners, on the extremities of which 
vere wound fnakes of paſteboard, and when they 
ame to the doors of the moſques, they eried 
Fa Hoſſein, Ja Heoſſtin, O Hoſſein, O Haſein. 
After ſun-ſet, eſpecially on the three laſt days, 
hen met in tents without the city, with lanthorns, 
orches, and oranges on the top of their poles, 
rying Ja Hoſjein for an hour together. They 
hen returned in proceſſion with banners and 
orches through the principal ſtreets. of the city, 
nd in the morning of the 1oth day, a ſolemn. 
ration was made in honour of Hein, in the 
ourt of Shah Se, where a banner was planted, 
aid to be made by the daughter of Fatima, the 
laughter of Mabomet; and the Perfians poſi- 
ively affirm, that this banner ſhakes as often as. 
he name of Hoſſein is mentioned in the ora- 
ion. 

The Ambaſſadors being invited by the Khan 
o ſee the concluſion of this feaſt, they went to 


4 his palace, when he, meeting them at the outer 
iar Nate, aſſigned them a place in the court, where 


theleats were erected for them and their retinue, 
covered with rich tapeſtry; and upon a cloth 
ho efore them ſpread on the ground, were ſet 

ſeveral veſſels of porcelain filled with ſu- 
ov ared and perfumed waters, and ſeveral braſs 
o can- 


. £m LOSES LE 


-rags dipped in ſuet and naphtha. Round thi 


ſons of the five wards, into which the city 


were ſung verſes compoſed by ſome of thei 
Perſia) in praiſe of Hali and Hoſſein ; in returi 


par, Mean while ſeven naked boys, whe 


cellent fire-works. 


interment of Haſein, carrying many banners, 


into it, to repreſent thoſe ſhot at Hain. Upon 
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candlefticks four feet high, in which were large 
wax candles. There were alſo lamps filled with 


walls of the court were 1000 lamps, which cal 
ſo great a light, that the whole palace ſeeme 
in a flame, and this was ſtill increaſed by thi 
light of many paper lanthorns faſtened to.cord 
drawn acroſs the court. The principal per 


Ardebil is divided, appeared each in order, ant 
preſented the Khan with a ſerenade, in which 


poets, (of whom there are great numbers it 


for which he preſented them with ſome ſwee 
waters, and before they retired, they wiſhe 
the Ambaſſadors ſucceſs in their intended ne 


ad rubbed their body with ſuet and naphtha, 
and ſome with vermilion, to repreſent the bloc 
of Hoſſein, danced with little ſtones in their 
hands, which they ſtruck againſt each other, and 
ſmote their breaſts with them; to expreſs their 
ſorrow for the death of Haſcin; after which the 
Khan entertained the Ambaſſadors with ſome ex- 


The next day before ſun-riſing, the Perſſa 
appeared again in proceſſion, to repreſent the. 


and leading ſome fine horſes and camels co- 
vered with blue cloth, in which were quilted 
abundance of arrows, as if they had been ſhot 


ſome of thele horſes were mounted boys with 
empty 
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pty oofſins be fore them, covered with a little 
ay or ftraw. Theſe repreſented Haſein's chil- 
en. Others of the horſes carried turbants, 
ymeters, bows,. and quivers of arrows. Im- 
Nediately after the ſun roſe, there appeared 
che lower court a great number of men and 
vs, when the firſt letting themſelyes blood. 
their arms, ſuch a quantity was ſpilt, that the 
purt ſeemed as if ſeveral oxen had been ſlaugh- 
red there. Mean while the boys flaſhed 
zemſelves above the elbow, and ftriking their 
ounds with their hands, made the blood ſpirt 
| over their bodies. In this manner they ran 
rough all the ſtreets, in commemoration of 
e effuſion of Hofein's blood; fully perſuaded, 
lat they by this means expiated their fins, and 
at if they died during this feaſt, they would cer- 
inly be ſaved. They have the ſame opinion of 
e feaſt of Hal:, and of their Lent. 
The city of Ardebil, called Arduil by the 
rks, is ſituated in the province of Adirbeitzan, 
e Media Major of the Ancients, and is one of 
heile molt celebrated cities of the Perfan Empire. 
thel is ſeated in the midſt of a ſpacious plain, ſur- 
dunded on all fides with mountains like an 
nphitheatre. Theſe mountains occaſion the 
FY eather to change continually, from the extre- 
ity of heat to that of cold, Which renders 
is city very ſubje& to epidemical diſeaſes, 
pecially in Augu/ft, when they begin to be 
Ited nſible of the inconveniences of autumn ; and 
Got. is obſervable, that every day about noon, 
hen the heat is moſt exceſſive, there ariſes a 
Lich hirlwind that raiſes a great duſt, but does 
no: 


* 
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flocks, which belong to the Turii//þ and Arabia 
ſhepherds. 


:thie, it is without walls; but as each houſe it 


ſoon after dividing into two branches, one paſſe 
through the city, and the other encompaſſes it, 


not laſt above an hour; however, for the ref 
of the day, and during the night, the weathe 
is generally calm. From this ſituation, the 
ground about the city produces neither viney 
melons, citrons, oranges, nor pomegranate; 
though they have here _ pears and peaches 
in great plenty. But the air is more temperat 
at the foot of the mountains. The above plain 
is ſo fertile, that it maintains above 60 village 
round the city, and affords paſture for large 


Though HAHrdebil is much larger than Scama 


the city has its garden planted with fruit- trees 
it affords a pleaſant proſpect at a diſtance, A 
the village of Scamaſbu riles a ſmall river, which 


and afterwards re uniting their ſtreams, they fall 
into the river Karaſa. But this river is apt tc 
overflow in the ſpring, when the ſnow begins tc 
melt ſo faſt upon the adjacent mountains, that i 
the inhabitants did not take care to divert the cur mn 
rent, by making trenches in the plain, the wholqF. { 
city would be drowned. 

Ardebil has five capital ſtreets, planted wit 
elms and other trees, which afford a very agree 
able ſhade. The market-place is 300 pace: 
long and 150 broad, having ſhops on all ſide 
and each trade its peculiar quarter, Near the 
market is a moſque, where lies interred Iman 
Sade, one of the children of their twelve ſaint 
which for à certain time ſerves as a ſanctuar 
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r criminals, whence they retire to the ſepul- 
re of Se, their great ſanctuary, which ſtands 
ry near it. On the fide of the market-place 
a handſome arched ſquare building, appointed 
dr the ſale of the moſt precious commo- 
ities, as gold and ſilver brocades, rich filks, 
d precious ſtones. This edifice has three 
ates, each of which leads into a ſtreet well 
rniſhed with ſhops, and covered over head. 
theſe ſtreets are alſo ſeveral caravanſeras, 
ſtorehouſes for the 'Turks, Tartars, Indians, 
d other foreign merchants. Among the reſt, 
r Author ſaw there two Chine/e, who ſold 
orcelain and japanned works. This city is 
ſo well furniſhed with public baths, and has 
jany metzids or moſques, the chief of which, 
alled Metzid Adine, is built upon a hill in the 
uiddle of the city; it has a very handſome 
eeple, and at its entrance is a fountain, the 
ater of which a late Chancellor of Per/ia cauſed 
be conveyed thither by pipes, from a mountain 
a league diſtance, 

On Whit/un-Meonday the Khan ſent to let the 
mbaſſadors know, that if they were defirous 
ſeeing Shah Sef's ſepulchre, he would 

ich them thither; but that they muſt abſtain 
om wine all that day, and that their ſup- 
er ſhould be provided out of Shah Se, kit- 
en. The Amb: ſſadors gladly agreed to this 
opoſal, and going thither with all their re- 
nue, were conducted into a ſpacious court 
wed with broad ſtones, and furniſhed on 
int? ſides with ſhops vaulted over. The gate 


hich leads into this court is very large, and 
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had above it a great ſilver chain, at which hun 
another perpendicularly in the middle. Fron 
hence the Khan conducted them to another gate 
which had a chain of the ſame kind, and hen 
they were obliged to deliver their arms; | 
being a capital crime for a Perſian who paſi 
it, to have even a knife about him. T 
threſhold of this, as well as all the followin 
gates, were round, and of white marble, an 
as the Per/ians are uſed to kiſs it, they were de 
fixed not to touch it with their feet, but to ſts 
over it with their right foot foremoit, Th 
court they now entered was as long, thoug 
not ſo* broad as the firſt, but it was paved 
the ſame manner, and provided with vaulte 
ſhops on both ſides. At the upper end to tl 
right hand, was a large vault, hung with t 
peſtry, and paved at the entrance with pre 
and blue ſtones. In the middle ſtood two lars 
braſs candlefticks, with lights in them, an 
along the walls ſat ſeveral Prieſts cloathed | 
white, ſinging with a loud voice, and with 
moſt regular motion, waving all together fro! 
one ſide to the other. 'They were thence cou 
ducted through a third gate, with a fily 
chain over it, into a court that was leſs that 
the former, and paved with ſmall ſquare ſtone 
of ſeveral colours. The gate by which thi 
entered into the place of the ſepulchre, wilhof 
built like a great tower, adorned with flv | 
plates and rings of the ſame metal, Tn 

vement at the entrance, which opened in sa 
a large edifice, was covered with tapeſtry, aid. 
they were deſired to pull off their ſhoes, wiidfſic, 
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e Ambaffadors having with much reluctance 
mplied with, they paſſed into a very large 
allery, covered with carpets, and hung with 
apeſtry; and then paſling through another gate, 
overed with plates of gold, entered into a 
apnificent vault four fathoms ſquare, en- 
ightened by a great number of gold and ſilver 
amps, ſome of which were three feet in dia- 
eter. On the ſides fat twelve Prieſts with 
archment books laid before them upon deſks, 
ontaming in Arabic characters, ſome chapters 
f the Koran, which they ſung, with the ſame 
aving motion from frde to ſide, as the others 
Iready mentioned. This vault was divided 
om another only by filver rails, and an aſcent 
f three filver ſteps. The Khan and the Am- 
aſſadors Interpreter having kiſſed theſe ſteps, 
onducted the Ambaſſadors? into it, who only 
ok with them four of their retinue. This 
ault was mach richer than any of the reſt: at 
ne end of it was a place raiſed about a foot 
om the ground, and fenced in with rails of 
afſy gold, behind which was the ſepulchre of 
hah Se, made not of gold, as ſome have en- 
avoured to perſuade the world, but of white 
arble covered with crimſon velvet, and raiſed 
ree feet above the ground; it was nine feet 
length, and four in breadth; and from the 

of hung ſeveral gold and filver lamps, and 
both ſides were two very large candleſticks 

maſſy gold, with wax-candles. The Am- 
ſſadors were very deſirous of having the 
_ apiden rail unlocked; but were told that no 
v1110ic, nor even the U himſelf, was permitted 
L 2 to 
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along they were followed by a grave old ma 
. who purified all the places through which the 
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to enter it. On the left hand of the fan 
apartment they diſcovered a vault,, in whid 
were the tomb of Shah I/maePs, that of Shi 
Seff's wife, and thoſe of ſome other of 
Queens of Perſa; but they were not allowe 
to look into them : the however, diſcover 
through the meeting of the curtains, whit 
were drawn at the entrance, that there was 1 
thing remarkable to be ſeen, As they we 


paſſed with incenſe. 

They were then conducted through a galle 
arched over, and adorned with gildings; bi 
without any. pillars, though it was as ſpacio 
as a large church. This was a Perſian libr 
conſiſting of manuſcripts, ſome of which 
wrote upon parchment, and others upon pape 
moſt of them in Arabic, and the reſt in 
Turkiſh and Perfian tongues, all of them e 
cellently painted, richly bound, and cover 
with plates of gold and filver, particularly 
hiſtorians, 0 works were embelliſhed w 
ſeveral, repreſentations in colours; but 
were ſhuffled together in. drawers without er 
order. In ſeveral niches on the ſides, ſtood abo 
400 porcelain veſſ ls, ſome of which were b 
enough to hold ten gallons. Sei. 

They were then conducted. to the kitche 
the doors of which. were alſo. covered wil 
filver plates, and here every thing was diſpoſ — 
in the moſt admirable order; for the water of i 
conveyed by many pipes to every part of ef 
and each cook. had his peculiar office 9 At] 
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im. Here 1000 perſons are provided for 
very day, including them belonging to the 
ouſe; and three times a day the poor have 
pottage, rice, and meat diſtributed among them. 
hile theſe diſtributations are made, they ſound 
wo timbrels, ſaid to have been brought by 
Fedreain from Medina, with the banner of Fa- 


ma. 

From the kitchen they paſſed through a 
ery handſome garden, in which were the ſe- 
pulchres of Sultan Aider, Shah Tamas, and 
everal other Kings of Pera, without any 
other covering but a ſmooth ſtone. This edifice 

as been augmented by many of the Kings of 
Perſia, ſo that it now reprefents a very noble 
and large caſtle, and there daily reſort to it a 
prodigious concourſe of people, who come thi- 
er for the ſake of converſation. The vaſt re- 
enues annexed to it by ſeveral of the Perſian 
ings have ſo increaſed its wealth, that it 1s ſup- 
poſed, in caſe of neceſſity, to be able to maintain 
x good army. Here alſo many charities are be- 
owed, and the pilgrims are furniſhed with cer- 
ain certificates, which, upon many occaſions, 
erve as protections. , 

In the ſame village is another tomb, built in 
he midſt of a handſome garden, in memory of 
Seid T zeibrail, the father of Shah Seff, who was 
only a peaſant. It is round, and raiſed ten ſteps 
Wigh : it is adorned with glaſs of ſeveral colours, 


{poland ſurrounded with iron grates. In the middle 
er vigor its roof, which is of azure gilt, is a large tower 
of ef blue and green ſtones; the floor is covered 


ich very rich tapeſtry, and round the walls are 
| | ſmall 
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ſmall vaults, in which children are educated at 
fitted for the ſervice of the ſepulchre. The tom 
itſelf is about fix feet high, made of joiner's work 
It is covered with velvet, and over it hany 
two golden, and as many ſilver lamps, that an 
lighted every night. Oppoſite to it is a ſmal 
chapel, which contains the tombs of Shah Sf 
family. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


They leave Ardebil, and travel to Sulthani: 
That City, with its Meſpues, deſcribed. Th 
thence proceed to Caſwin, and: from: thence 
Kom and Katſchan, with a Deſcription 
thoſe Cities, and of th Scorpions and: Spiders i 
Katſchan; aud continuing their Travels, thy 
gpproach the City of Iſpahan. | 


WHO" a meſſenger arrived from the Sophi 
of Perſia to conduct them to [aha 
yet eight days elapſed before they ſet out on then 


Journey ; becauſe the Ambaſſador Brugman was 


reſolved to take the cannon along with him 
At laſt, having made their former Mahemander 4 
preſent of four pair of ſables, and ſeveral ells © 
cloth and ſattins, they took leave of the Khan) 
who made the Ambaſſadors a preſent of a- very 
fine horſe, a bridle and ſaddle for each, with 
two pieces of ſattin, and one of gold and filver 


brocade, in return for thoſe he had received fron 


the 
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e Ambaſſadors, which conſiſted of a clock, two 
ictures, a quantity of Roſa Solis, and three 
air of the fineſt ſables. On the 11th of June 
eir baggage being ſent away upon 160 horſes 
d twelve camels, they followed it the next day, 
nd having proceeded a league from the city, 
ere met by the Khan of Araebil, in company 
ich che Sultan of Tabris, who conducted them 
to ſome of the huts of the Tartarian ſhep- 
erds; and after a collation of cold meats, fruits 
nd conſerves, took their laſt leave of the Am- 
aſſadors; the Perfians never conducting thoſe 
ut of their houſes, whom they have entertained 
them: 
All that day they travelled over craggy 
ountains, till they reached the village of 
hum, four leagues from Ardebil; they there 
vertook- their baggage and artillery, but were 
orced to leave fix of their largeſt pieces behind 
em, their carriages being broken in paſſing the 
ountains. 
The next day they 2 through valleys, 
which were many villages and fertile mea- 
ows ſtocked with cattle ; but on the 7 
gain paſſed over high mountains for four 
2agues together; and on the 15th, travelled 
hrough a bottom at the foot of mount Tavris, 
by the Perfrans called Perdelis, This is a plea- 
ant valley, ſtocked with wild almond, cypreſs, 
d ſenna- trees; but lying between two moun- 
ains, is very dangerous, on account of the 
1any robberies committed there by the wretches 
ho, from the mountains, diſcover paſſengers 
a diſtance, Here they eroſſed a river over 
| A 
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they had no ſooner ſurmounted. theſe difficultic 
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a bridge of bricks of nine arches. Soon aft 
they came to the aſcent of the mountain, white 
was very ſteep, and winded to the top, whe 
nothing was to be ſeen but the moſt dreadfi 
238 that made it neceſfary for them 
ead their horſes. To add to their misfortun 


and gotten to the top, than they loſt their wa 
in the dark, which was occaſioned by the Mz 
hemander's ftaying behind. This he after 
wards excuſed, by alledging, that he was u 
able to bear the opprobrious expreſſions whic 
inceſſantly fell from the Ambaſſados Brugman 
but would take care that they ſhould be ſupplie 
with all neceſſaries, which he punQually per 
formed. They rambled about Gr three hou 
and about midnight got to a village, where the 
ſtaid all the next day to refreſh both themſelve 
and their horſes. 

On the 17th, they came to the village 0 
Hatzimir, ſituated among inacceſſible roc 
and the next day paſſing between two 
ſteep hills, they came about midnight to a vil 
lage called Kamah/. A large unfurniſhed houk 
had been taken for the Ambaſſadors at thi 
entrance of the village; but finding. it deſtitut 
of conveniences, they refuſed to 3 there 
and having placed two of their guards at eac 
of the avenues which led to the village, 
give notice to the reſt of the retinue, took u 
their lodgings, while thoſe, who were alread) 
arrived, prepared to follow their example. The 
country people, however, ſurprized at thelt 
unexpected appearance, were unable ſo 2 

en 


— — - = we S 


through Moscovy into Per 


enly to remove their wives and children, and 
enied them entrance; but the retinue, half 
ead with cold and fatigue, entered the houſes 
y force, and took up their quarters in ſeveral 
ouſes ſcattered up and down on three hills. 
hey were, however, hardly in bed, when the 
rumpet ſounding to horſe, obliged them to 
iſe, and haſte to the Ambaſſadors' lodging, 
where they were informed, that twenty Per/ian 
horſemen, had ſet upon and diſarmed the guard 
it the avenues. A lieutenant with twenty muſ- 
nueteers, were now ordered out to clear the. 
ighways, and all the retinue were lodged as 
ear the Ambaſſadors as poſſible. Notwith- 
anding this, they ſtaid there the next day, 
hen they cauſed tents to be pitched ;* and on 
he 2oth, ſetting out early in the morning, 
arrived at the city of Sentan, which is without 
alls, and ſituated in a barren and ſandy ſoul. 

On the 21ſt of January they continued their 
journey by the light of the moon over a large 
plain ſix leagues in length, at the farther 
nd of which is the city of Sulthania, where 
Wthey arrived by ſun-rifing ; but the coldneſs of 
Wthe night threw fifteen perſons of their retinue 
into a fever. This city, which has an high 
mountain on its fide, has ſome very magnifi- 
eent ſtructures, and a great number of ſteeples. 
There ſtill ſubſiſts fuck remains of its former 
k ul grandeur, as ſhew that it was once one of the 
read pobleſt cities in Pera. It was built by Sul- 
Thai tan Mahomet Chodabende, and there are ſtill to 
theinf} be ſeen the noble ruins of the royal. palace or 
ſud rather 
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rather caſtle, the walls of which are built 
free- ſtone ſtrengthened with many quadrang 
lar towers; but, what exceeds all the reft 1s th 
moſque, which contains the ſepulchre of tha 
Prince, and has three gates that are mi 
higher than thoſe of St. Mar“, church at / 
nice, and are of the fineſt poliſhed flee}, T 
Per/ians confidently affirm, that the largelk- « 
theſe three gates, which faces the market-place 
cannot be opened by twenty of the ſtrongeſt men 
unleſs they pronounce Beaſt Ali Bukſcha ; that 
is, Be opened for Ali's ſake, and that on pre 
nouncing theſe words it may be opened by 
child. The roof of this moſque, which grow 
narrow by degrees towards the top, is formed 
of white and blue ſtones, on which are figure 
and characters well executed. Chodabend? 
tomb, which is at the end of the moſque, 1s 
parted from the reſt by braſs rails, and fur 
rounded with a grate of poliſhed Indian ſteel 
of moſt curious workmanſhip. Within thei 
braſs rails our Author obſerved ſeveral books 
above half an ell ſquare, written in Arabic ch 
rafters of the length of a man's finger, with 
black and gold lines alternately; he even pro- 
cured ſome leaves of them, which contain 
paraphraſe upon the Koran called The Cand 
of rhe Heart, and theſe are to be ſeen in 

uke of Holſtein's library. The tower belong- 
ing to the moſque was built in the form of an 
octagon, encompaſſed with a gallery which 
had eight leſſer towers. At the entrance of the 
moſque was a ſquare fountain ſupplied with 
watct 
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iter out of one of the neighbouring moun- 
ns. 

Another famous moſque in this city was 
nded by Shah Jingel, and has a round tower 
er its gate, and within the court a noble 
ramid ſurrounded by eight fine marble pil- 
s. This laſt moſque 1s high and well arched. 
e roof is ſupported by a great number of pil- 
rs, with convenient galleries, and a rich pul- 
tin the midſt ; and near this moſque are the 
ins of a triumphal arch of freeſtone, reſting up- 
two pillars 20 fathoms high. 

Having ſtaid three days at Sulthania, they con- 
ued their journey, their ſick being placed in 
kind of cheſt, carried upon camels; and pro- 
eding forward the two following days, they 
me within ſight of the city of Caſuin or Caſban. 
he Daruga, or Judge, who commanded there 
chief, met them without the city gates, ac- 
dmpanied by five or ſix hundred perſons, horſe 
ad foot; they alſo received the ſame honour 
om an Indian Prince, who came attended by 
dme of his own countrymen on horſeback, and a 
nſiderable number of pages and footmen, WhO 
dllowed the - chariot in which he and another 
erſon ſat, drawn by two white oxen with very 
ort necks, and a bunch between their ſhoul- 
Pers. The charioteer ſat upon the chariot, 
e wheels of which reſted and turned upon an 
on bar, crooked in the middle. Theſe oxen 
e managed as dexterouſly as we do our horſes, 
e pole being faſtened to their horns by a cord 
hat was alſo drawn through their noſtrils. 
\mong the reſt there appeared in the field 
teen 
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young ladies very magnificently dreſſed, an 
mounted on very fine horſes ; they were adorne 
with very valuable pearl necklaces, pendan 
and other jewels, and as, contrary to the Perſa 
cuſtom, they appeared barefaced, it was ſoc 
found that they were ſome of the moſt eminen 
courtezans of the city, They entertained 
Ambaſſadors with hautboys and a kind of bag 
pipes, and accompanied them to their lodging 
though they were quite at the other end of the 
city. 
Cafwin, called Arſatia by the ancients, i 
one of the principal cities of the province of 
Erak, the antient' Partbia. It is ſituated in! 
ſandy plain, is about a German league in cit. 
cumference, and contains 100,000 inhabitants 
but is without fortifications or a garriſon ; and i 
15 very remarkable that the people here ſpeak 
dialect as different from the Perſian tongue, 
the Dutch is from the German, Their houſe 
are of brick, without any ornaments on the 
outſide, but are well furniſhed within. The 
water is conveyed through pipes from a moun- 
tain at a conſiderable diftance ; but the ſtreets 
are very duſty from their not being paved. 
They have vaults wherein they have Row and 
ice to cool their liquors, and to which they re- 
tire to ſhelter themſelves from the heat of the 
ſummer. | 
This city was the ſeat of, the Per/ian Kings, 
*till Shah Tamas, or as ſome ſay, Shah Vnael, 
tfansferred it from thence to Tauris; h wasser 
alſo the founder of a royal palace, which her 
built, near the market-place, with a _ \ 
; | hand. 
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anime den behind it. Oppoſite to the palace 
rne 3 moſt delightful den half a — 
Ti compaſs, adorned with a great number of 
rfaFuit trees and ſpacious walks of cypreſs. The 
ſooforſe market has on the ſouth fide ſeveral mag- 


ificent ſtructures : both this and the other mar- 
et are full of ſhops and ſtorehouſes, where 
aſt quantities of merchandiſe, and among the 
| rubies, granates, and turquoiſes are ſold 
ry cheap. In the former of theſe markets, 
ter the ſhops are ſhut, a great number of proſ- 
tutes fit in a row with their faces covered 
ith veils, the bawds ſtanding behind them 
ith an unlighted candle, which ſhe hghts as 
ci on as any perſon appears to cheapen her ware, 


nts Wd if, after they have looked upon ſeveral, a 
nd ifrgain is made, they follow her to a place 
ak Woper for their purpoſe. This city has alſo 
„ out fifty moſques, ſeveral caravanſeras for 


zuſeW< accommodation of foreign merchants, and 
_ theſWzny public baths. 

The On the ad. of July the chief Judge of the city 
dun we the Ambaſſadors an entertainment of 
reetsWulting and wreſtling under tents pitched for 


ved. at purpoſe in the market-place, and theſe ex- 
andWciſes, which were performed with ſurprizing 
y re- tivity, were followed by a battle between 
theo rams, and the fighting of two birds not 


uch larger than common parrots, who fought 
ith extraordinary animoſity; and the ſhew was 
ncluded with their bringing in eight very 
ge wolves, which, being faſtened with ropes, 


Tre ſeveral times let out among the common 
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ople who ſtood in a circle, but were dra 
back without their doing any harm. 

On the 13th of June they left Cafwin in 
night, and on the 14th travelled through a pl: 
three leagues in extent to the village of Men 
the houſes of which appeared at a diſtance li 
ovens, from their being vaulted at the tc 
They from thence continued their journey | 
night, and early on the 15th came to the ni 
lage of Araſeng, where they refreſhed themſel 
with pomegranates and almonds 

On the 16th in the morning they took 
their lodgings at a caravanſera called Choſe 
built of freeſtone, with many chambers : 
vaults round a ſpacious court, in the midſt 
which was a well, ſurrounded with iron rall 
and travelling again at night they came wid 
fighr of Saba, a city ſeated in a ſpacious pla 
the ſoil of which is very barren, but thoy 
the city is of no great extent, and though! 
Houſes are very ruinous, and the walls are only 
earth, yet its many towers and ſome put 
ſtructures, gave it a fine appearance at a d 
tance. Here, however, the moſt excellent fru 
are found, eſpecially pomegranates and almon 
which the 2 produce in great abundant 


ou 
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Or. 
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and at the foot of the neighbouring mountanWee: 
there grows ſuch a quantity of cotton and T. 
that the inhabitants carry on a conſiderable tra, 
in theſe articles, Ile, 
On the morning of the 19th they came ul 
fore the city of Kom, where they were receie e 
by the Daruga or chief Magiſtrate, at the Af 


of 50 g:ntlemen on horſeback, under the ſouſey 
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timbrels, hautboys, and fifes, while ſeveral 
mblers, who made uſe of ſtilts, ſhewed feats 
activity. The city of Kom, called by Pro- 
ny, Guriana, is ſituated near mount E/wend, 
d the ruins of its walls ſhew it to have been 
rmerly of a much larger extent than it is at 
ſent. A ſmall river which riſes from two 
rings out of the ſame mountain, that unite 
ir ſtreams near the city, paſſes through a 
rt of it, and it is of a conſiderable advantage 
the trade of the inhabitants, though it fre- 
jently occaſions great damage; for three 
ars before it had overflowed its banks by 
> ſudden melting of the ſnow, and the cur- 
t carried away above 1000 houſes. The 
rdens, of which there are a great number, 


U Ä! 


oduce a variety of excellent fruits, and among 
pliße reſt a kind of melons of the bigneſs of an 
houWange, of an admirable ſcent, and extremely 
oh WWcious. There are alſo cucumbers two feet 
one, of the thickneſs of a man's arm, which 
pute Perſians pickle with vinegar, The grounds 
a out the city produce all forts of grain and 
t fi tton; but the chief trade of the city conſiſts in 


ord blades, which are accounted the beſt in all 
dan /, and in earthen ware, that is greatly 
ntaWeemed. 

ad ri They left Kom on the 2 1ſt of June after ſun- 
e tral, and the next day ſtaid at a large village 
led Ka/mabath, where they obſerved all the 
uſes of a whole ſtreet built in the manner of 
Pe continued arch or vault. 
After travelling the two following nights, 
y came early to Kat/chan, where they * 
F 2 ti 
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till the Daruga could get ready to receive then 
which he did without the city, at the. head of 
company of 50 gentlemen on horſeback, wit 
ſeveral fine led horſes covered with lion's ſkin 
and at their entrance into the city, they ſaw tw 
black Indian oxen of vaſt bulk with bells abo 
their necks, and plumes of feathers on the 

heads and cruppers. | : 
The city of Kat/chan lies in 33 degrees 51 m 
nutes north latitude, and is ſituated in a larg 
fertile plain. This city may be placed amo 
thoſe of the firſt rank in Per/ia, it being not on 
very populous but famous for the concourſe « 
foreign merchants, eſpecially of the Indians, wi 
have a peculiar quarter afligned them. I 
walls and baſtions are of a kind of potter's cla 
Their private houſes are generally well buil 
and their public ſtructures, as their ſtorehouſe 
and caravanſeras excel what is to be ſeen! 
moſt other cities in Pera. The adjacent fiel 
are ſo fruitful in grain, wine, and fruit, th 
even thoſe who are the pooreſt do not want fon 
delicacies : their greateſt want is freſh water; f 
they have none but what is muddy and ill taſte 
though they are forced to dig for it very dee im 
The Sophi's garden, which is near the cit 
has a ſummer palace in the midſt of it that 
{aid to have a thouſand doors and windows, con 
E thoſe that lead into the galleries an 
alconies, and here his Majeſty reſides, when Mree 
comes to Kat/chan,. 
The country about Kar/chan abounds monhoſ 
in venemous creatures, than any other part ec 
Perſia; which has given birth to the 12 
cuny 
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urſe, May the Scorpion of Katſchan pinch thee by 
be hand. Theſe creatures are very black, of 
e length of a man's finger, and not unlike a 
rab-fiſh ; but are ſomewhat ſhorter and walk 
aſter, with their tails always ſticking up. Their 
ite ſeldom proves mortal. The remedy uſed 
gainſt it is only a piece of copper money placed 
pon the wound, which being taken of in 24 


nd vinegar. | 
They have alſo a ſpider whoſe body is ſpotted, 
nd about two inches round. This inſect feeds 


aving ſomewhat larger leaves, and a ftronger 
ent. It does not emit its poifon by ſtinging 
r biting ; but by letting it fall like a drop of 
ater, It occaſions an inſupportable pain in the 
art where it faſtens, and ſoon after the patient 
alls into a profound ſleep, from which he is 
Farcely to be awaked without applying one of 
e ſame ſpiders cruſhed upon the wound. But 
none of theſe are not to be found, they lay the 


ilk down his throat as they poſſibly can, place 
im upon a bier faſtened with cords to a beam; 
Wen turning the bier till the cords are twiſted, 

ey ſuddenly whirl it back, which occaſions a 
iolent agitation that forces the ſtomach to diſ- 
arge itſelf of the ntilk, which appears of a 
reeniſh colour, as does alſo a matter - which 
ith exceſſive pain iſſues from the penis. But 
hoſe who ure cured in this manner commonly 
art Mel ſome remains of the pain as Ing as they 
Per fupve, at the return of the ſame ſeaſon of the 
curk F 4 years 


ours time, they then apply a plaſter of honey 


n an herb like our wormwood, except its. 


atient upon his back, and pouring as much. 
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year. But though this animal is ſo fatal, d 
ſheep are greedy after it and feed on it withot 
danger. 

They left Ka/chan on the 26th of Jah: 
night, and proceeding ſix leagues, pitched the 
tents in a 'garden near a pleaſant rivulet. Th 
next night they proceeded through barre 
grounds, and early the next morning took y 
their lodgings in a very convenient caravanſ 
in the little city of Natent, where they obſervel 
two high peaked mountains, upon one of whic 
ſtood a large tower ſaid to be built by Sh: 
Abbas, in memory of one of his falcons, who then 
killed an eagle. Mr Mandeſſo, having the cur 
ofity to take a view of it, found it built of brick 
of an octogonal form, and eight paces in diame 
ter at the bottom, but grew narrower as it ap 
proached the top, where it had many wind 
on all fides to let in the light. It is ſurprizing 
how they could be able to convey the materials 
to the top of ſo high a mountain, which coſt Me 
Mandſto three hours hard labour to aſcend, and 
as many to come down. þ | 
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NCS 
CHAP. IX. 


he Ambaſſadors enter Iſpahan, and are entertained 
out of the King's Kitchen, A Quarrel between 
the Ambaſſadors' Servants and thoſe of the Am- 
baſſador. from the Great Mogul. Their firſt 
Aadience of the Sophi, with the Manner in 
which they were entertained. They are invited by 
Jome Auguſtine Mols to the Feſtival of St. Au- 
guſtine. Are entertained by. the Governor of Ar- 
menia, and afterwards by the. Engliſh. A De- 
ſeription of the. Marriage of an Armenian, 
with the Manner of their receiving the Eucha- 
rift, and the Baptiſm: of an Infant, A Swiſs 
bravely ſuffers Death rather than forſake the 
reformed Religion. A curious Account of a hunt= 
ing Much, to which the Ambaſſadors were. in- 
wited. by. the Sopbi, and which laſted ſeveral: 
Days. The Manner in which the Sophi's Mo- 
men travel. The Ambaſſadors are entertained 
by the Lerd: Chancellor, after which they receive. 
4 Preſent from the Stphi, of whom they. take 
their Leave in order to return to Germany. 
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'AVING continued their travels for ſeveral 
days without meeting with any thing ex- 
aordinary, they, on the third of Auguſt, were 
et at about a quarter of a league from Iſpaban 

one of the chief officers of the court, at the 
ead of 300 horſemen, and ſoon after by two 
conſiderable 
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conſiderable Armenian Lords, who accompaniel 
the Ambaſſadors to their lodgings, while the 
ſtreets and even the tops of the houſes 
crowded with people, though the duſt raiſed by 
their horſes was ſo thick that it was impoflibl 
to diſcern them at a diſtance. They were lodgel 
in the quarter aſſigned to the chief Armenian 
and were no ſooner alighted than proviſion 
were brought them from the Sophi's kitchen, 
The table- cloth laid on the floor in the Ambaſſa. 
dor's room was of fine ſilk, upon which were ſei 
thirty filver diſhes full of liquid and dry pre. 
ſerves, and many kinds of fruit, as melons, ci 
trons, quinces, pears, and ſome others nd 
commonly known in Europe. Then the cloth 
being taken away, and another put in its room, 
the ſecond courſe was brought in, confiſting d 
fifty filver diſhes with rice of all colours, boilec 
and roaſted mutton, tame fowl, fiſh, eggs, pie 
and ſallads. 

But ſcarce had they begun to indulge the ji 
they had conceived on their arrival at the Per 

court, than it was interrupted by a qua 

which aroſe between a ſervant belonging to thel 
Mahemander, and a domeſtic of an Indian Am 
baſſador ſent thither by the Great Mogul, wh 
with a retinue of zoo perſons lodged at a ſmal 
diſtance from them. One of his domeſti 
ſtanding by while the Germans were unloading 
their baggage, the Mahemander's ſervant, who 
name was Wellichan, told him in jeſt, that 
would ſhew more good nature, for him to com 
and help them, than to ſtand thus unemployec 
To this returning an inſolent anſwer, the Per 


"1 
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an ſtruck him with his cane, when the IJadian, 
cenſed at the affront, ran to ſome of his com- 
ades, who were lying under the ſhad- of a tree, 
d told them his tale, on which inſtantly riſing 
nd throwing ſtones, Wellichan was wounded in 
e head; but the Ambaſſadors domeſtics and 
pldiers, ſoon charging the Indians, killed one 
f them, and purſued the reſt to their quarters. 
t this the Indians were ſo greatly er 
hat a few days after, when the Germans were 
moving ſome of their baggage, in order to 
nd it to another lodging they had provided 

the city, ſome of the Indians ſet upon a foot- 
an belonging to their ſteward killed him, cut 
ff his head, and tied his body to a horſe's 
ail, This no ſooner came to the knowledge of 
e Ambaſſadors, than they ordered their do- 
eſtics who lay ſcattered up and down in the 
uburbs, to repair to their lodgings ; but before 
ey could obey this order, the Indians poſ- 
ſſed themſelves of all the avenues leading thi- 
er, ſo that the men were forced to fight their. 
yay through them, in which attempt ſeveral 
ere mortally wounded, though they all at laſt 
pot to the Ambaſſador's houſe, which being 
the corner of a narrow ſtreet, they there galled 
e Indians with their firelocks. The Indians 
ie however, retreating behind a wall, made holes 


inan it, through which they diſcharged their 


rows : theſe did execution among the Ambal- 
adors ſervants and ſoldiers, who unwarily ex- 
Woled themſelves. One of the German gunners 
as thus killed while he was levelling a piece of 
annon againſt them; upon which one Murray, 
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Murray, a Scetch ſerjeant, being eager to re 
venge his death, ſnatched up a firelock, and 
fired upon the Indians with ſuch ſucceſs, th 
he flew five or fix of them, till an arrow being 
ſhot into his breaſt, he pluck'd it out, and 
having killed another with his firelock, fe 
down dead upon the ſpot. The number d 
the Indians increaſing, it was thought prope: 
to retreat into the outward court; but the 1» 
dians, breaking into the next adjacent houſe, 
ſo ſeverely galled them from thence, that the 
were forced to get on the top of the Ambaſſa. 
dors hauſe, where they did great executio 
among the Indians, their leader being killed 
by Mr. Mande/ſo with a piſtol-ſhot ; but as th 
Ioſs rather increaſed than abated their fury, 
the Ambaſſadors began to become doubtful © 
the event, and therefore ordered ſome. adjoin- 
ing walls belonging to. the Armenians to be 
broke down, in order to ſecure their retreat. 
But they no ſooner began to retire, than the 
Indians cloſely purſued them; and though the 
Armenians, who were ſpeQators of the combat, 
wiſhed them well, they did not dare to. ſtir in 
their. behalf. But juſt at this inſtant they were 
happily relieved ;. for the Sophi having received 
notice of the. tumult, immediately ſent 
Othcer with 100 choſen men to their relief, who 
being joined by ſome of the. inhabitants, we 
no ſooner diſcovered by the Indians, than the) 
diſperſed, and the Sophi being informed of t 
true occaſion, would have had the Indian Am- 
baſſador's hands cut off, had he not been di-. 
verted from this deſign by the Chancellor: 
However, 
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owever, he was a few days after ordered to de- 
part the kingdom. In this engagement, which 
aſted four hours, the Duke of Ho//ein's Ambal- 
adors loſt five men, and had ten wounded, while 
he Indian had 24 killed. 

The day after the tumult, they reſolved to 
hange their lodgings, when the Sophi of Per/i4 
ot only forbad all the Indians, and even the mer- 
hants themſelves, who amounted to 12,000, to 
appear that day in the ſtreets upon pain of death; 
but alſo ordered ſome of his guards to attend 
hem, and allowed them to fortify the weakeſt 
part of their quarters. 

Their daily allowance, during their ſtay at 
pahan, was by the Sophi's order 150 ſheep, 100 
owls of all ſorts, 200 eggs, and 100 batmans of 
vine, with as much fruit and ſpice as they were 
able to conſume ; but great part of it being diſ- 
poſed of by the Ambaſſador Brugman for other 
treatiſes, and ſometimes upon his women, the people 
ad often not above one meal a day, and on ſome 
lays the cloth was not laid at all for the ſer- 
ants. 

The 16th of Augu/# being appointed for 
heir audience, the Ambaſſadors were invited 
o dine with the Sophi, and forty very fine 
orſes, with rich ſaddles and harneſſes, adorn- 
d with large plates of gold, being brought for 
he uſe of the Ambaſſadors and the gentlemen 
df the retinue, they proceeded in the follow- 
ng order: Firſt, three on horſeback, two in 
omplete armour, richly adorned with gold 
lowers, the other only with breaſt, back, and 
ead-pieces ; theſe were followed by 40 3 
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each with a caſe of fine piſtols in embroiden 
holſters. Next came four men, carrying 
very rich ſcymeters in rich caſes, with 
ſheaths of yellow amber, garniſhed with gol 
After theſe appeared two men with ſtaves wil 
fine amber heads; amber being eſteemed | 
| the Perfians more than gold. Then came fo 
; men, each with a large candleſtick of amt 

and two others carrying a cabinet of white a 
; yellow amber, followed by four perſons car 
ing a cabinet of ebony, inlaid with filver, 

| which were gold boxes, containing ſeve 
AUrngs, eſſences, and other chymical prepan 
| tions, ſet on the outſide with fine ſtones. Ne 
followed three ſerjeants with halberts, at the he 
of fifteen muſqueteers. Then the Steward 
the head of the gentlemen, who marched thr 
abreaſt, Next came three trumpeters wil 
filver trumpets, followed by the guards, fo 
abreaſt, immediately before the Ambaffade 
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| who had on both fides of them eight halbe 
1 diers, and were followed by two interprete 
. 
|; 
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Then came eight pages on horſeback, in ric 
liveries, followed by the reſt of the retini 
thre: abreait. But as the Per/fians obſerve 
Lf} regularity in their proceſſions, the Ambaſlada 
| and their retinue were obliged to march fo 
ward as we!l as they could, accompanied by 
great number of Perſan gentlemen on hort 
back, through th: market-place to the gat 
of the Sopii's palace, where they were n 
ceiied by the Maſter of the Ceremonies, a 
conducted into the Hall of Juſtice, where ti 
W pee” "on 
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ere deſired to reſt themſelves, till the Sophi 
hould be informed of their coming. 

After a ſtay of half an hour, word was 
rought by ſeveral perſons of diſtinction, that 
he Sophi expected them; upon which they 
ere introduced through a large court, incloſed 
n both ſides with a double wall, one of which 
eing much lower than the other, was at about 
x paces diſtance, built cloſe to a row of tzin- 
ar trees, and was on both ſides well lined with 
uards, diſtinguithed by plumes of different 
olours : at the end of this court was the hall 
pointed for their audience, which was the 
lace where the Sophi keeps his court of 
iftice in perſon; for this ceremony is per form- 
in Pera in any place, where the Sophi is 
lled, either by buſineſs or diverſions. Ender 
e trees near this hall, were about fifty young 
orſes in their embroidered noufings, and ſome 
th rich ſaddles and harneſſes; moſt of them 
ere of a cream colour; they were brought 
ither to be back'd, and were watered out of 
ails vermillion gilt. This hall had a par- 
tion in the nature of an alcove, with a red 
allico curtain before it, which when drawn up 
y a filk ſtring, reſted upon the capitals of 
me wooden pillars, finely carved with branch- 
ork, and gilt, as were alſo the walls, on 
hich were hung ſome European pictures. In 
e middle of the hall was a fountain, in the 
aſon of which were flowers, oranges, apples, 
d other fruits, ſwimming upon the, water; 
4 round its undes a great number of flaggons, 
1 other veſſels of gold and ſilver, The whole 
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floor of the hall was covered with a carpet, thi 
ground work of which was alſo of gold and 
nlver. | Then | 

The Sophi, who was about 27 years of age, ſa 
upon a fattin cufaion, laid on the carpet behind 
the fountain, with his back to the wall. Ms 
had a very graceful aſpect, and like moſt e 
the Perſfant, had a Raman nofe. His habit 
which was of brocade, was not diftinguiſhe 
from that of the reſt, only he had a plume d 
heron feathers on his head, faſtened with a ver 
fine bracelet of diamonds, Over his upper gat 
ment hung two ſable fſeins down from his neck 
which were alſo worn by ſome Per/ian Lords; 
the ſcymeter he wore by his fide was ſet wil 
precious ſtones, and be- ind him lay his buy 
and arrows, On his right hand 20 pages a 
tended, who were the ſons of his Khan 
among whom were ſome eunuchs; one of tht 
handſumeſt of them was employed in fanning 
the Sophi. At the head of theſe pages ſtood 
the Meheter or Groom of the chember, wht 
was their Governor. Before the Sophi, ſtood: 
Elſchict Aga Baſchi, or Lord Chamberlai 
with a ſtaff covered with gold, on the top d 
which was a nob of the ſame metal. On by 


left ſide ſat the Erbomad Dowlet, or ChancelloMy! 
and next to him the Khans and other Lordhr 
At the entrance of the hall, on the left handhhe 
were placed an Arabian Ambaſſador, and tie, 


Msoſcovite Envoy, and below them the King 
muſicians, | | 
The Ambaſſadors were met. at the door 
the hall by ſeveral perſons of great diſtinctien 
wil 
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ho took them under the arms, and held them 
o faſt, that they had not the uſe of them. 


his ceremony, which 1s looked upon as a 
eculiar honour, was probably firſt introduced 


, Holy the Perfians and Turks, to ſecure their 
oſt M Porereigns from any attempts from the Am- 
nabilWaſſadors of foreign Princes. As they ap- 
aiſhelproached the Sophi they made a low. bow, 


hich he. returned with a ſmiling countenance, 
ind a ſmall inclination of his head. 'They were 


r garWhen deſired to fit down upon low ſeats, laces 
nech or them near the Lords: fifteen of their re- 
ords Winue were placed a little more to the left upon 
= e ground, while the pages, and the reſt of 
$ boy 


he train, were entertained in a court below, 
ith thirteen women dancers richiy dreſſed, the 
andſomeſt conrtezans of J/pahan, who, be- 
Wides their annual tribute, are obliged to attend 
he court whenever they are called for. 

ol The Ambaſſadors having reſted a ſhort time, 
pe Lord Chamberlain aſked them in the Sophi's 
ame by whom they were ſent, and. the occa- 
jon of their embally ; when riſing, they 4 


erlain 


op Mproached the Sophi to deliver their credentials, 
'n Mith a ſhort compliment, according to the 
celloWuſtom of the Per/rans, who being no admirers 
Lordqpf ſet ſpeeches, would have all who approach 
handMheir Sovereign, ſhew their reverence - the 
id ti ewneſs of their words. The . re- 


King eiving the credentials, deſired the Ambaſſa- 
ors to return to their ſeats, and the Secre- 
007 Mary of State let them know that the Shah in- 
= ended to have their credentials tranſlated, and 


z ſoon as that was done, would give them a 
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ſecond audience, The preſents were the 
brought in, and carried cloſe by the Soph 


baſſador Mr. Criſius, were an arquebuſs, Rock! 
with ebony, which cocked itſelf : a veſſel « 
rock cryſtal, edged with gold, and adornet 
with turquoiſes and rubies : a cabinet of an 
ber, and a ſmall ſtriking clock. Thoſe of- Mr 
Brugman, were a brais gilt candleſtick wit 
30 branches, having a ſtriking watch withit 
the body: a pair of very fine piſtols gilt, with 
very rich holfters: a watch ina rich caſe: 

bracelet of diamonds and rubies, and a writing 
by which the two pieces of cannon left- an 4 


Sonn after, a callico cloth being ſpread ove 
the floor, was covered with gold baſons fille 
with fruit and preſerves, and 300 gold flaggo 
were diſpoſed over the hall, by way of orn: 
ment. All this plate was ſmooth, except t 
flaggons, and the cup out of which the Sop| 
himfelf drank, which were ſet with rubies an 
tu :rquoiſes, They nad alſo plenty of the be 
$4105 wine, and were entertained by. a ja 
ler, who performed flight of hand wi 
ahonilhing dexterity, About an hour after 
the cloth bei ing rembvec and another of gol 
brocade laid in its place, the meat was brough 
in by ten men in large golden veſſels, and tht 
carver having placed himſelf on the floor in thi 
midſt of them, ſerved the meat into leſſe 
diſhes, with rice of all colours, upon whid 
he put mutton roaſted and boiled, tame an 

Wil 
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the ild for-l, Sc. and ſometimes five or ſix ſorts 
SophiWn a diſh. The Sophi being ſerved firſt, then 
Anne Ambaſſadors, the Lords, and all who were 
tock reſent. During this entertainment, a pro- 
ſſel Mound filence was obſerved, After the dinner 
orne had laſted about an hour and a half, the cloth 
f anWas taken away, and water leing brought to 
f Mi am their hands, the Lord Chamberlain return- 
wid thanks with a. loud voice in the following 
vitunWanner : Make us thankful for this repaſt. Proſper 
Wige Sop his undertakings, and give to his ſoldiers 
ae: Wd /ervants true courage. This wwe pray thee O 
ring /. To which the reſt anſwered, Alla, Alla; 


in nd without ſpeaking a word more, left the 


om; when the Ambaſſadors' Mehemander 
| oveffelling them they might withdraw as ſoon 
- alles they pleaſed, they paid their reverence to 
c gone Sophi, and retired. 
ona On the 24th the Ambaſſadors had their firſt 
pt trivate audience, and on the 28th, they were 
SopiWvited by the Auguſtin fryars to the feſtival of 
es ant. Auguſtin their patron, which was to be cele- 
e beſſhrated the next day: and as Chriſtians of the 
a JuyWoſt different opinions live among the Maho- 
wü ans like brethren, the Mo/cowite Envoy, an 
after Irmexian Biſhop, and ſeveral Engliþ Merchants 
f golWere alſo to be preſent. There were no more 
roug\Wan ſix monks, all of whom were Spaniards, 
id th the whole monaſtry, which was a neat edi- 
in tice, that had a church with two ſteeples, and 
leſſeſ handſome garden belonging to it. The Am- 
whicaſ:dors being received at the outer gate of 
e ane convent, were conducted by the fryars into 
Wige church, where maſs was immediately begun, 
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| br and their muſicians, with the aſſiſtance of on 
| | © of the Monks, who played upon the crga 
| formed a good concert. Maſs being over, th 
; were conducted into the garden, near a fou 
ji tain which ſtood under a large tree, whj 
© branches being full of leaves, and twiſted with 
X one another, afforded a very agreeable ſhad: 

| About noon they were carried into the hal 
where they were entertained with fruit in pt 
cclain diſhes, and every one had his diſh « 
meat ſet before him, according to the Per 
faſhion, after which they ſpent the remainii 
part of the day under the ſame tree. 
On the firſt of September the Governor of 4 
enenia, accompanied by two of his brothe 
paid the Ambaſſadors a viſit, in order to c. 
| tract an intimate acquaintance with them; a 
in return for the civilities they received, th 
on the 18th invited the Ambaſſadors with the 
whole retinue, who went on horſeback, a 
were received by Seferas Beg, Governor 
Armenia, at the Armenian church in the ſuburb 
where the Patriarch of the place, was ſayi 
the ſervice in a cope of cloth of ſilver, w 
gold flowers, ſet with pearls, having on 
= a mitre, adorned in the ſame mannt 
The walls of the church were hung with | 
veral pictures, and the floor covered with e 
carpets. The {ſ{erzice being over, they wel 
to the Governor's palace, where being col 
ducted throuyh a large gallery into a garde 
and from thence into an open hall, they voher 
entertained after the Perſſan manner, with fru 
and preſerves, and a moſt delicious liquor, : le: 
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unlike roſa ſolis, but incomparably more rich. 

hen the cloth of filver and gold brocade, 
pon which this was ſerved, was removed, and 
nother of callico was laid in its place, the meat 
vas ſerved up in filver diſhes, and among the 
eſt ſome pork, and ſeveral other meats abhor-- 
ed by. the Per/rans. | 

They had not fat long at table, before they 
vere conducted through a noble apartment into 
other hall, that had a very agreeable proſ- 
dect into the garden. The floor was covered 
rith rich carpets, on which were laid cuſhions 
f flowered ſattin, the ground work of which 
vas gold and filver. Round a white marble 
baſon, that belonged to a fountain in the 
centre of the hall, ſtood a number of flaggons, 
and bottles filled with wine; but what they 
hought moſt worthy of obſervation, were pic- 
ares on the walls repreſenting the dreſſes of 
romen of molt nations in the world. While 
hey were eating the delicious fraitz and pre- 
erves that were brought in, they were diverted 
vith muſic and dancing; in the firſt of which 
, Beg, ſecond brother to the governor, ex- 
elled the ret; for he not only gave them 
everal tunes on the Perſan lute, but accom- 


Wpanied this muſic with ſtriking two little ſticks 
gainſt ſeven porcelain cups filled with water, 
end made them keep time with the lute. 


Mean 
while Seferas Beg did not forget to make the 
whole company drink the Sophi's health, in 
cryſtal glaſſes full of wine, 

Night approaching, the Ambaſſadors took 


W--avc of the Governor, who under the pretence 
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of conducting them to the gate, brought the 
unexpe aedly into the gallery on the other ſice 
of the * where they found a freſh en- 
tertainment of meat, fiſh, pics, fruit and pre. 
ferves ; and the hall, as well as the garden wa 
illuminated with a vast number of lamps and 
torches. But as they had been eating almol 
all day, they fat cown only out of complai. 
ſance, conſidering this collation rather as an ef. 
fect of their hoſt's generoſity and magnificence, 
than as done with an intention to add to thei 
former entertainment, which was in all reſpe& 
one of the moit agreeable they had ever me 
with, and even exceeded that of the Sophi's. 

On the 19th of September, the Ambaſſaden 
had a ſecond private audience of the Sophi, 
which did net laſt above half an hour, aſte 
which they dined at court, as is uſual upon 
ſuch occaſtons; when, by the Sophi's defire, 
their muſic, which conſiſted of a baſs-viol, : 
tenor, and a viclin, played before him for half 
an kour, on which ke let them know that he 
did not Siſlike the, mutic, but he thought hi 
own as good. 

On the 25th of September, the Ambaſſador 
and their whole retinue where moſt magnif— 
* cently entertained by the Exgliſb in the baza 
near the markct-place, a large ſtructure tha 
has a very ſne- garden, They were firſt treated 
with fruit and preterves ſet upon the floor, ac- 
cory ns to the Perſian faſhion ; from whence 
e were Ted into a ſpacious hall, where they 

ound a table well furniſhed wich variety of 

ovifous dreſſed after the Englifh way, 7 
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id not forget to drink the healths of moſt of 
ie Kings and Princes of Europe. 
Dinner being over, they were conducted in- 


to another hall, that had a fine proſpect into the 
garden, Where they not only found another col- 


ation cf fruit and preſerves; but had the di- 
erfion of fix Indian dancing- women, ſome of 
hom brought their huſbands along with them, 


vho ſometimes joined in the dance, Their 


omplexion was of an olive colour : but they 
ad good features, a ſoft ſkin, and were well 
raped, About their necks they wore neck- 
aces of pearls and gold, and in their ears gold 
nd filver pendants, ſet with precious ſtones ; 
ome had alſo bracelets of A 4 others of fil- 
er, and they had all rings on their fingers, and 


dne upon the thumb, which inſtead of a ſeal 


ad a piece of ſteel of the bigneſs of a crown 


piece, ſo finely poliſhed: that it ſerved inftead of 
| locking glaſs. They were all cloathed in 
| kind of ituff ſo very thin, that any part of their 


odies might be feen through it, except thoſe 
wich were covered with drawers. Some 
lad caps, others tiffany dreſſes on their heads, 


nd ſome wore filk ſcarves with gold and filver: 


iowers, which coming, round their ſhoulders, 
ung down on both ſides, to the ground. Some 
ere barefooted, and others wore ſhoes of a 
ery odd make. They had all juſt above the 
nſtep, a ſtring with bells, by which they thew- 
d the exactneſs of their motions, while they 
t the ſame time played with their caſtagnets 
1th the utmoſt dexterity, Their muſic con- 
ſed of tabers, pipes, and Indian timbrels ; 

which 


& 
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175 which laſt are about two feet long, in the ſhay 
14 of a barrel, and hanging about their nech 
13 they play upon them with their fingers. Th 
ZR! motions of theſe. Indian women, eſpecially wil 
08 their hands and feet, were moſt ſurprizing ; a 
| in the mean time they, with the moſt graceft 


F \ and careleſs air, addreſſed themſelves to ſome Mi 
if the ſpectators. . 0 
ny On the firſt of Ober the Ambaſſadors al 
oy tertained the Maſcovite Envoy, and three Arai: 


nian Lords, the principal Engliſh and Fra 
merchants, the Spanih Auſtin Fryars, and ſom 
Indian Carmelites, with 40 diſhes in 
courſes, after the German faſhion. The Gove 
nor of Armenia was ſo pleaſed with ſome of 
German paites, that he ſpoke of them to 
Sophi, who ſeeming deſirous to. ſee them, ther 
cook was ordered to make ſome, which bein 
preſented to his Majeſty, he received them u 
ry obligingly, and preſented them to the Jadu 
at court, who were extremely delighted wit 
mem. The feaſt was concluded with the d 
verſion of running at the ring, at which M 
Mandeſlo got the firit, and the Ambaſſador Zru 

tan got the ſecond prize. | 
The next day the Prior of the Auſtin Frya 
coming to repreſent to our Author, the Sec 
tary of the embaſly, the debaucheries of ſon 
of the Ambaſſadors retinue, and eſpecially « 
the Ambaſſador Bragman, he went to that Am 
baſſador, in order to complain of the debauct 
ed lives of ſome of his people, and to det: 
that ſome reformation might be introduced? 
mong them; but hc no ſooner entered tif 
roo! 
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om, than he found Mr. Bragman with an 
rmenian woman; and that Ambaſfador, imagin- 
g that he came with a deſign. to ſuprize him, 
as ſo incenſed, that he ſwore he would be re- 
nged. The Secretary, who well knew his 
mper, immediately retired to the convent of 
e Augu/tins, with a deſign of leaving the em- 
afſy, and of returning by way of Babylon 
d Aleppo to Germany; but the Ambaſſador Brug- 
» being informed of his reſolution, ſent to 
t him know, that he would have him mur- 
red by the way, and the Secretary being ſen- 
ble that this might be eaſily effected, thought 
his ſafeſt way to endeavour after a reconcilia- 
pn, which was at Jaſt produced by the media- 
pn of the Prior of the Auguſtins. 

Some days after, as the Author was going to 


theifffic ſuburbs of Tzalfa, he ſaw an Armenian march- 
beine in proceſſion to the church in order to be 
em witzrried. In the front was the muſic, after which 


e ladient a boy about twelve years of age, with 
wax eandle in his hand, followed by the bride- 
vom on horſeback, who had two men riding 
each ſide of him, and was followed by four 
en richly drefſed ; after whom were carried 
o diſhes of meat, two pitchers of wine, and 
o diſhes of apples, all which were ſet before 
e bridegroom, and his attendants, as ſoon as 
ey came into the church; but the bridegroom- 
d not touch them, and after the reſt had eat 
little, what was left was ſaved for the Prieſt, 
cept the wine, which was all drank ; our Au- 
 defirfÞor being obliged by the bridegroom, who ob- 
aced ed him, to take a fhare. 57 this time the 
red tit bride 
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bride, with a young maid on her right hand, 
and on her left a married woman, with thei 
faces covered with a vail of thin lawn, entered 
1 the church; and the Prieſt conducting the young 
. couple to the altar, bleſſed them, and held! 
| wooden croſs over them, while they joined 
\ hands, and the bride laid her hand on tk 
| bridegroom's breaſt. After mutual promiſes d 
0 fidelity, the Prieſt gave them the communion, 
0 by giving to each a piece of the conſecrate 


hoſt ſteeped in wine. The bread of the es. 
chariit among the 4rmenians is not leavened, a 
in the Moſcovite, and other Greet churches ; but 
15 an uuleavened paſte of the ſize and thick 
neſs of a crown piece, During the communion 
' If they ſung aud played on a kind of large cim- 
1 bals; it being the conſtant practice of the 4. 
| menians, never to communicate without mul. 
After the communion role-water was caſt poi 
the new married couple and all preſent, and 
a ſcarf being tied about the bride's right hand, 
} the bridegroom took hold of it, and drew he 
| after him to the church fra; from when 
they all went on horſeback to the place when 
the wedding feaſt was prepared, which alway 
laits three days, during which the new marr 
couple are nt permitted to cohabit together. 

ur Author afterwards paſſing along, hear 
a noiſe in another Armenian church, made by 
ſtriking a ſtick upon a board, which is uſed i 
ſtead of bells, they not being permitted in Fei 
waen, going in he found it to be a chriſtening; 
but ſaw nobody in the church beſides tt 
Prieſt, the Clerk, an aged woman, who brought 
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he child, and a young man, who was to be 
odfather. The Prieſt, after ſome prayers, 
ut ſeveral queſtions to the godfather, after 
hich the latter carried the child to the old 
oman to unſwathe it; which done, they went 
to the ſacriſty, and going up to the font, 
hich was placed within the wall like a trough, 
nd was half an ell long and a quarter broad; 
e Prieit conſecrated. the water, put into it 
dme conſecrated vil, and then putting the child 
aked into the font, baprized him in the name 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, 
y thrice pouring water upon his head, and 
terwards all over his body, making the fign 
the croſs in the forehead with conſecrated 
Il. The Armenians do not commonly chriſten 


1and, 
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union 


_ teir infants till they are eight days old, un- 
_ they are in danger of dying; it being their 


pun that infants who die before baptiſm can- 
dt be ſaved ; for which reaſon they do not allow 
em to be buried in the church-yard, nor can 
ty 10 more advanced life be interred there, who 
we not communicated. at leaſt once a year. 

On the zd of October happened an affair 
ich was attended with melancholy conſe- 
ences : John Rudolph Stadler, a native of Zu- 
bin Swiferland, was a very ingenious clock- 
aker in the ſervice of the Sophi: he was 


upos 
„ And 
hand, 
W he 
hence 
when 
alway! 
1arricd 
er. 


2 7 ont 38 years of age, and had married an Arne- 
aus Yr woman, the filter of the Ambaſſador Brug- 
97 . s favourite miſtreſs ; and, by that Ambaſla- 
ning] rs interceſſion, had, with great difficulty, ob- 
2s the ned leave to return into his own country. In 


rouglt 


(1 


* mean while a thief breaking into his houſe, 
Vol. XIV. H the 
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had no ſooner done, than repenting that he hal 
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the clockmaker caught him, and after ſevereh 
beating him, turned him out of doors, which 


uſed him no worle, he tan after him, and ſh 
him dead with a piſtol; The relations of th 
deceaſed immediately complained to the Mufti 
of the murder committed by an infidel up 
one of the faithful, who thereupon cauſed 
clockmaker ta' be ſeized the next mornin 
he was going to court, and put into the palan 
a wooden inſtrument which covers the neck a 
arms, The Ambaſladors left no ſtone untun 
ed to procure his releaſe ; but the authority an 
zeal of the Mufti prevailing, he was condem 
ed to die, unleſs he would deſerve the King 
pardon, by turning Mahometan, Many oft 
Perſian Lords, who-efteemed him for his ar 
endeavoured to perſuade him to ſave his life, | 
the hopes of great advantages; but this proyit 
ineffectual, he was twice carried to the mark 
place, to try whether the terror of death'wou 
not induce him to alter his ſentiments, but! 
vain, he poſitively declaring that nothing ſhou 
make him violate his religion. The Augufl 
and Carmelite Fryars alſo ſtrove to perſuade h 
to die in the Roni faith, which he alſo refuſe 
proteſting that he would die in the reform! 
religion, which he accordingly did; for bei 
delivered up to the relations of the deceaſed, t 
firſt who ſtruck at him with his ſcymeter milk 
the ſecond ſtruck into the palank, but! 
third ſevered his head from the body, which! 
all day expoſed at the place of execution, 
in the evening; at the interceſiion of Mr, Zager 
bg 
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ich Has, it was brought to the Ambaſſadors quar- | 
he u ers, in order to be interred the next day. But | 
1d thee Sophi happening to invite the Ambaſſadors | 
of Mo a hunting. match, the interment could not be 


derſormed till the 22d, when the Governor of 
rmenia, the Mo/covite Envoy, and ſeveral other 


ſed thlC5r://ians were preſent at the funeral. 

ing The hunting match beginning on the 17th, 
zalankMWhorſes and camels were brought early in the 

ck anorning to the An: baſfadors quarters by their 
ntunfWMchemanJer, who conducted them to a ſpaci- | 
ity aus plain, where the Sophi ſoon after appeared, | 
idemifWittended by 300 perſons of quality mounted on | 
King very fine horſes, and at his bell ein the Am- | 
of baſſadors, he ſaluted them with great conde- 
his acenſion, He was that day dreſſed in a filver 
ife, Wbrocade veſt; his turban was adorned with 
xrovinWherons feathers, and he was followed by four 
narte ed horſes which had rich ſaddles, harneſſes 
\ wound cloths embroidered with gold and precious 
but ones, and cloſe to him was an Aſtrologer, who 


as continually 1 his obſervations. The 
morning was ſpent in fowling, and about noon 


de hifWthey were entertained by the Sophi with a din- 
refuſeWner under tents fixed in an Armenian village, 
forndWwhich being over they were quartered by their 
r belt 


Mehemander in another village at a ſmall diſ- 


ed, thtance, where they were viſited by ſome of the 
mill Perſſan Lords, who partook of the excellent 
but fruits preſented to the Ambaſtſagors by the Ar- 
wich W#en:an Chriſtians. But the Sophi, being inform- 
on, Wed that the Mehemander had lodged them 1n 
„ Bragganother village, immediately ordered them 


d take up their lodging in a houſe next ad- 
H 2 joining 
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Joining to that where he himſelf was, whid 
was inſtantly put in execution, and their ſuppy 
was brought them in gold diſhes out of the & 

phi's kitchen. a, os 
Very early the next morning, the Ambaſt 
dors went with the Sophi to hunt cranes, wh 
a long ſecret way being made under ground, 
conſiderable quantity of wheat was ſcattered i 
a held at the end of it, and this bringing a u 
number of cranes, near 800 of them were take 
The Sophi put ſome of their feathers in hy 
tarban, and preſenting two to each of the An 
baſſadors, they put them in their hats, The 
afterwards dined in the ſame place as the di 
before; and towards night the Sophi, attendel 
only by the Ambaſſadors and fix other per 
ſons, went to hunt the duck and wild gook 
and alighting at 200 paces from the place in 
tended for the ſport, entered a large hut mad 
of earth, near which the nets were ſpread up 
the fide of a ſmall brook; but no birds 25 
pearing, they ſpent their time in drinking ſeve. 
ral bottles with the Sophi, and then returned 1 
their quarters, to which their ſupper was agalt 

ſent them. | 

On the 19th, abundance of hawks and three 
leopards bred to hunting were brought ; but 
having for ſome time beat the buſhes to no 
purpoſe, they* went to one of the royal parks, 
which was two leagues in circumference, ant 
ſurrounded by a high wall. This park ws 
divided into three partitzons; in the firſt 0 
which were kept harts, goats, deer, hares an 
foxes; in the ſecond, a kind of deer called 
Ahnes; 


7 through Mos covy inte PERSIA. 77 


\hnes; and in the third wild aſſes, The leo- 
dards being by the Sophi's command, let in 
Imong the ahues, they ſoon diſpatched each of 
em one. The next diverſion was among 


whid 


ſuppe 
he 0 


baſiſhe wild aNes, at one of which the Ambaſſa- 

whe or Brugman, by the Sophi's defire, diſcharg- 
my d his piſtol, but miſſing his aim, his Ma- 
red i 


ty, though riding full ſpeed, ſhot lim with 


; 4 Von arrow in the breaſt, and wounded ſeveral 
takenWthers, never miſſing, though in full gallop. 


in e cut another aſs with his 1cymeter acroſs the 


e AmWack, and with one blow cleft it to the belly, 

TheWnd alſo with a ſingle blow almoſt cut off the 
— - jead of another; which done, one of the Khans 
ende 


iped the ſcymeter clean, and put it into the 
cabbard. They then went into a {mall inclo- 
re in the midſt of the park, where his Ma- 
ſty having commanded one of the two huntſ- 


r pe 
gooſe 


Ce I 


maten, who attended him with fowling pieces, 
| up ſhoot at an aſs; the more ancient of the two, 
ds 2MMonſidering it as a diſgrace that the other 
g ſereBWould fetch it down before him, ſhot at it; 


ned Wut miſſing his aim, was laughed at by the 


ag ompany, at which he was fo exaſpered, that 
; e drew his ſcymeter upon the other, and cut 
I threWF his thumb. The Sophi, being 1mmedi- 
3 bullitely informed of this affair, ordered that the 
to nBfender ſhould loſe his head; but at the in- 
park ꝑrceſſion of ſome who were preſent, he con- 
» a"nted to his loſing only his ears. The exe- 


K ws 
arſt 0 
es and 
called 
\haes; 


utioner, however, forgetting part of his duty, 
ut off only one half of the ear, which the 
rand huntſman perceiving, alighted, and tak- 
g his knife, cut off the remaining part, to 

H 3 | the 


Lords being permitted to follow his cxamp 
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the great aſtoniſhment of the Ambaſſadors, y} 
were amazed at ſeeing a nobleman of his qt 
lity interfere in the office of an executioner, 

A ſmall amphitheatre being erected in th 
incloſure, the Sophi entertained them with 
collation of fruits and preſerves, and ſoon aft 
32 wild aſſes were forced in, at which his! 
jeſty diſcharged ſome ſhot with his fowlig 
pieces, and wounded others with his arros 
after which, the Ambaſſadors and the Perſi 


the fide of theſe beaſts were ſoon fuil of arrow 
which afforded a cruel kind of ſport to f 
ſpectators, eſpecially on their running ſo clo 
to each other as to force the arrows deeper in 
their ſides, which filling them with rage again 
their companions, they run at each other w 
great ſierceneſs. At laſt, however, theſe, a 
30 more which were afterwards let in, we 
knocked down, in order to be ſent to the Sopki 
kitchen at 1/pahar; the fleſh of wild aſſes bei 
in high eſteem among the Perſſant. 
By this time dinner was brought to the ſat 
lace, when Brugman took the opportunity! 
a the Sophi with the Duke of Holla 
picture in a box ſet with diamonds, and al 
with a ſteel mirrour poliſhed on both ſides, a 
embelliſhed with ſeveral figures by that famo 
artiſt John Dreſden. Theſe preſents he mi 
upon his own account. 
Dinner being over, the Ambaſſadors retir 
to ſome neighbouring houſes to take their afte 
noon's nap; but they had ſcarcely got thitit 
when the Sophi ſent them ten arqhues and a g 
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his ſcymeter, and though he was one of hy 

reateſt favourites, threatened to cut off hi 
head, which put the ſteward into ſuch a fright, 
that he immediately became ſober, and con. 
ſidering that there was no jeſting with ais Ms. 
jeſty when once provoked, he mounted hi 
horſe as nimbly as if- he had not taſted a droy 
of wine, which ſet the Sophi a laughing, and 
he returned in a very merry humour to the Am: 
baſſadors, but withdrew ſoon after, and they 
returned to their lodgings, 

On the 2oth the Sophi did not go a hunt- 
ing, but the Ambaſſadors dined with him i 
his ſummer-houſe, which was pleaſantly fity- 
ated in the midſt of a garden near the water 
fide ; in the afternoon they took a turn, and 
in their way caught a white heron. 

On the 21ſt, being ſent for early in the morn- 
ing to go with the Sophi to catch pigeons, 
they were conducted to the top of a very high 
tower, within which were a 1000 neſts ; and the 
whole company being placed on the outſide, 
and the Ambaſſadors trumpet commanded 9 
ſound, the pigeons, which flew through the 
holes in vaſt numbers, were moſt of them killed 
oy the Sophi and the reſt of the company. 

his put an end to their diverſion for that 
time ; but in their way towards the city, the 
Sophi took them into one of his gardens called 
Tzarbach, remarkable for its beauty, where 
being entertained with another magnificent 
treat, they returned to their lodgings. 

Within a few days after, proclamation was 
made by the cryer of the city, that the Sophy 

; | being 
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deing to go abroad that way with the ladies 
pf the court, no- body ſhould preſume to ap- 
ear that day in the ſtreets. Whenever the So- 
dhi's wives or concubines made an excurſion, 


f his 
F hi 
ght, 


COll- 


M. ey are carried upon camels in a kind of co- 
d hiffWered cheſts, notwithſtanding which no perſon 
drop allowed to appear in the ſtreets, or within 
„an muſket ſhot of the field where they take their 


Am 
they 


iverfion, under pain of death, becauſe theſe la- 
ies appear in the field on horſeback, with 
awks in their hands, and alſo make uſe of 
ows and arrows, for which reaſon none but 
he Sophi and the eunuchs muſt appear among 
em; even the Lords who attend the Sophi al- 
ays leave the town half an hour before the 
dies, and while they are diverting themſelves, 
re obliged to ſpend their time in hunting at 
mor- Ne diſtance of half a league from them. 
zeons, On the igth of November the Lord Chan- 
higihellor made a magnificent entertainment for the 
nd the mbaſſadors in a moſt ſumptuous hall, at the 
1tfide, Nntrance of which was a very handſome foun- 
ed vin, and oppoſite the door ſeveral pictures of 
ch themen in different dreſſes copied after ſome 
killed Wurepcar originals, below which the walls were 
pan). N all fides covered with looking glaſſes of va- 
r that ous ſizes. All their meat was ſerved in plate, 
y, theFWeiides which they had the King's muſic, and 
called Fe diverſion of the dancing women, who, not 
whereWhaving with the ſame reſervedneſs as before 
ificent Me Sophi, ſhewed ſeveral inſtances of dexte- 
ty. Among the reſt one of them placed a 
1 was Porcelain veſtel two feet high in the midſt of 
30phi, e hall, and in turning about, took it up be- 
being. tween: 


hunt- 
im In 

ſitu· 
Water 
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tween her legs with ſuch a flight that nobog 
could perceive ſhe had any thing there, an 
after continuing the dance with the ſame ai, 
returned it with equal dexterity to the place 
whence ſhe had taken it, without making ot 
falſe ſtep. | 8 


e 


the ſanctity of the place, _ ? 

After dinner, the muſic and dancing wome 
being ordered to withdraw, the Am baſſado 
bad a private conference with the Chancell 
in his garden, relating to their negociatioi 
which was afterwards repeated. _ 3 

On the ſecond of December the Sophi et 
each of the Ambaſſadors a preſent of a horl 
with their ſaddles and bridles adorned wil 
large gold plates and buckles ; alſy two Pr 
Jian garments, with a turban and girdle « 
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gold brocade; 205 pices of fifteen ſorts of 
ilk, Sc. and 200 tommans in money, amounting 
o 1000 piſtules, to be divided between them 
owards their expence in their return, home. 
To each of the five Ar el perſons of the re- 
inne, he gave a ſattin veſt and another of: 
affety, with gold and filver flowers, and to, 
ach of the other gentlemen a veſt of tabby 
owered with gold, 

On the 3d of December the Ambaſſadors were. 
nvited once more to dine with the Sophi, 


* 


hen, 1 to the cuſtom of the country, 


obody 
„ an( 
e alt, 
place 
g 0h 


when. 
othitg 
> thei 
dad e 
ced it 


mmetWhey wore the beſt of thoſe garments preſent- 
, and by his Majeſty, over their other cloaths. 
othinW'hey were entertained with the ſame ceremo- 
r iu ies as before, after which the Chamberlain 
neſs onducted the Ambaſſadors to take their leave 
1oboljW@f the Sophi, who delivered them with his 


' doit 
favou 
e oll 
dae 
's hay 
zunt ( 


wn hand, his anſwer to the Duke of Helſtein“s 

etter promifing, in return, to ſend him a 

oſt ſolemn embaſſy. The Ambaſſador then 

xpreiſed their acknowledgments for the ho- 

tours and noble treatment they had received 

luring their abode in his kingdom. 

The following day the Mo/covite Envoy ob- 

womeWained his diſmiſſion, in order to return with 

aſl:idofWhem into Mo/cowy, and a day or two after ſe- 

uncell@WFeral of the Perſian Lords ſent their preſents 

ciationF0 the Ambaſſadors; which conſiſted of fine 
Worſes, mules, and rich filks. | 
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So ( 


COAT 


The Situation of Iſpahan, it. Gardens, Sunny 
Houſes, and public Buildings. 


2 


S PAHA M, the capital of the province 0 
Erak and of all Perſia, 1s ſituated in 310 

39 min. north latitude, and in 50g eaſt longs 
tude in a fine plain, and is almolt ſurroundet 
with mountains at a few leagues diſtance, | 
is of an oval form, and without reckoning th 
ſuburbs, is twelve miles in circumference. U 
has alſo twelve gates, nine of which are on! 
open, and is computed to have 18,000 houſe 
and 500,020 inhabitants. The fortification 
are moſtly of earth, and very inconſiderable 
and though the baſtivns are of brick they ar 
ſo miſerably flanked, that they are but a flew 
der defence ; beſides the ditch is ſo ruined, tha 
a man may at any time paſs over it dry ſhod, 
It is, however, the chief. trading place of al 
Perfia, and is frequented by all the Afatic nr 
tions, and in particular by the Indians, whole 
commodities are extremely valuable; for, nd 
to mentions the muſk and ambergris, they ſel 
great quantities of pearts and diamonds. Be 
fides theſe there are conſiderable numbers 0 
Tartars of different nations, Turks, Fews, A. 
menians, Georgians, Hugliſb, Dutch Ald Prenct, 
The Perſiaus are at a greater expence in theit 
gardens than i in their houſes, 0 the former 
are 
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re very different from thoſe in moſt parts of 
wope ; for As nature overſpreads their nelds 
ith tulips and a vaſt variety of the fineſt 
owers, ſo theſe are not placed in their gardens ; 
ut they apply themſelves with all their care 
the cultivation of the moſt excellent fruit-trees, 
at nature aſſiſted by art can produce in ſo 
appy a climate. They are alſo very curious 
their walks, which are ſet on both ſides with 
zinnar-trees, a kind of poplar, unknown in 
urope. This tree grows up to the height of a 
ine, the leaves are broad, reſembling thoſe of 
- e vine, and it bears a fruit that has ſome re- 
18 Wn blance to the cheſnut, though 1t has no ker- 
e Il. The wood is a dark brown, and fo finely 
e ined, that when rubbed, it appears more 


nce 06 
1 320 
longs 
undel 


e 
e on 22 en IT 

4. eautiful than any thing made of the root of 
ation e fineſt walnut- trees, and of this wood the 


fans commonly make their door and win- 
dw ſhutters. Fountains are the chief orna- 
Wents of their gardens: theſe have large re- 
1, chal ptacles from whence the water is conveyed 
WM | channels from one baſon to another. The 
of Ahi's garden called Tarach, near the city, 
one of the fineſt in the world, it being an 


>rable; 


wer act ſquare, half a league every way. It is di- 
ded by the river Senderutb into a croſs, which 

Ir, 0 

ey fe rms four different gardens ; at the ſouth end 


ge. mount planted with ſeveral walks, on both 
? des of which are ſteep precipices, made 


bers 0 ; 
_ cutting the rock into ſeveral channels, 
* g. | | 

is ough which the river falls from the top into 


alons made for that purpoſe. Theſe caſcades 
e about three feet broad, and ſo ſteep that the 
Fot. MV. 1 the 


n theit 
forme 
are 
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the water is forced with great violence into 
baſon. Every walk has alſo its peculiar b. 
of white marble, where the water ſpouts fa 
in various figures, Theſe ſtreams all mer 
a large baſon in the midſt of the garden, wh 
a * * of water is thrown up 40 feet hi 
At the four corners of the baſon are four | 
pavilions, the apartments of which are ad 
ed with carved work gilt. There are w 
from each of theſe pavilions to the oth 
moms with tzinnar-trees. There are þ 
ikewiſe innumerable fruit-trees of all < 
which Shah Aba cauſed to be brought thi 
even from Turky and India. Among the 
pur Author ſaw a kind of grapes, as big 
man's thumb, without any ſtones, the pul 
which was firm and of a moſt delicious tal 
Ten maſter gardeners are appointed to | 
after this garden, each of whom has ten ot 
ardeners under him; and they are permit 
to let any budy come. into the garden fork 
kaſbekies, or two-pence a piec*®, and to 
what fruit they pleaſe, but they 1ſt ca 
none away. 

Moſt of the Perfan Lords and rich : 
chants have a kind of ſummer-houſe or 
leries in their gardens, incloſed by a row 
pillars, on the four corners of which are 
many rooms, where they take the benefit of! 
air and breezes, by chuſing that where d 
blow. Theſe ſummer-houſes, both in bu 
ing and furniture, frequently exceed their 
dinary dwelling-houſes. Indeed, though | 
ſons of quality have very magnificent f 
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, the houſes in which they uſually reſide 
Ake but an indifferent appearance, they be- 
g built only of earth or bricks baked in the 

Theſe ſtructures are generally ſquare, and 
mmonly four ſtories high, including the 
ound room; but inſtead of glaſs; they in 
nter cover their windows, which are made 
Sth lattices with oiled paper. 
The meidan, or great market-place, is very 
ge, it being 700 feet long, and 250 broad. 
he houſes round it are all of briek of an equal 
icht, and the ſhops vaulted. The fide to- 
rds the royal palace contains the goldſmiths, 
pidaries and druggiſts, oppoſite to which are 
e woollen-drapers, mercers, and thoſe who 
l calieoes, with the taverns and other eating 
id drinking-houſes. Round the market-place 
re planted trees, not unlike box, though they 
row ſomewhat higher N they are always 
teen, and being fo cut that the ſhops appear 
tween them, ad reatly to the 62057 of the 
lace ; but one of the chief. ornaments; as well 
conveniences of the market-place, is a rivu- 
carried at the foot of theſe trees through a 
hannel of freeſtone, raiſed two feet from the 
round, and which is diſcharged into two large 
aſons, and from thence conveyed by pipes to 
ther parts of the city. At the end of à great 
aulted gallery are two balconies oppoſite to 
ach other, and covered over head, where the 
ty muſic plays every night at ſun-ſet, or when- 
rer the Sophi paſſes through the market-place ; 
i cuſtom obſerved in all the cities in Perſia that 
e the reſidence of a Khan, 
I 2 Before 
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Before the royal palace are ſeveral pieces d 
cannon without carriages, and over, the oute 
gate is a large ſquare ſtructure, which has win. 
dows on all ſides. The chief apartments be. 
longing to the palace are a hall where th: 
Sophi treats the principal perſons of the coun 
on the New-year's-day ; and the great hall d 
juſtice, where appeals are brought before the 
Sophi who preſides there in perſon, and there 
frequently gives audience to foreign Ambaſſi 
dors; but this hall, with the ſpacious court be- 
fore it, has been already deſcribed. "Theſe, and 
ſeveral other halls, have many chambers, clo. WW: 
ſets, galleries, and apartments belonging » 
them, fit for the entertainment of ſo great: 
court, and of the Sophi's wives and numerow 
concubines, who all live in the ſame palace; 
and what is more extraordinary, there is no 
any conſiderable apartment but has its peculiar 
garden. There alſo belongs to the palace, 2 
we have already obſerved, a place- of refuge 
for all unfortunate perſons, whether criminal 
or debtors. 

On the outſide of the royal palace is the ci. 
tadel, which is fortified with a rampart and 
ſeveral baſtions of earth. It is commanded by 
a Governor, who has a ſtrong garriſon under 
him, for the defence of the place, and the 
Sophi's treaſury, armory, and ſtores of am- 
munition, though it has no other artillery but 
field-pieces. 

On the ſouth ſide of the great market is: 
fine moſque, which has a large court before 
it, in which is a very handſome fountain. Thu 
moſque 
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oſque is a vaſt ſtructure; the walls are of 
hite poliſned marble, the pieces of which are 
> artfully cemented that it is impoſſible to ſee 
here they are joined, The city alſo contains 
Hany other moſques remarkable for their mag- 


ifcence. | 
the WI Oppolite to the great moſque ſtand the tip- 
her ing houſes, among which the taverns are eſ- 


emed moſt infamous. Near theſe are the 


alle. 2 

t be. laces where they drink tea, which are in great 
an epute; and here perſons in good circumſtan- 
clo. Nes ſpend their time in playing at cheſs. The 


offee-houſes, which are ſeparate from theſe, 


ko 
. ee frequented by thoſe who love tobacco and 
rom Woffee: Theſe are alſo the places where the 
ace; Woets and hiſtorians are conſtantly to be met 


ith, who commonly fit on a high chair in the 
muddle of the room, where they entertain the 
ompany with their ſatyrical ſtories. 

In the centre of the great market-place ſtands 
high pole, on_the top of which they ſome- 
imes put a melon, an apple, or a trencher, 
vitk money upon it, at which they ſhoot on 


e Cl- 

and Norſeback, in full galop; the Sophi himſelf, 
1 by Dad ſometimes the Lords of the court, aſſiſt at 
ader lis ſport, when great ſums are laid; the mo- 


ey that falls from the trencher belongs to the 
dopht's footmen, and he that obtains the prize 
obliged to give an entertainment to the whole 
ompany, and even to his Majeſty himſelf, if 


is a Je has ſhot among them. They have another 
fore Name like cricket, at which they likewiſe play 


n horſeback, Snug. the ball when nding in 
ul career, They likewiſe frequently exerciſe 
I F them- 


— 
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zelves at throwing the javelin. As the Perfiau 
are extremely curious In their horſes, they har 
frequent races run from one pillar to another in 
the market-place, and when his Majeſty is dif. 

ſed to be a ſpeRator, he places himſelf in: 
Lind of wooden hut, which being ſet on fou 
wheels may be removed at pleaſure. 

On turning out of the meidan, or gre 
market-place, to the right, you come to the 
bazar, or ſecond market-place, in the mid 
of which is an open cloyſter, which contain 
the principal ſhops where the richeſt ſtuffs aul 
commodities of the kingdom are ſold. Thi 
market-place is divided into ſeveral ftreet; 
which are covered over head, and contain a grett 
number of ſhops, well ſtored with all ſorts d 
commodities, fold at reaſonable rates, ever 
thing being cheap at Fahan, except fuel and 
meat, the country round about it being deſtitute 
of foreſts and meadows. For the convenienc 
of trade, there are alſo built at paban, man 
caravanſeras, and ſquare ſtorehouſes, ſurrounded 
with high walls; they are commonly thre 
ſtories high, and, beſides the vaults below, 
have all manner of conveniences, as hall, 
chambers, and galleries. 

Among the reſt of the public ſtructures, the 
two convents belonging to the Spaniſh and Italia 
Fryars ought not to be omitted; one is the 
convent of the Auguſtine Fryars, already de- 
ſcribed ; and the other, that of the Carmelite, 
who, when our Author was there, amounted to 
no more than ten in number, though the edifice 
might vie with any in Europe belonging to _ 

orde: 
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order. Three French Capuchins were alſo at 
this time laying the foundation of a convent, 
in a place they had r for that purpoſe. 

Between this and the convent of the Carme- 
lites, are the King's ſtables, where the moſt re- 
markable thing is a high tower, built entirely 
of earth, and the horns of ahues and ſtags; 
the origin of which is ſaid to be Shah Tamas's 
killing in one hunting- match 2000 of theſe 
ts. in memory of which he cauſed this 
tower to be erected, and their horns to be em- 
ployed in the building. | 

The city of pahan is ſurrounded on all ſides 
with large ſuburbs, the chief of which is inha- 
bited by Armenian Chriſtians, moſt of whom are 
merchants. This quarter contains twelve churches 
and about 3000 houſes, which are not inferior 
Iv the beſt in the city. Another of the ſuburbs 
is inhabited by Georgian 2 moſt of 
whom are rich merchants as well as Armenians ; 
and on the weſt end of the city are the ſuburbs 
inhabited by the Gebers, ſaid to be the deſcen- 
dants of the ancient Perfians*. 


See an account of theſe people in Mr. Hanway's Tra- 
rels into Perſia, Chap. XI. Page 235= 240. 
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CHASE; AL 


They leave Iſpahan, and are refuſed Aamiſſin 
into ſeveral Villages. A Deſcription of the Paſi 
of Pylas at the Entrance of Ghilan, and a 
View of that fine Province. They arrive at 
Scamachie. An Account of the Ceremonies with 
which the Khan received a rich Habit from the 
Sophi, as a Mark of the Continuance of his Fa- 
wvour, A Deſcription of Derbent : Of the Ruins 
of a Wall 50 Miles in Length, and the great Num- 
ber of Tombs near that City. 


HE Ambaſſadors left 7þahan on the 21f 
of December in the evening, and after 
being treated with a collation, at the diſtance 
of a league from the city, proceeded that 
night three leagues to the village of Re/chman; 
where they ſtaid all the following day, when 
the Auguſtine Fryars at 1/ſpahan, ſome French 
merchants, and Mr. Mandeſo, who had ob- 
tained permiſſion from the Duke of Holftein 
| to travel into the Trdies, took their leave of 
| | them, and the latter informed them, that the 
[LEE Sophi's Ambaſſador to Holſtein was to follow 
them in a few days, and to carry with him 
preſents for the Duke to the value of 25,006 
crowns. 

They proceeded on their journey without 
any accident *till the 6th of January, 1638; 
but had ſcarce left. the city of Kom, when the 

| Ambaſſador 


1 * 2 


9 : 
— — 
ee — 2 ů— — — — 
— kp 


— 
oy - 


— Cue SB.4> oo. — - 


—j— — 
—ů — — 
= — — — —— +. - 


= — 


from the King 


—— —— 


through Moscovy into PRRSIA. 93 


Ambaſſador Brugman having a fall from his 
horſe, put his Tight arm out of joint, which 


bliged them to ſtay all the next day at Saba; 


but they continued their journey on the 8th. 


hey now found the ground covered half a 


foot deep with ſnow, which continued till they 
reached the mountains of Gian. | 


On the gth, they met with an Ambaſſador 
of Poland to the Sophi, whoſe - 
rain conſifted only of 25 perſons ; he having 


been obliged by the Maſcovites to ſend back the 
far greateſt part of his retinue from Smolenſes. 


his Ambaſſador delivered to them a letter 


from an Armenian Biſhop they had ſeen at A/- 


racan, in which they were informed, that a 
onſiderable quantity of proviſions were laid 
pin that city for their uſe; They intended 
o have lain that night at the village of Ara- 
eng, and ſcent an harbinger to prepare their 
odgings; but the inhabitants, remembring that 
ne Ambaſſador Brugman had affronted the 
udge of the village by throwing in his face 
dotn the water and baſon, which that Magi- 
rate had brought to Brugman to waſh his 
ands, they refuſed them entrance, and the 
"llages of Dowlen, Abath, and Ketxi/an, alſo 
ollowing their example, they were forced to 
ravel three leagues farther through ſlippery 
vays, to the village of Kulluſkur ; by which 
heir people were forced to travel on foot, and 
ome where left behind, who were ſent for after 
heir arrival the next day at Cafewin, where 


they 
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they were obliged to ſtay nine days, till fref 
cattle could be provided for their journey. 

On the 2oth of January they left Cafavin, 
and on the 22d paſſed ſeven leagues over monn- 
tains of different colours, as yellow, red, green, 
and blue, which offered a very delightful 
proſpect. Through theſe mountains runs 
brook, that has ſuch a variety of turning: 
and windings, that they croſſed it above thirty 
times that day, and in the evening paſſed the 
river Senderuth, over 'a bridge that joins. the 
two mountains, between which 1t runs, and at 
night lodged in a village ſituated. in a pleaſant 
valley. 

The next day they proceeded two leagues by 
the fide of a foreſt of olive trees, at the ex. 
tremity of which, they found themſelves at 2 
place famous in antiquity, under the name oſ 
Fauces Hyreaniz ; but in the times of Alexandr 
the Great, and among the modern Per/ien, 
known by that of Pylas, It is a very narrow 
paſs into the province of Ghilan, where two 
Tapid rivers joining, fall with a moſt dreadful 
noiſe from the rocks. The river formed by 
this confluence, is called 1paruth ; but before 
this junction, the largeſt was named K:/iloſein, 
which running under a ſtone bridge, paſſes 
into the province of Ghilan, and by two ſeveral 
channels diſcharges itſelf into the Caſpian ſea. 
This bridge has fix large arches, each of which 
contains a good room and kitchen, beſides 
other conveniences ; ſo that theſe arches are ſut- 
ficient to lodge a whole caravan. | 
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eſh No ſooner had they paſſed the bridge than 

the road dividing into two, one leads through a 
vin, WH fine champain country to Arzebil, and the other 
on- extends ſtrait through the province of Ghilan, 
en; over the moſt dreadful precipices, it being cur 
out of the rock, and fo fizep and narrow, that 
it ſcarcely affords a paſfage for one loaded horſe 


ing Wor camel; nay, in fome places they have been 
ry forced to make up the defects of the rock with 
| the WW maſon's work. The clifts reach on the left 
the hand up to the very clouds, while on the other 
d at ade nothing is to be ſeen but the moſt dreadful 
ant precipiees, rendered more terrible by the noife 

of the xiver, which runs with great violence 
5 by Wat the bottom. The Perfans, as well as the 
ex · ¶ Ambaſſadors retinge, were fo aſtoniſned at the 
at 2 Wight, that they were glad to lead their horſes, 
ne of Wand even that but loofely, for fear that if 
ander Wthey thould flip, th:y would draw their maſters 
ian, Wafer them. The hvrfes, however, proceed- 


uro Wed very carefulfy, and with ſeeming fear; 
tuo but the camels made ſurer ſteps, putting their 
adful of into places cut in the rock for that pur- 
Pole. | 
At the top of the mountain they found a 
cuſtom-houſe, the receiver of which made them 
a rope of ſome fruits. They were now not 
a little aſtonithed at diſcovering,. that though {| 
r ſea. they had ſcarcely got out of the ſnow on the | 
which other fide, the valleys were here full of bloſ- 1 
[ſides Nſoms, and they were more and more con- 0 
re ſuf- Nrinced of ne ſurprizing difference, when they 
found the deſcent of the ſame mountain, the 
ent to which had appeared fo dreadful and 
No attended 
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into the moſt delightful proſpect, and attend. 
ed with all imaginable eaſe; the roads. paſling 


and orange- trees; with theſe, that fide of the 


mountain was entirely covered, and of the li 


appeared . ſtill more ſurprizing was, that the 
air which had ſufficiently pinched them the 
ſame morning, was before night very het, 
_Pyle-Rubar, upon the 
ruth, at the foot of the mountain. The houſe 


were indeed very ſmall, but the inconyenience 
. they, ſuffered in their, lodgings. were in ſont 


It muſt be confeſſed that the province! of Gb. 


oil, wine, rice, tobacco and a vaſt variety d 


feed vaſt herds of cattle, and their foreſts fu 
3 ſtretches along the Caſpian ſea in tl 
0 


amphitheatre by a contigual ridge of hig 


— 
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the whole province appears as if ſurround 


attended with ſuch trouble and fatigue, change 
through groves of olives, cypreſs, box, citran 


they found ſuch plenty, that they flung orange 
at one another for diverſion: but What eren 


They took up their 1 at the village d 
nks of the river . 


meaſure recompenſed by the vaſt number « 
gardens, vineyards, and fruit- trees, planted al 
around them. n bag 

lan is a terreſtrial paradice, abounding in filk 
fruit, and particularly vines, which ſpread the 
branches up the trees. The Caſpian ſea, 4 
well as the rivers, afford the inhabitants pt. 
digious quantities of, fiſh, their paſture, groun 
niſh them with venifon and wild-fowl. Th 


rm of a creicent, and is encompaſſed like u 


mountains, the extremities of which extend © 
that ſea, and being covered all over with tres 


wit 
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ith one entire incloſure of groves, whence it 
rendered almoſt inacceſſible, there being only 
four paſſes into it, and theſe ſo narrow, that 
not above one loaded camel can paſs at a time. 
Out of the mountains ariſe ſeveral rivers which 
vater the: adjacent plains, and render them very 
ertile. 

On the 24th of January they continued their 
journey along the river fide, with a wood of 
live-trees on their left, which afforded them a 
ery agreeable ſhade againſt the heat of the 
un which was very exceſſive. Afterwards they 
paſſed over a very ſteep rock, which brought 
hem into a fine plain overlpread with new 
eras, interſperſed with violets that communi- 
ated their fragrance to the air. They lodged 
hat night in a village, where they found the 
ouſes covered with flares and tiles, on account 
ff the frequent rains which fall there. 

The next day, after travelling tive leagues, 
hey reached the city of Re/cha, where the 
roods are bordered with corn fields parted by 
eep trenches, into which they let in the water 
and uſe it in watering the grounds, when the 
neat of the ſummer has dried up that of the rivers 
near their ſources. 'The country 'people near 
his city apply themſelves chicfly to the cul- 
wation of rice, and their houſes lie icattered 
t the end of each piece of ground. 

The city of Re/chd the capital of the pro- 
ince of Ghilan, is of a conſiderable ſize 
Mut without the leaſt defence; and is fo well 
planted with trees, that the houſes are not diſ- 
overed from among them till you enter the 
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ſtreets, It is ſituated in 31“ north latitude, ani 
in 50 longitude from Lenden. The houſes an 
not ſo well built as thoſe of the other cuts 
of Pera, but are all covered with flates 
tiles; their greateſt ornaments on the outhi 
are the vaſt numbers of citron and orange tree, 
The market-place, which is very large, hast 
great number of ſhops, and proviſions are ven 
cheap. 

* ſtaid five days at Re/chd, they leh 
that city on the zoth of January in the mon. 
ing, and travelled all that day in a ſpaciou 
plain which extends to the very borders of Ch. 
lan. It was planted with box and mulberry: 
trees, and watered by many rivers that hav 
very high bridges. Having proceeded four 
leagues, they took up their quarters at Xn 

'The next day they continued their journey 
through the plain, for four leagues, when they 
found the country ſo well ſtocked with mil. 
berry-trees, that at a diſtance they reſembled: 
foreſt. They alſo ſaw many vineyards, and wo- 
wards evening met the Calenter or Deputy 
Governor of KXeſter, at the head of zo horte, 
and a mule laden with wine, fruits, and other 
proviſions, of which the Ambaſiadors took 1 
collation in the fields, They were ſoon after 
met by the Khan or Governor, accompanied 
by two gentlemen on horſeback, who received 
the Ambaſſadors with more than ordinary d- 
vility, and conducted them to his own houſe at 
Kurah, and after having treated them with 3 
good collation of fruit and preſerves, orderc 
certain gentlemen to attend them to the lodg- 
x 109 
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ngs prepared for them in the city, and made 
hem a preſent of four wild boars. 

The ſmall city of Kurab is ſeated among a 
reat number of trees at the ſame diſtance from 
he Caſpian ſea as Reſchd, that is two leagues 
t is chiefly famous for the birth of Shah Sef, 
ho was then on the throne. 

They left Kurab on the firſt of February 
bout ten in the morning, when the weather 
vas very fair and hot; the Khan taking leave 
ff them when they had proceeded a league from 


y leit 


morn- 


aci 
1 * he city, ordered the Calenter, a young man 
ber f an amiable diſpoſition, to conduct them 


hrough his government. When they had pro- 
eeded two leagues, they came to the Cæſpian 
ea, and having travelled about a league 1 
he ſhore, took up their lodgings at a houſe 
near the torrent of Naſſeru. The next day they 
continued their journey along the ſea fide, to the 
north-weſt, for ſix leagues: together, and that 
ay paſſed at leaſt fourteen ſmall rivers or ra- 
er torrents. About noon their Calenter left 


Jurney 
n they 
mul. 
bled « 
nd to- 


eputy 

bort them to the conduct of the Calenter of A4/ara, 
other who received them on the banks of the river 
wok 18> in2//ar, the common boundary between the 


governments of Kaſter and Aflara, and con- 
ducted them from the high road through ſome 
corn fields to the village of Sengar-Haſara, where 
they lodged that night and were regaled with 
hive wild boars, of which there are vaſt num- 
ders in the adjacent foreſt, becauſe they are 
ſeldom hunted by the Perffans, who are not 
permitted to eat them. : 
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On the third they ſet out early in the mor- 
ing, and procecued four leagues to the ei 
north-eaſt, at nicht took up their lodging in: 
miſerable village. The next day being pro- 
vided with ireth horfes, they continued thei 
journey tour. !:agues along the ſea-coalt to the 
north, and then paſſed through a foreſt tw, 
lee gues in length, in wiiich they croſſed no leb 
than twenty-two rivers. About half a league 
from the village where they were to take up 
their lodgings, they were met by the Khan of 
Aſtura at the head of 200 horſe, who con- 
duct d the Ambaſſadors to the village of C50 
kedehene, ſituated upon a river of the ſame 
name, which runs through it. 
They found the vines in theſe parts as large 
in bulk as a man's middle.. The next day being 
the concluſion of the Perſſan Lent, the Khan en- 
tertained the Ambaſſadors at a noble feaſ; 
when he put them upon their guard, by in- 
forming thein of the danger they were in of be- 
ing attacked by the Cofacks, who had two 
years befor. plundered the city of Re/chd. 
Cn the 7th of February, they proceeded 
ſeven leagues along the ſca-thore to the paſs 
which leads into the province of Lengerkunan. 
This is a narrow bank, raiſed between the 
mountains and. the fens, and the only paſſage 
on this ſide out of the province of Ghilan At 
the end of this cauſeway is the river Serdam, 
from whence they proceed to Lenkeran, where 
they ſtaid three days for ſome perſons belong- 
ing to their train, who had been left _ 
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id alſo to retreſh their camels, and get Yreſ: 
aortes. 

On the 11th they continued their journey 
ade leagues to Keſilgats, croſſing four great 
rivers. The city 1s, imall ; it 1s about half a 
league from the ſea, and fituated upon-a ſmall 
nver in a fine plain. From hence they had a 
full view of the mountains of G4:lan, to the 
weſt· north-weſt, ſinking by degrees into little 
hills towards the country of Mokan. At the 
foot of the mountains were ſeveral handſome 
villages, and a great number of trees planted 
in a ſtrait line along a very large tract of paſ- 
ture ground, ; 

On the 12th of Febraary, they purſued their 
journey - through a champain country, and took 
up their quarters at night in the village of Z/- 
le/au, ſeated at the foot of a very fertile hill. 
The village being inhabited only by ſoldiers, 
maintained out of the King's demeſnes in thoſe 
parts, the houſes were very mean, they being 
made of laths plaſtered with clay. | 

The Ambaſſador Brugman's groom would 
have gone into the firſt houſe he came to, wich 
one of the led horſes, when the Kiſilibaeh, or 
ſoldier to whom it belonged, told him that his 
houſe was free from quartering, and that be- 
ſides he had no convenience for horſes, and 
having a ſtick in his hand, gave the horſe a 
ght blow on the head. Brugman, who ſaw 
the diſpute, inſtantly diſmounted, and in a 
rage ruſhed into the houſe, when the ſoldier 
not knowing him, ſtood upon the defenfive, 
and gave him ſuch a blow on the arm, that he 
LO cried 
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cried out for help. His domeſtics immediateh 
ran to his aſſiſtance, and the poor fellow wa 
ſo terribly beat in his own houſe, that he x 
laſt with great difficulty crawled out of it 
Notwithſtanding this, the Ambaſſador com. 
plained to the Mehemander, who anſwered, 
that he had no power over the Kiſilibach 
whoſe ſuperior officer was not there, and tha 
he who had injured him had received ſuch; 
chaſtiſement, that he doubted whether he woull 
recover. however, he might take what farther 
ſatisfaction he thought fit. Preſuming on thy 
permiſſion, Bregmar immediately ſent to plus. 
der the Kiſilibach's houſe, and ordered his hork 
and arms to be brought away. The next day, 
he got together all his retinue, and cauſed h 
to be publiſhed by ſound of drum, that he 
ſhould depart immediately and that all wh 
would ſtay might do it at their peril. 

Not one of the company, not even his col. 
league, knew his deſign ; but it was ſoon di 
covered, when being mounted, he itopped a 
the Ambaſſador Craſius's lodgings, and ther 
deſired the Mehemander to bring forth the mat 
who had ſtruck him the day before; but he ob. 
jected, that he was ſo dangerouſly wounded, 
that he was unable to riſe. Yet Brugman order. 
ed him to be brought in a coverlet, and no- 
witnſtanding the entreaties of the other Perfan 
in his behalf, commanded an Armenian, wid 
was interpreter for the Tur4if language, to bet 
him with a cudgel. The poor man was foo 


killed, and then Brugman, turning to the Me. 
-hemander and the other Perſ ant, told * 
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hat if Shah Se did not revenge the affront he 
had received, he would ſoon return with ſuffi- 
cient force to obtain ſatisfaction, The other 
ſoldiers ſhewed that they neither wanted the 
will nor the courage to cut them all to pieces, 
ad -only ſeemed reſtrained by the preſence of 
the Mehemander, Who ſtaid behind to pacify 
them, and afterwards prevailed on Brugman to 
return the horſe, arms and furniture to the wife 
and children of the deceaſed. 

They proceeded the three following days 
over the heath of AZckar. On the 15th at night, 
they came within a mile of the river Aras, an- 
ciently called Araxes, and on the 2oth reached 
the city of Scamachie, when by the Khan's ſpe- 
cial order they were lodged with the fame A.- 
nenians who had been their landlords at the time 
of their ſirſt paſſage through that city. On 
the 22d of Februarz, the Khan and Calenter 
came in perſon to invite the Ambaſſadors and 
their retinue to ſupper. The entertainment 
was very magnificent ; but what was moſt oblig- 
ing, was the offers of the Khan's friendſhip 
and ſervice ; and during a ft-y of five weeks 
he took all imaginable opportunities of render- 
ing their abode in that city agreeable, 

On the firſt of March the Miſcovite Envoy. CC 
lebrated the birth-day of the Czar his matter, 
dy a great and ſplendid entertainment, as the 
Khan did the 3d, 6th and 1oth, on account of 
the New-year, when the Ambaidors were 
ſplendidly entertained at his o palace. 

On ths 14th of March, Areb Khan received 


tg garment, according to the cuſtom of Perf; 
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a mark of the continuance of the Sophi! 
favour : for after the Governors have ſent their 
preſents to the Sophi, he ſends them a meſlen. 
ger to inform them, of his favour or diſplez. 
ſure ; who being come near the city where 
the Governor reſides, gives him notice of his 
arrival, when the Khan not being ſure that he 
is ever likely to return, takes leave of the 
whole city; and accompanied by all his friend,, 
goes a league to meet the Envoy ; who no ſooner 
ices him coming, but he makes a halt, and 
the Governor, after having laid his ſword, 
turbant and upper garment, alights, and in x 
{ubr. iſſive poſture” approaches the Envoy, who 
delivers him out of a box covered with rich 
tapeſtry, a latter of grace and a rich garment, or 
elſe demands his head, which is cut of imme. 
diately, and put into the box. Areb Khan 
having, however, received ſome private aſlur- 
ance of his Sovereign's favour, and being will 
ing that the Ambafſadors ſhould be pretent at Mhis a 
this ſoleranity; defired their company, to which What 

they conſented. He appeared on horicback with- ¶ ſorce 
out arms, with ſeveral fine led horſes before ho! 
him, und a guard of fifteen carabiners, beſides M T 
a retinue of above 400 gentlemen and certain n 
perſons c:irrying on the tops of long poles, the ¶ ſeet 
heads of ſome Turks, and the Tuwrki/þ colour Myai: 
Arch had taken. Beivg come in this order to Mof t 
the Sophi's g-rden without the city, and ſeeing me! 
the meſſenger ſtanding at the entrance with 2M Thi 
box in his hand, the K han on being come with H by 

In twice pacts of him, laid aſide his garment ſere 
and turban, with a chearful countcaance ; but Ho 
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as a little ſtartled when he heard the Envoy 
ay nothing, till at laſt breaking ſilence, he cried, 
blaß Sefi ſends thee a. garment and a letter of fa- 
pur, thou art certainly beloved by the Sophi. To 
zhich the Khan briſkly replied, 7 wwijh the So- 
% wealth to encreaje for ever, and that every 
lay of his Iife may be multiplied to a thouſand. 1 
none of his Majeſty's old ſervants. Then taking 
the garment which was of ſea green ſattin, a 
ocket of cloth of gold, a girdle and a turban, 
he meſſenger aſſiſted him in putting them on, 
and was preſented with ſome tomans. The ce- 
remony concluded with the Caſi's or Judge's 
prayer, which ended, the Khan's ſtewards cried 
out aloud Ve pray for the Sophi's proſperity, the 
happy ſucceſs of his arms, and the Khan's health ; 
to which the people anſwered, Alla, Alla, Alla. 
The Khan then returned to the city 'with the 
trumpets and- timbrels ſounding, and the Turks 
keads and colours carried before him, and on- 
at his arrival, invited the Ambaſſadors to dinner; 
cl! bat having that day drank very freely, he was 
- Wforced to retire before it was over, and the 
re whole company withdrew ſoon after. 

The 22d being Holy Thurſday, they ſaw the 
frmenians perform the ceremony of wathing the. 
de feet, which was done at church, when the Prieſt 
5 Waſhed the right foot of the men, and the left 
of the women, and afterwards made upon them. 
ne ſign of the croſs, which conſecrated butter. 
This done he was ſet in a chair, and raiſed up. 
by twelve men, who kept him in the air with 
ſereral acclamations, till he had invited them 
to dinner. 

as Ca 
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On the zoth leaving Scamachie, they marche 
to Pyramaras, and the next day travelled fix leagu 
over the mountains without ſeeing a ſingle yi 
lage, till they took up their quarters at night 
On the firſt of April, they advanced over hil 
and through ſome vallies, that produce rex 
quantities of millet ; and the next day leaviay 


yrene! 
chine 
nd v 
n the 
ithar 
ey t 
inued 


the hills, got into the plain country, and cam be 
within a mile of the ſea. As they paſſed along net 
they ſaw within the compaſs of 500 paces, n oh 
leſs than 3o ſprings of naphtha, a kind of me. g 1. 
dicinal oil or rather a petroleum. Some d 2 le 


theſe were v/hite and others black, but there a nay 
more of the laſt than the firſt, The pits wer Hat 1 
about fifteeen or ſixteen feet deep. 0 
On the 3d they travelled only two league, 
over three little rivers to Schabran, where the 
neighbouring mountains are inhabited by x 
people called Padars, who live upon raping, 
and make their excurſions in ſmall troops for 
20 leagues round, in order to rob traveller, 
The Mehemander being informed that they 
had been at Schabran to inquire after the Ambal- 
ſadors flrength, adviſed the retinue to be upon 
their guard, to keep cloſe together and in fight 
of the baygage. Having the next day paſſed 
four leagues throngh a pleaſant hilly country, 
they came up with a caravan of Maſcovite and 
Circaſſtan merchants, whe looking upon then 
as a ſure defence againſt theſe robbers, ſeemed 
extremely glad of their company, Soon after 
one of the gang appeared at a diſtance, in order 
to take a view of them; but twelve Perfan 
being ſent by the Maehemander to * 
7 


he w' 


threugh Mos covy into PENSIA. 107 
mehend him, he eſcaped in the wood, leaving 


nd which was preſented to the Ambaſſadors. 
n the afternoon they paſſed through the fens 


ey travelled eight leagues through one con- 
inued foreſt, and two days after reached the 
ity of Derbent, where they were met only by a 
omber of Kifilabachs, the Governor not chu- 
no to leave the caſtle, 

The city of Derbent, which is ſituated in 519 
at longitude, and in 419 157 north latitude, 
za league in length and 450 paces broad, and 
nay properly be called the gate of Perſſa on 
hat ſide, becauſe it reaches exactly from the 
dot of the mountains to the ſea ſhore, where 
he waves ſometimes beat over the walls. The 
nodern Perfrans aſſert, that its caſtle and wall 
n the ſouth ſide were built by Alexander the 


Wah - » 
* CY» 


— 
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mult with freeſtone, though they are only form- 
dof muſcle ſhells, and pieces of freeſtone bea- 
en to powder, and moulded like brick ; but 
ime has cemented this ſubſtance to ſuch a de- 
free of hardneſs that no marble is comparable 
01t, The caſtle, which is the ordinary re- 
dence of the Governor, is built upon the top 
fa mountain, and furniſhed with a garriſon of 
doo men who keep conſtant guard. The moſt 
populous quarter of this city is, at the foot of 
he mountain ; but the lower town, which was 
ormerly inhabited by the Greeks, is moſtly 
onvexted into gardens, 
All 


chind him a good ox which he had ſtolen, 


ithin two leagues of NMiaſabethb. On the 5th- 


reat, Theſe are near five feet thick, of a 
eat height, and appear at a diſtance as if 
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All the neighbouring coaſt is one entire rock, 
and the walls on that fide are ſo broad that; 
waggon may be eaſily driven upon them. 

The adjacent mountain. is full of wood, nd 
withſtanding which are ſtill to be ſeen the n 
ins of a wall, extending above 50 leagues i 
length, and 1s {aid to have anciently reache 
from the Caſpian to the Euxine ſeas In ſever 
places it ſtil appears hve or fix feet high fron 
the ground, in others two or three and in fon 

aces there are no remains of it left. Ont 


leſire 
There 
ellin 
ne n 
ſoldie 
o in 
he K 
2dors 
Ted 
ars C 


adjacent hills are alſo the ruins of many anc deri 
ent caitles, two of which remain intire, .' 
have garriſons for their defence, as have alk im: 
ſeveral wooden redoubts, built in certain ear 
venues. 0 cor 

On one ſide of the city are five or 6000 If piſ 
tombs covered with grave ſtones, which e's ?* 
ceed the ordinary ſtature of men, and har At 
ſome Arabic inſcriptions upon them. It is fad” thi 
that Ka/an King of Media, here engaging the ility 
Dagheſlan Tartars, was routed, and ate e 
ordered theſe tombs to be made for his of bim 
flain in the battle. Near the ſea ſhore arc I bet 
tombs much larger than the former, enn fer 
paſſed with a very high wall; theſe are ſaid u nd h 
be the tombs of ſome of his Lords and holy exon 
men, and both the Perfians and Tartars = Wd 
form their devotion in theſe ſepulchres. ſunce 

The inhabitants of Derbent are all Mabe. e 
tans, except a tew Fewws, who are ſaid to be d ety 


epart 
dy, 
arturd 
Vor 


the tribe of Benjamin. It is a place of no tradt 
and both the ſoldiers and inhabitants being al 
inſolent uncivilized people, the Mehemande 


deſited 
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fired the Ambaſſadors to be upon their guard. 
Therefore to remove all opportunities of quar- 
elling, ſtrict orders were given to the reti- 
ve not to give the leaſt offence to any of the 
ſoldiers or inhabitants, and to be careful not 
o intermeddle in their quarrels: and though 


zdors a viſit in their firſt paſſage that way, of- 
red to conduct them ſafely through the Tar- 
ars of Dag heſtan, yet the Amb ſſadors, con- 
dering that he himſelf was a Dag beſtan T ar- 
ar, ſent him word, that they would not give 
im any trouble, and immediate ly ordered all 
he arms to be examined, when they were found 
o conſiſt of 52 muſquets and fuzees, 19 caſes 
f piſtols, two braſs guns, and four murder- 
g pieces. 

At length they got every thing in readineſs 
vr their departure, and as there was no proba- 
ulity of their obtaining bread for ſome time, 
rery man had four days allowance dehvered 
o him; but on the 13th, juſt as they were ready 
0 ſet forward, they were informed that the Go- 
ernor had cauſed the city gates to be ſhut, 
nd he being aſked by the Mehemander his 
erſon for ſo doing, anſwered, that having 
ceived intelligence that one -O/ayn a Tartar 
rnce near Derbent, intended to attack them 
their way, he being anſwerable for their 
fety to the Sophi, could not ſuffer them to 
epart without a convoy, which not being 
dy, he defired they would defer their de- 
ture till the next day. This they were ſen- 


Vor. XIV. L ſible 


he Khan of Tartu, who had paid the Ambaſ- 


3 r 
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fible was no more than an excuſe, and though 
they were not deſirous of this convoy, they 

thanked him for his care, only deſiring ley $4 
to go out of the city, where they would wai 
for the convoy, which being readily granted 
they pitched their tents at about a mile's dil. 
tance, near a fine vineyard upon the bank of Ve 
ſmall river, that is the common boundary e / 
tween the Perſſan dominions and thoſe of H 4 
Daghe/tan Tartars. V 
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They leave Derbent without a Convoy, A De- 
ſcription of he Dagheſtan Tartars, who are 
affronted by the Ambaſſador Brugman. The 
Vexaticns they meet with at Tarkin the Capi- 
tal, and the dreadful Apprehenſions they are 
under of being attacked by thoſe, and other 
Tartarian Nations. They at length arrive at 
the Town of Andre, where they are kindly en- 
tertained. They leave that City and enter Cir- 
caſſia, where they ſee many Serpents and a pecu- 
liar kind of Field-Mice. They arrive at Terki; 
proceed through a-deſolate Foreſt to Aſtrachan; 
arrive at Moſcow, and leaving that City, re- 
turn to Gottorp. 


T HE M ſtaid the next morning till the ſun 
had riſen three hours, for the convoy pro- 
miſed them by the Governor ; but none ap- 
pearing, they proceeded on their journey. Their 
three Lieutenants, with the ſoldiers under their 
command, marched in the van; after them 
came a field piece, and the four murdering 
pieces; then the baggage, and the Ambaſſador 
Cruffus ; and theſe were followed by another 
held-piece, by the Ambaſſador Brugman and 
the reſt of the retinue. In this order they en- 
tered the country of Dagheſtan. 
L 2 


The 
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The Dagheſtan Tartars dwell among the 
mountains and in the plains at their foot, which 
in ſome places are 20 or 30 leagues diſtatt H 
from the Caſpian ſea, and theſe plains extend 


" WT ral 
along the coaſt to the north as far as Ter, ten 
comprehending à track of 40 __ The tine! 
complexion- of theſe Tartars is a dark yelloy lay 
inclining to black. They have very diſagree tour 
able faces, but have ſtrong limbs, and their fixed 
black hair falls round their ſhoulders. Ther I nam 
garments are a grey or black cloſe coat, f M..... 
coarſe cloth, over which they wear a cloak of guar 
the ſame ſtuff, and ſometimes of ſheep- ein. 0 
They have ſquare caps patched together vi coun 
cloth of ſeveral colours, and their ſhoes are 0 ly * 


ſheep-ikin or horſe's hide, and are made of one Will jp... 
piece ſewed together at the inſtep or at the 
| ſides; and they are armed with ſcymeters, WW lock 
bows, arrows and javelins. They live chief) keep 
upon their cattle, and the managment of which ho 
intirely depends upon the women, the men's W nan 
profeſſion being to rob and ſteal : they even ¶ cour 
attack all they meet, without being afraid ei- ¶ jew 
ther of the Per/ians or Maſcovites, on account ¶ term 
of their retreating places among the mountains; ¶ mag; 
ſo that the caravans, if not ſtrong enough to en- WW grea 
| counter them, muſt proceed by ſea. They art the ( 
| not governed by one ſingle perſon, but each I mak 
city with its- territories has its peculiar Lord; The. 
who is not abſolute, but ſhares the govern- I ter, 
ment with the other Lords. He is called the well 
Schemkal, and upon his death the Murſas or not 
Lords of the country meet, and being ſat dow? N vith 


1 in a circle, the prieſt of the place throws = the f 
| | en 
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den apple into it, and he who is firſt touched 
by it, is the Schemkal. bat: 
Having travelled five leagues through ſeve- 
ral villages and fertile fields, they fortified 
themſelves with their baggage, and placed ſen- 
tinels to prevent being ſurprized. The next 
day they travelled ſix leagnes through a hilly 
country; entered the lordſhip of Boinack, and 
fixed their quarters near a village of the ſame 
"WH name, on the aſcent of a hill, which being in- 
acceſſible to the ſea ſide, they took care to 
uard their quarters with their baggage, placed 
in the form of a creſcent. The Lord of this 
country is not very powerful, but extreme- 
ly wealthy in cattle. Here the Ambaſſador 
Brugman, being vexed at the inhabitants ſtand- 
ing to ſtare at them, would have had ſome fire- 
locks without ball diſcharged to make them 
keep off, and was highly incenſed at the men 
"Who had the prudence not to execute his com- 
mand. Theſe barbarians, who did not want 
courage, were highly offended at the marks he 
ſhewed of diſlike, and told the people in plain 
terms, that they, and not the Ambaſſadors were 
maſters of the country ; that they were in no 
great fear either of the Sophi of Per/ia, or 
the Czar of Mo/cory, and that they could eaſily 
make theſe ſtrangers repent their haughtineſs. 
They even refuſed to allow them to fetch wa- 
ter, without paying for it, but finding that the 
well was within reach of the cannon, they did 
not think fit to diſpute that point any longer 
with them. The Schemkal alſo ſent them word 
lie ſame night, that they ſhould not ſtir thence 


L 3 till 
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had almoſt complimented them into a g00 
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till he had viſited their baggage ; but the Am. vin 
baſſadors anſwering, that they were not mer. WW Th 
chants but Ambaſſadors, and as ſuch would ma: 
maintain their prerogative, they heard no more but 
of him, had 

On the 16th they ſat out early in the mom - Va- 
ing, and ſaw ſeveral ſmall troops of Tartan, MW can 


ſometimes before and ſometimes behind then; be, 


but after a journey of ſeven leagues, they in 
pitched their tents near the city of Tarku wii. fur} 
in a league of the fea. The Khan being fk littl 
he ſent his brother and three other perſons of N 
diſtinction to compliment them on their arr-W er. 
val; in return for which they ſent him then . 

hyſician, who ſucceeded ſo well in the cure, tha 
that the Khan returned him his thanks for thi and 
favour. mei 

Tarku, the metropolis of all Dagbeſtan, is in- 
cloſed within the mountains by ſteep rocks 
which are ſo covered with ſhells of the fize 0 
a walnut, that they ſeem at a diſtance to con- 
ſiſt of nothing elſe; and though the rock isn 
hard as flint, yet it affords very good paſcure tha! 
on its top, and many fine ſprings that furnil the! 
the city with freſh water. Tar# is without wall, mo 
and contains about a 1000 houſes built aft pal 
the Perſian manner, but not ſo well. The met dell 
are here very ſavage and barbarous, but theiſ Jun 
married women * maids are pretty well civi. the 
lized, and do not live under the ſame refrait per 
as thoſe of Per/ia. 

Though the Khan, whoſe name was Surctm, 


opinion of his ſincerity, they were ſocn con 
vincel 
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vinced that they were never in greater danger. 
They would fain have perſuaded their Mehe- 
mander to have proceeded with them to Terki.; 
but he excuſed himſelf, by alledging, that he 
had expreſs_ orders to conduct them only to 
Tarku, and while they were in treaty with the 
camel drivers to carry their baggage thither, 
he, without their knowledge, returned back 
in the night, and took them with him. The 
ſurprize of this ſudden departure was not a 
little increaſed by what they were told by 
two Mo/covite women, who had married Tar- 
tar;, and who informed them that thoſe of O/- 
mn Boinack, had ſent word to Surchou Khan, 
that the Ambaſſadors had paſſed their country, | 
and that inſtead of paying the duties for their | 
merchandize and baggage, they had the inſo- | 
lence to-threaten them, and therefore they were 
ks, reſolved to be revenged, by killing all the old 
off men, and making the reſt ſlaves. Upon hear- 
. ing this news, and obſerving that not the leaſt 
care was taken for their departnre, and alfa, 
un that meſſengers were conſtantly paſſing between 
ia #heſe Tartarian chiefs; the Ambaſſadors ſum- 
I moned a council, conſiſting of all the princi- 
ur pal perſons of the retinue, to conſult what was 
en belt to be done in this extremity. At this 
ein juncture ſome could not forbear reflecting on 
vi the Ambaſſador Brugman's conduct, in exaſ- 
iy peratiny the people; but as this afforded them 

no relief, it was reſolved, as there were no 
hopes of eſcape, to ſell their lives as dear as 
poſſible, rather than fall into the hands of theſe 
barbarians, Indecd, they afterwards found that 
theſe: 


— 
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theſe chiefs were actually concerting meaſure 
to attack them, which they would have dune 
had not the Schemkal, thinking they had vag 
treaſure along with them, flattered himſelf with 
the hopes of getting the whole booty himſelf; 
for this purpoſe he ſent to let them know that 
he would have them take their way over the 
bridge of boats above the city where he re. 
ſided, and that if they choſe any other way, 
he mutt look upon them as enemies. The 
meſſenger had no ſooner concluded, but he was 
going away without expecting an anſwer, when 
the Mo/covite Envoy boldly ſeizing him by the 
arm cried, ©* Friend, tell the Schemkal it is 
* not his buſineſs to direct the way we are 
«© to take, which we ſhall chuſe at our own 
„ pleaſure. Perhaps it may not be difficult 
« for him to cut off a handful of men ; but 
let him know that the Czar my Maſter, whoſe 
«© honour lies at ſtake, will take a moſt dreadful 
% revenge.” 

This bold anſwer made the Tartars change 
their reſolutions; even four of their Princes 
now paid the Ambaſſadors a viſit, in their tent, 
and ſtaid dinner with them, and theſe were fol- 
lowed by Prince Q/myn's brother, and the 
Daruga of Tark«, who frankly told them, that 
they ought not to rely upon the Khan's pro- 
miſes, *till they had made him their friend by 
giving him a preſent, They accordingly ſent 
him a pair of gold bracelets, a piſtol, a fuzee, 
a barrel of powder, two pieces of Pena 
ſattin, and ſome ſpices, which put him in ſo 


good a humour, that he not only promiſed 
E 
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de Ambaſſadors to let them have for their 
money, whatever they wanted ; but invited 
them and four of their retinue to dinner, and 
entertained them with eight diſhes of mutton, 
urds, whitings, and rice. Their drink was 
water in glaſſes, and afterwards brandy in filver 
cups. After dinner the Khan by his own deſire, 
was enterrtained three hours with their muſic, 
after which meat was brought in again, and one 
e of the carvers having minced it, ſerved it up by 
handfuls while they were obliged to ſhew no 
ſens of diſguſt. They were alſo invited to ſeve- 
al other entertainments. 

On the 23d of April, the waggons for their 
baggage being got ready and loaded, Surchou 
Khan ſent to let them know, that he had re- 
ceived intelligence that the Schemkal Sultan 
Mahmud lay in ambuſh to intercept their paſ- 
ſage, and that therefore he could not permit 
them to depart. The ſame evening 20 Tarta- 
rian horſemen well armed, pitched their tents 
near them, and being aſked what brought them 
thither, replied, they had been ſent by Prince 
Oſmyn to the Schemkal, to inform him, that the 
\mbaſſadors being friends to the Sophi of Per- 
a and the Czar of Mo/covy, he had let them 
paſs unmoleſted, without paying any duties, 


o- Wand defired him to do ſo too, which the Schem- 
y Wal had promiſed. Theſe Tartars departed 
nt Nearly the next morning, and ſoon after two 
e, Ineſſengers came from the Schemkal to know 
ar the reaſon why the Ambaſſadors did not pro- 
ſo Need on their journey, and to promiſe them all 
ed maginable aſſiſtance, provided they took the 


way 
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way he had directed. Theſe were no ſoong 
one, than Surchou Khan came in perſon, u prin 
pay the Ambaſſadors a viſit, and let them know, Wer t 
that every thing was ready for their journey; po 
but that knowing the Schemkal better tha of 7/ 
they did, he would adviſe them to ſtay eig bat 
dahs longer, in which time he hoped to ſee deri 
Perſian Ambaſſador there, and he would the Solt 
provide a ſufſicient convoy. "Theſe wnfinu-WMcont 
tions threw them into a greater perplexiyWſupp 
than ever, not knowing whom they had vil Q 
trult, In this extremity, they had recourſe uA 
the Governor of Terki, whom they deſired wn 
ſend them a convoy of Strelitzers ; but this he 
abſolutely refuſed. In the mean while, ſong 
Armenian merchants, who. had ftaid in bopesq 
going in their company, ſuddenly retired unto 
the city upon a rumour that 200 Tartar: it 
tended to attack the Ambaſſadors. To add u 
their affliction, the continual rains had pene- 
trated through their tents and cloaks, and pre- 
vented their making any fires : and they dun 
not venture themſelves in the Tartarian huts, 
for fear of being ſeized and made flaves, Thes 
and other circumſtances rendered their condit 
on extremely deplorable, not knowing whil 
reſolution they had to take. At length, the 
ſent a meſſenger to the Schemkal to deſite 
paſſage, who returned the next day with tout 
Tartars, and brought them word that the Schen 
kal was, much ſurprized at the character Sur 
chou Khan had unjuſtly given of him : thi 
he offered them all his intereſt and ſervice t 
forward them in their journey, and as a proc 
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of his ſincerity would ſend them three of the 
principal men in his dominions, as hoſtages 
for their paſſing ſafely throught his territories, 
Upon theſe aſſurances they left Tark on the 12th 
of May, and travelled two leagues thro? a plain, 
but barren country, to a rivulet that parts the 
werritories of the Prince of Taru, and Schemkal. 
Sultan Mahmud, where they were forced to be 
contented with bread and muddy water for their 
ſupper. 

On the 14th, they proceeded to the river 
Koiſu, which is deep and rapid; near it the 
town of Andre 1s fituated upon the ſide of a hill, 
and is the ordinary reſidence of the Schemkal. 
Over the river they and all their baggage, car- 
ried in 70 waggons, were conveyed by the Tar- 
tar; in boats, two of which were joined toge- 
ther, and a hurdle laid over them, the expence 
of the whole being 40 crowns. Soon after the 
Schemkal with his brother, and a train of 50 
perſons on horſeback, came to pay them a viſit : 
he was about 36 years of age, very robuſt, 
and of an agreeable countenance. , He had 
z garment of green ſattin, over whiKh he wore 
a cloak of coarſe cloth. His arms, as well 
a3 thoſe of his company, were a ſcymeter, 
e bow and arrows. Ee brought along with him 
* IF iome ſheep and lambs, and a large cauldron 
ug tall of ſturgeon, boiled in ſalt and water, with 
freſh butter and ſorrel for ſauce; a diſh, which 
in their preſent circumſtances, ſecmed more a- 
greeable, than all the delicacics of Pia. They 
entertained him with their muſic, the diſcharge 
of their artillery, and with drinking Rory 
or 
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for two hours, when being got half drunk be 
retired, but returned ſoon after, and the An. 
baſſadors preſented him with a pair of gold 
bracelets, a filver cup, a ſcarlet cloak lined with 
fur, a caſe of piſtols, a ſword, a barrel of pos. i 
der, ſome Perſſan ſilk ſtuffs, and ſome goats." 5 
ſkin dreſſed into leather. He was ſo pleaſe 
with the cloak that he put it on upon the ſpot, 
and preſented his own to the Ambaſſador Bray. 
man, who had the complaiſance to flatter him by 
ſaying, that at ſo great a diſtance, they had 
but an imperfect idea of theſe parts, and there. 
fore had not provided themſelves with preſents 
ſuitable to his greatneſs; but that having now 
eſtabliſhed a free commerce with Per/ia, they 
would make ample amends for it the next time 
they came that way, when they would bring 
full inſtructions to enter into a perpetual league 
with him, which he did not doubt would tum 
to their mutual advantage. 'This flattery had 
ſuch an effect, that the Schemkal got horſes 
and carriages for them, at a very reaſonable 
rate, and even conducted them with 50 hork, 
through a thick wood, and afterwards took hy 
leave in a very obliging manner. 

On the 18th they entered Circa/ia, which 
though moſtly inhabited by Pagans and Mabo. 
metan Tartars, yet it was no ſmall ſatisſaction 
to the Ambaſſadors and their retinue, to find 
themſelves in a country under the juriidiftion 
of a Chriſtian Prince, * However, proviſions, 
and particularly meat, were here fo ſcarce, that 
they could hardly obtain it for their money, 
Io that they paid above 3o ſhillings for a E. 
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he next day they pitched their tents in a plain 


""Mccuntry full of reeds, near a well, the water of 
ch was ſo muddy and ſtinking, that the 
.d would not touch it, and they here found 
r he ground full of holes made by ſerpents. The 


blowing day they continued their journey over 
barren ſoil, four leagues to the city of Teri, 
ſeeing in the way many ſerpents of the thick- 


$ des of a man's arm, and fix feet in length, 
: porting in the ſun, and near Ter#i a peculiar 
ad of field-mice, called by the Arabian, Jer- 


nah. They are nearly as big as a ſquirrel, 
nd not unlike it in ſhape, except their being 
f a darker colour, and having heads like rats: 
hey have long ears, and the fore feet are ſhorter 
han thoſe behind, which renders them unfit 
vr running, but they will leap five or fix feet 
oh from the ground, with their tails laid 
wer their backs, which, like thoſe of other 
ice, are long and without hair. There are 
aſt numbers of them in Arabia and about Ba- 
hun, where they are frequently eaten by the 
thabitants, If they get into the houſes it 
ſaid they will carry all the money they meet 
vith into their neſts, | 
About a mile from Terk; they were met by 
e brother of Prince Mu//al, with a Colonel 
dr © the Macovite Waywode, to compliment 
em on their happy arrival, and while lodg- 
ugs were preparing for them in the city, they 
un entertained with a collation of ginger- 
„aa, mead and brandy, The following day 
de Ambaſſadors were treated with four diſhes 
rie of the Waywode's kitchen. They ſent 
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their compliments to the Princeſs Bzka, Prin 
Mufjal's mother, and a few days after paid he 
a viſit in perſon, dined with her, and entertain 
ed her with their malic. | 

On the 21ſt of May, they began to prepan 
for their departure, and bargained with the 


waggoners of Terk, at a crown for every wa 0 
gon and two horſes, to carry them over the d nd 
art, which was 70 leagues, to Afrachan ; ue 


as they were now joined by many Perſian, Tun 
h, Greek, and Mo/covite merchants, they ha 
above 200 waggons, each of which carne 
three or four perſons; but their allowance fe 
ſo long a journey was very lender ; for it onh 
conſiſted of ſome hard biſcuit, a loaf of mould 
brown bread, and half a dried ſtinking ſalmon 
for each man in the retinue. They did no 


even provide drink, becauſe the Ambaſſado 1 
Brugman would not be at the expence of hing oh 


a waggon to carry it, and though they were nc 
then very ſollicitous about it, they had ſont 
ſufficient reaſon to repent of this ill condud 
For in that dreadful deſart they travelled ele 
ven days, without ſeeing ſo much as a city 
village, or even a hill, tree, or bird, or an 
river, but the Ki/lar, and one ſmall brook 0 
freſh water; the whole being a vaſt ſandy plain 
which here and there produced a little gral 
and ſome ſtanding pools of ſalt and ſtinkin 
water. They were therefore greatly afflian 
with heat, thirſt, gnats, waſps, and other 1 
ſects. However at length they took up the 
quarters upon the banks of the Volga, opp 
ſite to Araclan, where many of the peo! 

prompte 
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rompted by thirſt, ran up to their knees in the 
er to drink, Immediately ſome of their 
friends came from Afrachan to bid them wel- 
ome, and freſh proviſions being brought them at 
he ſame time, they ſtaid all the day near the 
river, to give leiſure to the Governor to provide 
them lodgings. 

On the 15th of June, they paſſed the river, 
nd had their quarters appointed them in a 
arge ſtorehouſe without the city, near the ri- 
er fide, where they found a great quantity of 
proviſions ſent thither by the Duke of Holſtein'e 
tor at Moſcow ; but the Ambaſſador Brug- 
mar having ordered all the baggage to be ſhut 
up in one room, ſome of the retinue were ſo ex- 
alperated, that they forced open the doors, and 
ook away their cheſts in ſpite of the ſentinel that 
ood guard. 

The Ambaſſadors during their refidence in 
his city, ſent part of their retinue with ſome 
horſes to My/cow by land, and then bought 
two boats 60 feet long and 15 broad, and 

ired 30 watermen to row them to Caſan. A 
ew days before their departure, ſome Meſco- 
vite Strelitzers brought the Ambaſſadors two 
girls, one of ten, and the other of ſeven years 
f age, in order to ſell them. The firſt was a 
daughter of a Tartar of Trecos, and had been 
ade priſoner by the Cofacks at the taking of 
E, and the latter had been ſtolen not far from 
Wrachan, and being very young, they had 
put her naked ina bag. The Ambaſſador Brug- 
nan purchaſed them both, one for 25, and 
lhe other for 16 crowns, and after his return 
1 into 
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into Holſtein preſented them to the Ducheſs, why 
had them inſtructed and baptized. 

On the 7th of September, the Ambaſſadors d. 
vided their retinue, and each of them embarkin 
in his own boat upon the Volga, ſailed for Caſas, 
where they ſtaid five weeks, *till the ice was 
ready to bear. On the 13th, they proceeded on 
their journey in 60 ſledges, and on the 2d d 
January made their public entry into Macau, 
each of the Ambaſſadors riding in a rich {ledye 
lined with crimſon. velvet, and adorned with 
Per/ian carpets. The chief of their retinue be. 
ing mounted on 12 white horſes out of the Czar; 
ſtables. | | | 

On the 18th the Ambaſſadors had their fit 
private audience, and having a few days after 
obtained their audience of leave from the Czar, 
proceeded towards Germany, and arrived at G0. 


torp on the firſt of Auguſt, which put a period to 
their travels, 
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AND BACK THROUGH 


RUSSIA, GERMANY, and HOLLAND. 


CHAP. 


Mr. Hanway /ails to Riga, from whence he pro- 
ceeds by Land by the Way of Dorpt and Narva, 
to Peterſburgh. | 


R. Elton, an Engliſh gentleman, bred to 
the ſea, having agreed with the court 
of Pera, about ſettling a trade through Rua 
into that empire, and afterwards entering into 
the ſervice of Nadir Shah, for whom he was to 
build ſhips in the European manner; the Engliſh 
factors belonging to the Ruſfa company, grew 
uneaſy at the apprehenſions of the offence that 
M 3 might 
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might be taken by the Ryſian court. About 
this time Mr. Hanway, a gentleman equally 
diſtinguiſhed by his piety, humanity, and good 
ſenſe, being well acquainted with the nature 
of that trade, accepted of the offer of becoming 
partner with a factor at Peter/ſourgh, and being 
deſirous of ſeeing Per/ia, a country To famous 
for great and memorable events, both in ancient 
and modern hiſtory, reſolved to endeavour ty 
complete the eſtabliſhment of a trade, which wa 
the object of the ſanguine hopes of the moſt con- 
ſiderable of our merchants. This may ſerve 2 
an introduction to his travels, which we ſhall 
give in as conciſe a manner as poſſible. 

In April, 1743, this gentleman embarked in 
the river Thames on board an Engliſb ſhip bound 
for Riga, and in May entered the Sound. This 
ſtreight is about two Engliſb miles broad, and 
the caſtle of Kronenburgb, on the Daniſh ſide, 
guards the entrance, while Z//nbarg is on the 
oppoſite ſide on the Savediſb continent. The 
duty paid to the Danes on entering the Sound, 
has varied at different ꝓeriods of time. The 
cattle of &roxenburg, which is mounted with 
large cannon, projects into the water, and is 
jo far detached from the town of El/aneur, as 
to enjoy an open and delightful proſpect, and 
by its buildings, extent, and verdure within 


the walls, is rendered an -agreeable place. 


EMfzour is a neat little town about 20 miles 


rom Copenhagen ; it is watered by a ſpring in 


ine eaſt part of it, and the ſtreets being in 
me places lined with trees, have an agreeable 
; effect. 
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fet. Here the conſuls of England, France, 
land and Sweden reſide; and the neighbour- 
od of the Sewwedes makes the Daniſh garriſon 
ict in the examination of all who come into 
be town. From Elfineur he ſailed by Copen- 
zen, where the royal palace forms a magni- 
cent proſpect from the fea, He ſoon after 
eſcried the coaſt of Courland, which had a 
mdy and inhoſpitable appearance; and near 
ie end of May arrived in the bay of Riga. 
he Baltic, which on his entrance into it, 
as extremely cold, and in the raiddle of May 
frequently covered with ice, was now re- 
arkably pleaſant, and it is not eaſy to con- 
ave how much the ſcene was changed for the. 
ter, 

Mr. Hanway, on his landing, was carried as 
priſoner to the caſtle of Daweramund, where 
e was kept above an hour, in the company: 
common ſoldiers and under-ſecretaries ; tho“ 
? had letters of recommendation from the. 
an Miniſter at the court of London, to 
e Great Chancellor of Ra; but they made 
eat difficulties on the want of a paſſport, 
tich it is not uſual to bring from England; 
it the maſter of the ſhip had no ſooner pre- 
ated the ordinary compliment, than they were 
ceived by the officer on duty, as tne friends 
| his ſovereign, and from thence went by 
ad about half a day's journey to Riga, where 
i Author arrived on the 2oth of May, and 
en found the weather as hot as ever he had 
tit, though he had lived many years in Por- 
fl: for the ſun leaving the horizon only 
| chree 


greateſt, kindneſs by the Britiſb factors; but 
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three or four hours, and its reflection con- uſa: 
tinuing a great part of that time, netther the 
earth nor the air has time to become tempe. 
rate. 

Mr. Hanway was received at Riga with the 


Actor 
of thi 
or t! 
liſting 
orat! 


though he produced the molt indiſputable cre- 
dentials, he was obliged to wait in that cit 
ſeventeen days as a ſtate-priſoner ; for there 
being then a war between Ru/jia and Swede, 
the 1 had received orders, that no per- 
ſon ſhould proceed from thence without exprelz 
leave from the court then reſiding at Peter. 
burgh. This time he ſpent as agreeably as a 
garriſon and its confines would permit ; but 
was not a little incommoded by the extreme 
heat of the weather. He was there aſſured 
by people of undoubted veracity, that after 
the melting of the ſnow, the earth being im- 
pregnanted with the nitre it contains, ſometimes 
brings to maturity, in ſix weeks, the rye that 
has lain the ground during the winter ; and that 
wheat has been ſown and reaped within that 
time. 

The city of Riga was built about the year 
1190, when this country firſt received the Cn. 
ſtian religion. It is the metropolis of Livonia, 
and is ſituated in 57. north latitude, on the 
north-eaſt ſide of the Dena, which runs into 
the gulph of Riga. It was taken from tie 
Swedes by Peter the Great in 1713; but the 
magiſtracy preſerve the civil power, and their 
antient immunities; while the burghers hae 
the ſole right of buying of the Poliſi and 
Ruſjan 
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U- fan merchants; conſequently the Exgliſb 
he WF:ctors, and other foreigners, can only buy 
e- the burghers. There 1s a provincial court 


vr the affairs of the province, conſidered as 
lifint from the city, and beſides the cor- 
oration of burghers, which has ſolely the 


te- Nanagement of the city affairs, the crown has 
ity court under the N. Man laws, which takes 
ere Woonizance of the aſſeſſments for quartering of 
en, Woldiers, and other affairs relating to the go- 
er- Wernment. 


The Dwena is generally frozen about the 


nddle of March; ſo that it has the advantage 
f Peterſburgh, where the Neva 1s cloſed about 
ix weeks longer. When the ice breaks up, it 
requently comes down in ſuch large pieces, as 
remove points of land, and form banks, that 
n-Wometimes remain for ſeveral years. On this 


mes Wiccount no ſtanding bridge can be built over 


hat Wie river; and there is only one of rafts and 
that Wozrds during the ſummer ſeaſon ; ſo that people 
taal even with the ſurface of the water. 

The chief commodities here are maſts, tim- 
year er, flax and hemp, great part of which is 
bought from the Poliſh. Ukraine. Near 500 
n01ps have been annually loaded at Riga, of 
teh nich zoo were from the United Provinces : but 
node number of Dutch ſhips at this port have 
theWeitely decreaſed. | 
The houſes are built with ſteep roofs, for 
de better carrying off the water, which 1s very 
enetrating on the melting of the ſnow : where- 

in 


nd of November, and open again near the 
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in they have the advantage of the Ruſfant, w 
have ſtill greater occafion to provide again 
the like inconvenience. The cellars are uſel 
as warehouſes for flax and other goods ; and tht 
entrance or firſt apartment in moſt houſes js th 
coach-houſe, through which you muſt paſs t 
the parlour and dining-room. The houſes ax 


narrow. The language of the people of Riga 
German; but the peaſants in its neighbourhood 
and other parts of Livonia, ſpeak High Dutch, 
dialect entirely different from the German. 

Mr. Hanway having at length procured 
paſſport, he provided himſelf with a ſleeping 
waggon, which is made of leather, reſembling 
a cradle, and hung upon braces, and in th 
manner rode poſt to Peterſburgh ; in this journe 
he found the horſes bad, but the ſtages were 
ſhort, and the inns clean. 

Having paſſed through ſeveral inconfider 
able places, he arrived at Derpt, which is about 
230 werſts from Riga, and ftands in a plan 
watered by the river Embect, which runs int 
the lake Peipus. The country on the ſide w. 
wards Riga, preſents a moſt delightful proſpett; 
and the trade of the towns conſiſts moſtly in 
corn and flax, Dorpt reſembles a ſuperb hea 
of rains, among which are the remains of : 
caſtle which Peter the Great took from the 
Swedes in 1704, and upon this occaſion gren 
2 of the town was deſtroyed by fire. Fron 

ence the country is cleared of wood, and wel 
inhabited. 1 
. 
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Mr. Hanway now travelled along the banks of 

he lake Peipus, which is 120 werſts long and 60 
broad, having a communication with the lake. 
cha or Phſtew, the borders of which are fa- 
nous for producing flax. From thence he pro- 
eeded through ſeveral places to Narva, the ca- 
ital of Eſtonia. This city is not large, but 
jtands on a riſing ground, and is clean and well 
ortified, Its trade conſiſts moſtly in flax and 
imber. Two werſts above the town 15 a cataract 
n the river Narva, at which they are obliged to 
mload the barks. This city is remarkable for 
e great defeat which the Ry/rans met with in 
he year 1700, when 100,000 of them fled be- 
fore a handful of Swedes, From this place he 
avelled 146 werſts to Peterſburgh, the whole 
liſtance between Narva and that city being 549 
verlts, or 398 miles. 
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The Author offers his Service to go into Perſia; tak 
the Charge of a Caravan of Woollen Good: d 
figned for that Empire. The Country deſeritu 
through which he paſſes ; with a Deſcription i 
Valdai and Twere; of the great Road begun | 
Peter the Great ; and of the City of Moſcoy, 


UR Author arrived at Peterſburgh on thi 
O 10th of June, and was extremely pleaſe 
to find acity ſo open, airy, and in many place 
ſo regularly built with good houſes in the 1rali 
taſte, 

Our readers may remember, that Mr. Har 
away had formed the deſign of viſiting Perf 
ſhould any convenient opportunity offer. Se 
veral intimations of the diſtreſſed condition of 
that country, indeed made ſome impreſſion on 
him; but did not abate his curioſity. Hi 
partner, and the other factors, were ſoon a 
larmed at the complaints of the Ry/iar court 
againſt Mr. Elton; and it being reſolved that 
one of them ſhould go into Pera, Mr. Har 
way oftered his ſervice, which was accepted. 
Having at length obtained a paſſport from the 
court of Ruf/ia, he provided a ſleeping waggon, 
another for his clerk, and a third for his bay-W 
gag alſo a Ry/ian menial ſervant, a Tartar 
boy, and a ſoldier: then receiving ſuch inſtruc- 
| tion 
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ons as were neceſſary from the factors who 
ere intereſted in this new commerce, he took 
don him the charge of a caravan of thirty- 
ven bales of Zr elif cloth, and prepared for 
s journey. 

The caravan of cloth, conſiſting of twenty 
als, ſet out on the firſt of Septe We and on 
„ 10th Mr. Hanway followed it. He had an 
der for nine poſt horſes, and was to pay a 
thing each, for every werſt; but being re- 
red to make all poſſible ſpeed, he hired p2a- 
ants horſes, which are better, and double the 
xpence, In two days he reached the river Yol- 
f, when the ferry-man finding he was a mer- 
hant, began to be inſolent; for the Ruſſian 
ors have a contemptible notion of all traders : 
e delay and 1mpertinence to which he was 
poſed, obliged his ſoldier to exerciſe his cane, 


Har Which ſoon brought the fellow to reaſon, and 


dl WE him” perform his office. On the 1 3th, 
Sie darkneſs of the night, with the wind and 

on lin, together with the badneſs of the road, 

1 — d one of the carriages being ſtuck in a bog, 
ö 


liged our Author and his attendints to ſleep 
their waggons in the open fields, and the 
xt day they reached Baanitz, which is near 
wogorod, and is 230 werlt from Peterſburgh. 
he weather was now mild, the road was open 
d pleaſant, and proviſions ſo cheap, that good 
ef might be bought for the value of three 
things a pound, mutton and pork in pro- 
tion, and bread at about one ſixth pare of 
 ufual value in England. 


n a 
court 
that 
Har 
pted, 
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On the 15th, they arrived at Valdai, whe 
is a conſiderable monaſtery. The inhabitan 
are moſtly Poles, brought here as priſonen 
former wars; but the diſtinction is now aln 
loſt. The dreſs of the women is neater, a 
their perſons handſomer than the generality ( 
the Ruan peaſants ; but their exceſſive laig 
ter, and painting their faces; greatly dimini 
their external charms. The country is bil 
and affords many pleaſant proſpects; and M 
Hanway obſerves, that Venus ſeems to ha 
made this her particular- refidence, from 1] 
many amorous ſongs admired by the Rufi 
in relation to the ſcenes of delight this pla 
affords ; though the moſt refined parts of lv 
are hardly to be found among. the preſent i 
habitants. The next day our Author got! 
Tavere, where he came up with his caram 
Great complaints were made by the carriers 
the badneſs of the roads, which encreaſed ! 
fears of not reaching Feria that year; then 
fore, inſtead of one- horſe to each load, he « 
dered two, and promiſed the carriers a hand 
ſome preſent, on condition of their exertin 
themſelves to the utmoſt of their nower. 

In Ruffa, carriages for merchandize are ni 
or ten feet long, and two or three feet broad 
they are principally compoſed of two firat 
poles, ſupported by four flight wheels of ne! 
an equal ſize, and about the height of the fal 
wheels of our coaches ; many. of them b. 
wheels of a ſingle piece of wood, and fo 
are not ſhed with iron. Theſe carriages 1 

dra 
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moraſſes, till then thought impaſſable. In 
menſe quantities of timber where hewn don 
ditches were made and the earth being thro 
up and levelled, ſtrait firs with their ſurface 
made plain, were laid cloſe to each other upo 
it. "Theſe are ſupported by a foundation « 
the ſame kind of timber, compoſed of a 10 
of trees on each fide ſecured by croſs timber 
This road of timber is carried according as 
- Jard requires it, for about 150 werſts, and: 
Mr. Hanway calculated, contains two millig 
one hundred thouſand trees; beſides whic 
there are on the ſides of the road great qua 
tities of timber that have never been uſed, 
 Meſcexw is in the latitude of 55%. 407. and 
built ſomewhat after the Eaſtern manner, 
having few regular ſtreets, and a great nun 
ber of houſes with gardens. It is about | 
teen Engliſb miles in circmference, the 
rer Myſewa runs through it, and making ma 
windings, adds a very ſtriking beauty to 
city; but in ſummer it is in many places ſt 
low and unnavigable. Several eminences, i 
terſperſed with groves, gardens, and lay 
form the moſt delightful proſpe& ; but d 
dreadful fires that have laid waſte the 
have hardly left houſes fufficient to accomm 
cate the Empreſs's retinue, without diſtre 
ing the people. The imperial palace in 
city is remarkable for ſcarce any thing but 
having zo chapels and a very lofty hangit 
garden; but great part of it appears rati 
like a priſon than a royal palace. The numb 
of churches and chapels in Moſcow 1s *. 
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credible, they are ſaid to be above 1800, but 
many of them are very mean, and moſt of the 
pictures were done when the art of painting 
was in its infancy. 

One of the moſt remarkable things in-this 
city is the great bell, which is of a ſtupendous 
ſize, and afturds a ſurprizing proof of the folly 
of thoſe who cauſed it to be made; but the 
Ruſſians have for time immemorial, been ex- 
treamly fond of great bells. This is 443,772 
pounds weight, and was caſt in the reign of the 
late Empreſs Anne. But the beam on which it 
hung being burnt, it fell, and a large piece is 
broke out of it. : 

Maſcogo being in the heart of the empire, is 
the reſidence of thoſe of the nobility who are 
not obliged to follow the court, and is particu- 
larly inhabited by the chief merchants and ma- 


nufacturers. It would be amazing, that the 


dreadful fires that have here ſpread ſuch devai- 
tation through that city, have not prevented 
building with wood, did not the cheapneſs of 
that kind of building, and the poverty of many 
of the inhabitants, render it in a manner neceſ- 


ſary, However, by a late decree of the Ruſiar 


ſenate, wood Houſes are limited to a certain 
quarter of the city, and in all other places they 
are to be built with brick and. ſtone. 

The Ruffians in general preſerve a great 
ſnare of the ſimplicity of their forefathers : the 
modern refinements, which in ſome countries 


have rendered it unpolite for a ſon to call his 


tather by that indearing name, is little known 
among them; and here in the politeſt cor- 
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reſpondences of a man's chriſtian name, with 
that of his father's, as John the ſon of Thema, 


is elteemed the moſt reſpectful addreſs. 


CHAP 1H, 


The Author leaves Moſcow, and purſues his ju 
ney ; he enters Tartary deſcribes the Manny; 
F the Coſſacks, and arrives at Zaritzen 
the Banks of the Volga. Remarks on the Cal. 
muck Tartars. Of the Pirates who infif 
the Volga. The Veſſels uſed on that Rivn, 
and the Author's Voyage down it to Aſtn- 
chan. 


O N the 24th of September, having provide! 
| ſuch proviſions as were thought neceflary, 
Mr. Hanway left Moſcow, and paſſed through 
ſeveral villages near the weſtern banks of the 
Occa. The country is hilly, but abounds in 
arable land, and is adorned with a beautiful va- 
riety of grove:. The next day he arrived at 


Kolumna, 80 wreſts from Mocoze, which make: 


a better appearance than mvit cities in that part 
of the world ; for it has many ſtone and brick 
buildings, and a good wall; it has likewiſe 
ſeveral turrets of a very irregular figure, but 
being covered with . gilded tin they make 


good appearance. | | 
After paſſing the Occa, he fill found the 
country very pleaſant, The horſes were no 
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feeding on the rye juſt ſprouting from the 
earth, | . 
Being advanced on the 26th to Periſſavul 
Riazanſtoi, he found himſelf in another cli- 
mate; for the harveſt was not yet gathered in, 
The roads are for the moſt part very good ; the 
country has little wood, but 1s delightfully 
watered ; but the people are extremely poor, 
as appears by the houſes of the peaſants that 
are covered with ftraw, in 2 manner that ſhews 
even their ignorance of thatching. Their lan- 
guage and dreſs are different from thoſe of the 
more northern Ruy/rans. Mr. Hanway was ſur- 
prized to behold ſo fine a country, at no more 
than 200 werſts from the metropolis, make 
ſuch an appearance of indigence; but the 
Lords are ſuch bad œconomiſts, that they de- 
feat their own deſigns, and before the peaſants 
feel the ſweets of their labour, not only refuſe 
to aſſiſt them, but in a great meaſure obſtruct 
their induſtry. He was now in an open fertile 
country; but the people were ſo indigent, that 
many of their cottages conſiſted only of one 
room, about five or fix yards ſquare, which 
often contained fix or eight perſons of both: 
ſexes ; but the inhabitants are neither nume- 
rous nor very reſerved with regard to the ordi- 
nary conſequences of ſuch cohabitatlons. 
Having travelled zoo werſts from Kelamnæ. 
he arrived at K2/owe, a City fortified with a wall 
of earth, which ſerved to ſecure it from the in- 
vaſions of the Tartar. 
92 
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On the firſt of OXZber, Mr. Hanway enterel 
the Sep. The inhabitants who are neareſt to 
it, often improve their land by burning the 
graſs which grows to a great length, and where 
it is not burnt, they procure provender for 
their cattle during the winter ſeaſon, by ſcray: 


and ac 
ſeceive 
employ 
with pi 
from t 
their 1 


people 


ing away the ſnow, and ſuffering them to feed 
on the half periſhed graſs: Here he overtook 
a caravan of forty loads of European goods be. 
longing to Armenian merchants. On the 26, 
he- arrived at Nowecheperſeaje, the proper boun- 
dary of Ruffia on the river Choper, which fall, 
into the Den. This is the Ru an frontier to- 
wards the Don Ceſſach, and is fortified with 
palliſades, dry moats, and a rampart, on which 
jome ſmall pieces of cannon are mounted : it 
33 a] moſt ſurrounded by a grove of oaks. The 
adjacent country is very delightful, and the 
roads exceeding good. He now paſſed through 
ſeveral Cęſacł towns, Where he found the peo- 
ple clean and well cloathed ; the women ar 
gay and comely; they adorn their heads with a 
cap riſing aboyt eight inches from their fore- 
heads, with two points in the form of a crel- 
cent, and their ſhifts are orr:..mented with red 
crofſes : the unmarried women wear their hair 
plated behind in the Raſfan manner. 

The Coſſæcłs are a ſpecies of the Tartar: ; the 
name ſigniſies free-beoters ; but they are here 
civilized, and being indulged by the R 
government, continue faithful, and are ready, 
when called upon, to attend the Ruſfan army: 
each man uſually brings with him two horſes, 
and upon theſe occaſions they are well cloathed 
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and accoutered at their own expence. They 
receive pay only in time of war when actually 
employed, and then only ſix rubles a year, 
with proviſion and plunder ; yet being exempt 

from taxes they have no provocation to forſake 

their maſters, They are a gallant and ſober 

people, and ſome of them are ſaid to poſſeſs 
zoo cows, and 1000 ſheep. 

For three days Mr. Hanway ſaw little more. 
than land or - ſky, except ſome woods and 
mountains to the eaſtward, which afforded 
pleaſure in proportion to the abſence of other 
objects. There are prodigious flights of blue 
pigeons, of which they - killed as- many as they 
could conſume. At length he and his attend- 
ants arrived at Grigoriſtot, which forms a kind 
of peninſula. Here the inhabitants take great 
quantities of craw-fiſh, eſpecially in ſpring, . 
when the fleſh is moſt eſteemed; they then 
pound and mix it in water, on which the eyes 
ink to the bottom. Quantities of theſe eyes 
are ſent to Turh and other countries, they 
being uſed in medicine. 'The houſes, or ra- 
ther huts of the people, are built of oak plant. 
They marry very young, and our Author talked 
with a boy of fifteen, who was engaged to a 
girl of the ſame age. | 

On the gth in- the morning, he arrived under 
the lines that are thrown up from the Don, the 
antient Tanais, to the Volga, for the diſtance 
vf about 5o werſts. The ditch is near ſixteen 
i&et deep; but not made entirely ſquare, and 
there is a bank of earth near twenty feet high, -. 
with a ſtrong timber rail towards. the top. At 
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certain diſtances are placed centry boxes, ſrum 
which the guard can communicate an alarm tg 
the chief gariſon at Zaritxen, which terminates 
the line on the weitern banks of the Yea 


On this ſpot Peter the Great intended to jain 
the Don and the Volga; and the canal was ac- 


tually begun for that purpoſe, By this mean 
a communication would have been opened with 
Turkey, and the Czar might have attacked that 


Empire with ſhips built on the Yo/ga ; but this 


undertaking proved very difficult from the hard. 
neſs of the ſoil. | 

The Kuban Tartars were once very formi- 
dable here; but the river Kuma, which dil. 


charges itſelf into the Caſpian ſea, now ſerves 


as a barrier to theſe people, who are kept in aue 
by the Ryans; but they had lately made in- 
curſions, and carried off the inhabitants df 
whole villages, with all the cattle, They now 
only make their appearance, in ſmall parties, 
which ſometimes break through the lines, and 
carry off horſes, that ſerve them for food 2 
well as for ordinary uſcs. The ſun was pet 
warm, and the weather delightful. On the 
plains near Zaritzen are fed dromedaries. 

Zaritxen is ſituated in the latitude 47. 30" 
688 miles from Mz/cow, on a high bank of 
the Volga, of which it commands a fine pro- 
ſpect. It is thinly inhabited, and the buildings 
are mean ; but it is defended by a deep dita, 
a rampart mounted with cannon, and a gat 
lon of 6000 men. 

In a deep valley on the ſouth fide is an en- 


campment of .Calmuck Tartars, who are in 


friendſlip 
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friendſhip with the Rugians, while they awe 
them by their power. They have the ſame turn: 
of viſage with the Chineſe; but are fierce and 
ſavage. Theſe are a diſperſed tribe of thoſe Mur- 
ealians, whom the Chineſe long ago received as 
their conquerors... They are armed with bows 
and arrows, they feed on the fleſh of horſes, 

| camels, dromedaries, and other animals, and eat 

their entrails even when they die of the fouleſt 
ditempers. They throw their dead into oper 
felds to be devoured by the dogs, many of 
which run wild, and ſome are kept for that 
purpoſe: if theſe bodies are devoured by any 
number exceeding fix, they think honour- 
bly of the 3 otherwiſe he is thought 

a diſgrace to his relations. 

They worſhip images, which are generally 
ſmall bits of wood. about a palm in length; and 
the upper- part being rounded, is adorned with 
a rude reſemblance of the human features: 
theſe figures are dreffed up in a few rags. Their 
ſupreme deity is Delli Lama. In proſperous 
ſeaſons and fine weather, they careſs their 
ragged gods ;. but treat them very ill when the 
contrary happens. The many acts of violence 
committed by theſe barbarians, induced the 
Rvſian government to compel them to dwell on 
the wel, 4 of the Volga below Aftrachan, where 
they have but little opportunity. for robbery 
and murder, though here alſo they tranſgrels. 
Mr. Hanway now employed himſelf in pro- 
curing a proper veſſel to convey his goods to 


with 400 facks of flour. He was extremely 


ſhocked. 


Aftrachan, and found one that was juſt arrived 
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ſhocked at ſeeing on what ſlight embarkatians 


his friends were obliged to truſt their valuable 


effects in a navigation of a river full of ſhelves, 
and trees, which accidentally falling into the 
water, ſink and become as dangerous as rocks, 

This veſſel, which was the beſt he could 
procure, . coſt him no more than forty rubles, 
or 1ol. The decks were only looſe pieces of 
the bark of trees, and it had but few beams, 
and hardly any pitch or tar had been uſed 
about it, inſtead of which long. ſlips of bark 
were nailed over the gaping ſeams, to prevent 
the looſe and bad caulking from falling out; 
and inſtead of iron bolts. . it had ſpikes of deal 
with round heads. The method of keeping 
theſe veſſels clear. of water, is by uſing a large 
ſcoop ſuſpended by a beam over the well-way, 
and through a ſcuttle at a proper height the 
water is thrown with great facility. "Though 
theſe veſſels appeared like ſo many wrecks, the 
trade carried on by means of them is very con- 
ſiderable. 

Having. given the neceſſary inſtructions with 
regard to carrying the goods, he prepared fot 
his own voyage down the Volga, by buying 
two boats, each to be navigated by five water- 
men, and his own attendants, with the addi- 
tion of fix ſoldiers for a convoy : for though 
he had aſſurances of ſafety, prudence ſuggeſted 
that he could not gain, but might loſe conii- 
The Volga 


is frequently infeſted with pirates who go in 
gangs of zo, 40, or ſometimes 80 perſons; 
they make uſe of row-boats which carry from 

twenty 
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20 to 30 hands, and furniſh themſelves with 
fre-arms. Their general practice is to board 


brave reſiſtance, they ſeldom make an attack. 
Hence few of the Raſſtan merchants tranſport 
any cargo of value down this river without a 
convoy. Theſe robbers appear moſtly in the 
ſpring, when the banks of the Volga, being 
overflowed, they can the more eaſily eſcape a 
purſuit. The ſoldiers, who are occaſionally 


immediately; but where they apprehend ae | pl | 
| 


from the apprehenſion that allowing-them to 
kill, might prove fatal to the innocent thro“ the 


4 | 
ent after them, are ordered to take them alive, WE: 
ſ 


ſtrong temptations to plunder with which the it 


ſoldiers are actuated. 
The Armenians generally fight with great bra- 


rery and intrepidity in defence of their property; 5 


dut the Bourlacks who navigate the Volga, are 
ſo intimated by theſe robbers, that they no 
ſooner appear, than they behave like men ſtruck 
with a panic, and even aſcribe to them an irre- 
litable power, derived from an infernal ſpi- 
nit. It was formerly their cuſtom, in theſe 
caſes, to fall on their faces, as ſoon as required 
by the robbers, and to ſuffer them to plunder at 
pleaſure, not daring to look up, leſt it ſhould 
coſt them their lives. The -merchant or the 
maſter of the veſſel, being thus at their mercy, 
is happy if he eſcapes with life; for the rob- 
bers have ſeldom any ſentiments of humanity 
for a man of ſuperior rank; but if he boldly 
attempts to defend himſelf in hopes of bring- 
ing his people to the charge, he may be ſure, 
H conquered, of being barbarouſly murdered. 

Vor, XIV. O Theſe 
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'Theſe robbers are accuſtomed to obſerve + 
ſame conduct on the Caſbian ſea, but much leſ 
of late years than formerly, 
The puniſhment of theſe wretches when take 
is not leſs dreadful than the cruelties they 
commit, A float is built whereon a pallgy 
is erected, on which is faſtened a number 0 
iron hooks, and on theſe they are hung aliy 
by the ribs. The float is then launched int 
the ſtream with labels over their heads, ſipni 
fying their crime; and orders are given to al 
the towns and villages on the border of th 
river, that none on pain of death, al 
afford relief to any of theſe wretches ; but py 
off the float if it runs aſhore. Sometimes the 
are met by their partners in wickedneſs, who 1 
they haye no hopes of their recoyery, take then 
down, otherwiſe they put an end to their miſer 
by ſhooting them; but if they are catche 
in theſe illegal acts of mercy, they are then 
ſelves hung up, without the ceremony of a trial 
It is ſaid that one of theſe miſcreants had th 
ood fortune to diſengage himſelf from th 
| 474 and though naked and trembling wit 
pain and loſs of blood, he got aſhore, when 
firſt object he ſaw being a poor ſhepherd, he hat 
the cruelty to beat out his brains with a ſtone 
and then to-take his cloaths. Theſe malefacto 
fometimes hang thus three, four, and ſometime 
five days alive. The pain generally produces 
raging fever, wherein they utter the moſt hg! 
rid imprecations, and 1mplore the relief © 
water, or other ſmall liquors. | 


Beſo 


, — ——— — = — —  — X — — — — 
> — 
— 
— —— —ü—ñ—6ä̃— a —— — —— — oe 3 1 * 
K — — — — — 5 2 — —— — FFP . ͤ%é 4 . K— — . —ͤ ²—Ä—— 
— — — - —O—— > —— — — 
—— — — — — ä — — — —— ur EFT „„ „cc oo oo oo—_—_ ——— — + — — - — — — — — — —— — 
-- — OD p ů — ̃ — IE —-„— — — — — —ẽ—— — — — —— 4 wm eons <= ay oo — — — —— — — ——— — — 


. 


0 


— 1 — — p — 


* * 
. IJ 
| I 
4 = 7, 
14 
[7 
1 
1 
: 
1 


. AAS 


— — 
* 
wn VA 


— ” S—_ - 
* =" — 4 


” 9 ——_— — — —_ r 


EE mae 


water 
the ſp 
law ſe 
which 
the A 
lignific 
very 1 
of a ( 
each © 
above 
which 
dart d. 
uſed b 


druiſes 


-- 
222-2808 : 
— — 
* 8 


4 
=== == rr 
- 


- -—- 
—— — 
— 


. e ee e L e 4 WI e 


— 
$3555 


— 
n 2 


through Russ 1A into PERSIA, 147 


Before our Author began his voyage, he 
ſent letters to his friends by meſſengers ap- 
pointed to attend a box of grapes ſent every 
three days during the ſeaſon, from Afrachan to 
the Empreſs's court, and carried by two horſes, 
in the manner of a litter. The grapes at bett 
muſt be 11] worth the expence of being conveyed 
1200 Engliſh males. 

On the 14th of Occber, Mr. Hanway put off 
from ſhore; the ſtern part of his boat was co- 
yered with matts, ſo that he could ſleep protect- 
ed from the weather, which now began to he 
very cold. He took ſome of the ſoldiers with 
him, that if by accidents he ſhould 'be ſepa- 
rated from his goods, he might have ſome aſſiſt- 
ance, He was ſurprized to ſee the banks of 
the river marked near twenty feet above the 
water but was aſſured, that the river roſe in 
the ſpring to that height. The next day he 
law ſeveral water-fowl much larger than ſwans, 
which they reſembled in their feet and beaks ; 
the Ryf/ians call them Dika Baba, which 
lignifies a wild old woman. They have a 
very large claw, that will contain a whole fiſh 
of a conſiderable ſize. They fly very near 
each other in the form of a ſemi-circle, not far 
above the water, and having driven the fiſh, 
which are their only food, into the ſhallows, 
dart down upon them. The fat of this bird is 
uſed by the Rufians as a cure for aches and 
bruiſes. . 

In the ſpring the high waters of the Volga not 
only undermine its banks, but ſweep away large 
es, ſo that ſome creeks of the river had hardly 
O2 | any 
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ſettler 
any paſſage left. The ſoldiers fed luxuriouſi Aj 
at the fiſheries for nothing more than thanks banks 
The weather was calm, and the current modern 6 
rate; in many places the banks are high, and in ſvera 


others there is a flat ſhore, the breadth being 
from a mile to a quarter of a mile. 

On the 17th, our Author ſtopped at Cher. 
noyare. This 1s the firſt town from Zaritz, 
from which it is diſtant 200 werſts, and is eſ. 
teemed half way to Afrachan. It is defended 


by a ditch with ſome cannon, and chevaux de 4 De 
frize, The inhabitants trade with the Ca 7”: 
mnucks, Kubans, and other Tartars, in a quarte: tar 
diſtin& from the town. The next day, thoug thi, 
he was obliged to lie by in the night, he ad bis 
vanced go werlts, but not without danger 0 4. 
being drowned ; for the boat had no keel, no], “““ 
any running tackle, and the watermen being © 
extremely unſkilful and not able to let the fail 
ty, it was a ſingular providence that they were M 
not overſet. As he proceeded farther ſeveral 
wrecks appeared on the banks of the river. , 
Great flights of geeſe and ſwans were now on Perſe 
the wing, retiring from the approaching ſeve-w Were 
rities of this climate, to the warmer regions ot and i 
Herſia. mn 
On the 19th, he obſerved on the ſhore a houſe] ter 
made under ground, the walls were wicker with] 
work, and the light came in from the top: 8 
Here was provided a bagnio for bathing, which s 
the Ruffans uſe almoſt as much as the Mah /%® 


Arme 
tions 
Mahr 


metans, The place was inhabited by ſome N. 
gay and Circaſſian Tartars, who ply on the n. 


ver with open boats ; and here were — 
ettle 


through Russ 1A into PERSIA. 149 


ſettlements of the Calmuck. From Zaritzen 
to Afrachan very little wood appeared on the 
banks of the Volga; in ſome parts of the weſ- 
tin fide the country is hilly, and the ſoil is in 
{:yeral places rich. 


. 


4 Deſcription of Aſtrachan, of its Fiſheries and 
Trade. An Account of the neighbouring Tar- 
tars, and of the Flights of Locuſts with which 
this Country is infeſted. The Author continues 

i, Voyage down the Volga to the Caſpian Sea. 

ort Account of the Calmuck Settlements, 

ard of the River Volga; with the Method of 


curing Cawiare. 


M* Hanway being arrived at Aſtrac han, 
was obliged to wait for Captain Wood- 
rofe, in whoſe ſhip he intended to embark for 
Perfia, and took this opportunity of obtaining a 
more full information of the city of Afrachan, 
and its neighbourhood. 

This city js the metropolis of a kingdom of 
the ſame name, ſituated in 479. north latitude, 
within the limits of Alfa, in an iſland called Del- 
gei, 60 Engliſh miles from the Caſpian ſea. It 
was taken trom the Tartars, and contains about 
70,000 inhabitants, among whom are many 
. Armenians and Tartars of various denomina- 
ons, with a few Perſians and Indians. The 
2M anners and cuſtoms of all theſe different peo- 
| O 3» ple 
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ple exhibit an epitome of Ha. The city i 
about two miles and a half round, but intlud 
ing the ſuburbs, five miles. It is ſurrounder 
by an old ruinous brick wall, and defended þ 
a garriſon of ſix regiments of the beſt Rafi 


troops; alſo in the adjacent plain are ereted At 
many {mall batteries. The houſes are of wood , 
and moſt of them very mean; the higher pan bout 


commands a proſpect of the Volga, which is her eaſty 
near three miles broad ; but the melting of the 
ſnow which creates floods, and the riſing of the 
water in autumn, are obſerved to affect the a 
and cauſe diſeaſes, The city is ſurrounded þ 


'miles from it, and produce all the roots, plants, 
and trees known in England, except potatoes, 
collyflowers, and artichokes ; and their orcharail Tac. 
furniſh them with plenty of apples, pears, cher Fror 
Ties, and water-melons, which in taſte and ce 2; f 
lour reſemble thoſe in Portugal. Our Auth pri, 
met with no fruit which he thought extraotdi- fn 

nary, but theſe melons ; though the court are vo ried 
fond of the grapes, as to procure them at the en- The 
pence of the land carriage, as already ment. whit 
oned, The wine of Hrachan is alſo very in- em! 
different; as their ſummers are generally dr), a. 
they are obliged to water their gardens : this vl time 
done by large wheels, ſome of which ze the 
moved by horſes, and others by the wind. the 

Theſe wheels are ſo high as to throw the water feſte 
to the moſt elevated part of the garden, whener W ous 
it runs in trenches to the root of every tree and peat 


plant; in this manner the gardens and vine. hab 


yards are generally watered from the middle e colc 


lay 
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May to the middle of September. The chief 
e in the neighbouring country is partridges 
and hares; here are alſo water and wild fowl of 


all ſorts in great abundance, and in ſummer 


plenty of quails. 

About ten miles below Aftrachan, is Boſma- 
kf, a ſmall iſland remarkable for its large ſtore- 
houſes of ſalt, made abuut twelve miles to the 
eaſtward of it, and brought thither by boats, 
whence it is conveyed in large flat-bottomed 
veſlels up the Volga. With this ſalt all the 
country is ſupplied as far as Meſccau and Twere. 
In this place are likewiſe large fiſheries, to 
which the neighbourhood of the ſalt- works is 
of great advantage. Theſe extend even to the 
Caſpian ſea, reaching ſouth-eaſtward as far as 
Vaeit, and alſo a hundred miles above Zaritzer. 
From theſe fiſheries all the country is ſupplied 
as far as Peterſburgh; the veſſels are in the 
ſpring loaded with falt aſh, but in winter, when 
fiſh will keep as long as it is frozen, it is car- 
ried by land as far as Maſcomo and Peterſburgh. 
The principal ſorts are ſturgeon, ſtarlett, a large 
white fiſh called beluga, and affotra, which re- 
ſembles ſturgeon, 

Captain Moourogfe, who had been for ſome 
time at Afrachan, aſſured our Author, that from 
the latter end of Fly to the begining of October, 
the country about that city is frequently in- 
felted with locuſts, which fly in ſuch prodigi- 
ous numbers that they darken the air, and ap- 
pear at a diſtance like a heavy cloud. The in- 
habitants ſay they are generally ſeen, as the 
cold weather comes on, in their flight ow 
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the northward to the ſouthward. Wherever 
they fall they eat up every thing that is green; 
all gardeners therefore look out for them, and 
upon their firſt” appearance, endeavour to keep 
them off by making as much ſmoak and as 
great a noiſe as poſſible ; bet theſe deftrutive 
inſects, after flying as long as they were able, 
ſometimes fall in their gardens, on the tops of 


houſes, and even into the fires. Their bodies, 


compared with the ſmallneſs of _—_— — are 
very large, and generally from two inches to 
two and a half long, :nd about three quarters 
of an inch in diameter; their ſhape nearly re- 
ſembles the largeſt fort of green graſhoppers, 
Mr. Woodroofe j wn in his journal, that, as 
he was once failing up the Volga to Afrachan, he 
ſaw a prodigious cloud we a. from the weſt⸗ 
north-weſt, which is acroſs the river. The 
winds at that time blew very freſh, and nearly 
from the ſame point, when the locuſts falling 
down, the water was covered with ſuch vaſt 
ſwarms of them, that in ſome places they greatly 
obſtructed the motion of the boat, for ten or 
He alfo ſays, they 
live for ſome time under water, for as they 
mounted on each others backs they formed a 
cluſter of near three feet diameter, which rolled 
along by the force of the wind, and the rapidity 
of the current. In this manner they were dr- 
ven aſhore. Theit wings being dried, they got 


upon the paſture, and very few were drowned. 
For three days they lay ſo thick upon the plan 
upwards of three miles round, that it was im- 


poſſible to walk without treading on them, " 
when 


through Russ1Aa into PERSIA. 157 


vhen they began to fly, they diſappeared in leſs 
than half an hour, leaving the plain without a 
blade of graſs. 

The trade of Afrachan is very conſiderable, 
though much diminiſhed by the troubles in 
Perfia, and the frequent revolt of the T artars. 
Their foreign trade conſiſts in red leather, lin- 
nen, woollen-cloth, and European manufactures, 
the greateſt part of which they export to Perſia 
for the Armentans : in return they import Per- 


fan manufactures, as ſilk ſaſhes intermixed with 


gold, for the uſe of the Poles ; wrought ſilks, 
and ſtuffs mixed with cotton ; raw filk, cotton, 
a ſmall quantity of drugs, and in particular 
rhubarb ; but this laſt article is engroſſed by 
the government, and private perſons are forbid 
to deal in it upon pain of death. The officers 
of the admiralty and cuſtom-houſe of Aſtra- 
chan have very ſmall ſalaries; which is the 
caſe in all other parts of Ria; ſo that in- 
ſtead of doing their duty, and diſpatching bu- 
lineſs, they often ſeek pretences to protract 
it, in order to obtain the more conſiderable 
preſents. Upon theſe occaſions French brandy, 
white wine, hats, ſtockings, and ribbons, are 
acceptable. | 

While Mr. Hanway was here, the Governor 
invited him to a feaſt, at which there were near 
an hundred diſhes; this gave him an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing a ſingular ſpecimen of Ruſſan 
intemperance, for above 20 people drank to ex- 
ceſs in goblets filled with a kind of cherry-bran- 
dy. This feaſt was made for the birth of the 
Gorernor's grand daughter, on which occaſion 
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each of the gueſts preſented an _— accord. 
ing to his rank. This is a civil way of levying 
a tax from the merchants, and a cuſtom, though 
not elegant, leſs abſurd in the opinion of our 
Author, than that of ſome politer countries; for 
here without diſguiſe or ceremony, you leaye 
one or two ducats, or ſome richer preſent on the 
bed of the lady, who fits up with great formality 
to be ſaluted. 

Mr. Hanway was lead by his curiofity to fee 
the devotions of the Indian Pagans in à little 
temple they have here. Their prieſts uſe beads, 
incenſe, proſtrations, and offerings, ſmall bells, 
with other muſic, and raiſe their voices in ling: 
ing with the utmoſt vehemence. The obj 
of their adoration was a pagod, ugly and de- 
formed to a degree of horror. The ſervice 
being over, they preſented Mr. Hanway ſome 
of the fruits which had been affered to this 
idol, but he thought proper to refuſe them; 
though not without ſome melancholy reflection: 
on the abject ſtate to which he ſaw human nature 
reduced. | 

The Tartars here have the utmoſt abhorrence 
of this image worſhip, and will hot even carry 
money that has the impreſſion of man, or any 
living creature into their temple. 'Their devo- 
tions are performed in ſilent proſtrations, only 
the prieſt, at certain times, utters an invocation 
to the Lord of Nature, through the meditation 


of Mahomet. 


For ſeveral miles round the city where the 
ſoil will admit of cultivation, there are ſettle- 
ments of a very civil and induſtrious prope 
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the race of the Crim Tartars, who are tributary 
to the Ryf/ians. In the ſummer they improve 
their land, the produce of which is a ſeed called 
manna, oats, muſk, and water-melons ; but 
their wives and children, with their ſheep, horſes, 
and cattle, they reckon their principal treaſure. 
When a daughter becomes marriageable, they 
cover her tent with white linen ; tie a painted 
cloth on the top, with red ſtrings, and place by 
the ſide of the tent a painted waggon, which is 
to be her marriage portion. This is a ſignal to 
thoſe who deſign to marry, and the girl is gene- 
rerally given to him who offers the father the 
moſt valuable preſent. Theſe people are Maho- 
netans, and contrary to the practice of the Cal- 
nucks, are extremely nice in their burying- 
places : they dig their graves very deep, line 
them with brick dried in the ſun, white-waſh 
them on the inſide, and build a cover over them. 
They then raiſe thick walls of mud round the 
place, and fix over the top one or more flags, 
according to the characters of the deceaſed. 

On the eighth of Newember our Author left 
Altrachan, under convoy of the Governor's 
barge with twelve grenadiers, and at night ſlept 
wthin piſtol-ſhot of 'a Calmuck ſettlement, 
compoſed of round tents raiſed with canes, in 
the form of a cone, and covered with a thick 
felt of camel's hair, which keeps out the wea- 
ther extremely well. Theſe tents are about 
tweive feet high, and from ten to fifteen yards 
in circumference, The inhabitants make a 
ire in the centre of tent, and tke ſmoke 
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iſſues from the top, at a hole left for that pur. 
poſe. The people are miſerably poor, and ſub- 
fiſt on fiſh, which they take in the Volga, dry. 
ing in ſummer the proviſions they prepare for 
the winter, They prefer living on the banks 
where the flags and ruſhes grow to a great 
height, thinking that they defend them from 
the ſeverity of the winter's cold. There are 
ſeldom more than ſeven or eight tents in a 
place, which contain thirty or forty perſons, who 
live in diſtin families and a chief, whom they 
chuſe from among themſelves, There are other 
Calmucks who travel to the ſouth on the approach 
of winter, and return northward in the heat of 
ſummer. 

As Mr. Hanaway advanced within 3o werlts of 
the mouth of the Volga, he deſcried a great 
number of ſmall iflands; the whole ſcene ap- 
pearing wild and inhoſpitable. Being happily 
arrived at Tere, he embarked in the Britiſb (hip 
the Empreſs of Ruſtia, and was rejoiced at finding 
himſelf in a veſſel of good oak, probably the 
only compleat ſhip which had *till that time ap- 


creaſe 
uſua 
decr 
MHembe 
either 


peared on the Caſpian ſea. It gave him no lels ay 
pleaſure to ſee the Ergli/h flag hoiſted, and to *%j 
receive thoſe common marks of eſteem, Which. by 


maſters of ſhips pay to their merchants, when 
they have any guns. 

As we are going to take leave of the Yoga, 
a river ſo often mentioned, we ſhall here gwe 
a more particular deſcription of it. It wa 


ids b 
untrie. 
ban 


lays, 


3 al b 
antiently called the Rha, and is juſtly eſteemel * ti 
for its extent and depth, one of the noble feet 


river WY 3 
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vers in the world. It derives its ſource from 
the lake Ferne in the province of Kertoff, run- 
ung according to general computation near 
go werſts, or 3000 Engliſh miles, before it 
mpties itſelf in the Caſpian ſea, Into this 
rer fall the Tawer/a which comes from T were, 
the Moſcwwa from Maſcoau, the Occa from Columna, 
Ihe Kama, which divides the Nogay and Kuban 
ſartary, the Samar and Samora, and many others. 
| is of the utmoſt utility to the vaſt empire of 
via, both with regard to commerce, and as it 
3 been a means of reducing the different 
nbes of - Tartars who frequent its borders. 
ſhe immenſe quantities of water that flow into 
t from other rivers, and from the mountains 
een the ſnow melts in the ſpring, are the 
uſe of its ſwelling at different times and 
laces. It uſually begins to riſe in March, and 
creaſes 1n April and May, continuing above 
uſual mark till the end of June; and then 
decreaſes very faſt, It is often raiſed in 
Yrember by autumnal rains; but this riſe is 
ther ſo conſtant nor ſo conſiderable. As 
ere are many different climates in the courſe 
| the river, the ice breaks up at different 
nes. The banks are altered almoſt every 
ir by the force of the current, and by the 
ds blown into the river from the adjacent 
untries, The danger ariſing from theſe ſhift- 


p banks are not very great, but they create 
Js. The uſual courſe of the ſtream can 
iy be reckoned above a mile an hour. The 


ngation is difficult for veſſels that draw above 


feet water, except in times of flood, when 
Vol. XIV. b the 
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the largeſt flat - bottomed veſſels find ſufficies W965 
water, Our Author has ſeen one afloat in i 
month of Ofeber, ſaid to have 600 tons of 
and fiſh on board, And in ſome ſeaſons the 
have barks of greater burthen. The trade c 
ried on in this river is great and extenſive; þ 
from no place more conſiderable than from 1 
riflawy and Caſan. 


Beſides the great abundance of fiſh taken 


the Volga, and ſent either ſalted or frozen * 
diſtant parts of the Rattan empire, a commer 7, 
is carried on in caviare, which 1s the roe of , 14 
geon and the fiſh called beluga, and is ll e 


prepared: they take away the ſtringy part, tht 
mix it with ſalt well cleaned and made 1 
brine, and when drained from the oily pat 
and preſſed, it becomes of ſuch a conſiſtence 
to keep two or three years. In the winter 
is ſent to all parts of the empire, and 1s mu 
eſteemed by the natives as well as foreigne 
A large quantity is made for exportation, whi 
is conſumed by the Chriſtians of Italy and 
Levant. The Armenians have the greateſt 3 
in preparing it, and uſually make about 60 

s, Or 100 tons, every year: and in 1 
they brought 20,000 poods to market. 


CH: 
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l 
he | 
. Author arrives at Langarood Bay, where 
he wifits W. Elton, and from thence ſails to 
Aſtrabad Bay; whence he proceeds to Aſtrabad. 

A Deſcription of the Perſian Manner of Smoking, 
HY and other Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants. A Rebel- 
OY lion breaks out in the Province of Aſtrabad. 
The Author in great Diſtreſs ; the City taken, 
and the Caravan defigned for Meſched plun- 
dered. | 


N. the 22d of September, Mr. Hanway ſet 
fail, and on the zd of December arrived in 
Langarood Bay; where being informed that Mr. 
Llon was removed from Rejhd to Langarood, to 
attend the maritime affairs in which he had en- 
raged, he ſent to let that gentleman know of 
lis arrival, upon which he came on board, and 
conducted our Author on ſhore, Where he gave 
him a polite reception. Mr. Hanway delivered 
to him a pair of piſtols of exquiſite workmanſhip 
mounted in gold, .and ſome other curious things 
which Mr. Elton had wrote for, at the deſire of 
Ali Kouli Khan, the Shah's nephew, with whom 
he was ſolicitous of cultivating a good correſ- 
pondence. 

Mr. Elton's habitation at Langarood was about 
eight Eugliſb miles from the ſhore, in the midſt 
of a wood ſurrounded with marſhes, where the 
roads were hardly paſſable, It was ſituated at 
P 2 the 
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the foot of a lofty mountain open only to the 
ſea, this intercepted the paſſage of the air, 
and rendered the place very unwholſome ; for 
as Ghilan is generally eſteemed: the fink of Pr. 
fia, ſo Langarood is conſidered as the fink of 
Ghilan, Mr. Hanway ſpent ſeven days with 
this gentleman, during which they talked over 
the affair of the Caſpian trade. Mr. Elton was 
indeed ſeriouſly employed in building ſhips for 
the Shah, and proved that he was capable of 
ſurmounting the preateſt difficulties. Mr. Han. 
Way 1 his fears of the conſequence of his 
engagement with Nadir, and pointed out man) 
capital inconveniencies he apprehended would 
follow from it. BI a4 
One great inducement to open the Caſpian 
trade, was, the hopes of eſtabliſhing a new 
branch of commerce from Aftrabad to Meſched, 
from whence Mr. Elton thought it practicable 
to extend it to the northern cities of the Mo- 
gul's empire. It now fell to Mr, Hanway's lot 
to attempt the execution of this deſign. He 
had brought with him to the value of 5oool. 
in woollen goods, for which he found there was 
no market in Gh:ilan, and therefore his preſence 
there would be of little uſe. But though Mr. 
Elton had already fecured the Shah's expreſs de- 
cree, by which it was ordered, that ſafe conduct 
ſhould be given to him in all parts of his 
dominions ; he was ſo alarmed by the vicinity of 
the Turkuman Tartars to Aftrabad, that he did 
not chuſe to venture, 'till by enquiring, he 
found that in caſe of danger he might there have 
what guard of ſoldiers he pleaſed. 5 
. n 


through RusS1A into PERSIA. 161 


On the 10th of December our Author, having 
Aken leave of Mr. Elton, went down to the 
reek, The ſhip was at anchor out of ſight of 
Ind, and the wind blew very freſh ; he had a 
may boat rowed by Perſſans, who are for the 
noſt part equally timerous and unſkilful, ſo that 
t was with reluctance he ventured to ſea ; but he 
ſoon got ſight of the ſhip, and happily reached 
ſer. 4 IS 
He directed his courſe for 4frabad, and was 
fur days in ſight of the great mountain De- 
man, which is ſaid to be 3o leagues within 
ind, and yet at the diſtance of four or five 
kapues from the ſhore, it might be diſtin- 
puſhed very plain riſing in the form of a py- 
amid. | 
On the 18th of December he entered Afrabad 
bay, into which. runs the river Korgun, after 
ing the bank of the deſart of Turtumania. 
he ſea has here, as well as in other parts of 
the Caſpian, made great inroads, ſo that in 
nany places trees lie on the ſhore, and render 
It as difficult of acceſs,” as its appearance is 
md and inhoſpitable. _ The ſhip having caſt 
achor, Mr. Hanway diſpatched an Armenian 
krvant to know if he might land his goods with 
kfety, but he ſoon returned without obtaining 
ay information. Many fires were inſtantly 
ken in different places, and upon the monn- 
ans, to alarm the inhabitants for fear of a ſur= 
pize, tor this was taken for a pirate ſhip, ang 
de people on the coaſt were terrified on acco 
their having been often plundered by the 
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aſhore ; but ſtumps of trees and ſhallows mile 
it difficult for a long boat to land nearer tha 
twenty yards. However, the peaſants beingy 
length ſatisfied that he was come on. a frien(| 
errand, came with merchandize ; received M 
Han: and his attendants, - and conducted 
them by many crooked paths through a thick 
wood to a ſmall village. Theſe — are ſwar 
thy, but their features regular and ſomewhat 
delicate. Our Author ſent his Armenian ih. 
terpreter with his compliments to Mahinned 
Zaman Beg the Governor of Aftrabad, and with 
orders to provide neceſfaries for the freſh packs 
age of the cloth, after. which he returned u 
board: | 

On the 21ſt, it was obſerved, that theſm 
was riſen above an hour before it was viſible to 
thoſe in the ſhip, ſuch is the ſtupendous heig) 
of the mountains. The Governor ſent to il. 
ſure Mr. Hanway of his protection, and to ad 
viſe him not to repoſe any confidence in d 


peaſants near the coaſt. A few days after he Mr 
Was viſited by Nazeer Aga a Perſian officer, wo ſhore 
had been recommended tv him as a perſon off to ex 
great probity: he made him an offer of bl ſhoul 
houſe at Aftrabad, which Mr. Hanway accepted, He/ct 
alid aſſured him of the ſenſe he had of his onn mer 1 
happineſs in meeting with ſo kind and genemu but, 
a friend, Naxzeer fea was accompanied . {aid 


Myrxa, a grave old man who had a great hand 
= for wiſdom. from 
n the 26th the ſhip narrowly eſcaped beigi bim 
burnt; for about 80 pounds of raw cotton, it- 
tended for the package of the bales, being ſet q 

c 
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fre in the ſteerage, by the careleſſneſs of one 
of the ſeamen, it was with difficulty extin- 
eniſhed. Mr. Hanway was aſleep in the cab- 
bin and almoſt ſuffocated with ſmoke, and the 
danger was the greater, as the fire was about 
the powder-cheſt ; but it pleaſed providence that 
no harm was done, except burning the hands 
and faces of ſome of the ſailors, which were 
ſoon cured. But at night the woods and the 
mountains took fire, occaſioned by the cuſtom 
of burning Tuſhes on the coaſt, in order to de- 
ſtroy the inſects that breed in them, and to af- 
ford a free paſſage ſor the air. This fire being 
aſſiſted by the wind made a dreadful blaze, 
which ſoon extended ſeveral miles; and the 
wind blowing from the ſhore brought with it 
ſach heat, that the butter in the ſhip ran to oil. 
There had been a bright ſun and no rain for 
twenty days, ſo that 1t was with difficulty the. 
peaſants diverted the current of the flames and. 
laved their villages. 

Mr. Hanw¾ay foon after prepared to go or.. 
ſhore ; but the Armenian interpreter began now 
to expreſs his fears of the dangers to which they 
ſhould be expoſed in their intended journey to 
Me/ched; where he had been robbed, in ſome for- 
mer rebellion, of goods to a confiderable value; 
but, being of a timorous diſpoſition, what he 
ſaid made but little impreſſion on Mr. Hanway ;. 
and Myrza Mahommed, having received orders 
from the Governor of the province to ſupply 
him with a guard, and to entertain him in his 
toufe, he landed the bales without waiting ous | 

| | TAS 
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the Governor, who had intimated his deſign to 
viſit the ſhip. 

On the 2d of January, 1744, Mr. Hanuay 
pitched his tent on the ſhore, and collected all 
the people who were to convey the goods to the 
city. Myra then ſent him an invitation to 
come to his houſe, and his fon, who delivered 
the meſſage, aſſured him in a complimental 
ſtrain, that his father would kill him if he re. 
turned without him. Our Author, however, 
excuſed himſelf till the next day. One of the 
company then ſung an extempore ſong, con- 
liſting moſtly of welcomes and fulſome com- 
, Peres of the ſtrangers, after which they 
eat their pleo, which they finiſhed in a much 
ſhorter time than a table could be laid for 2 
polite entertainment in Europe. At length they 
made large fires, round which they danced, 
and ſeemed filled with joy, and in the evening 
they performed their devotions. During the 
night, the jackalls in the woods barked and 
howled to ſuch a degree that it was very dif- 
ficult for perſons unuſed to ſuch noiſe to re- 
ceive the refreſhment of ſleep. In the morn- 
ing Myrza's brother and his two ſons came with 
ſeveral horſes, of which Mr. Hanway took Vne 
for himſelf and another for his interpreter, and 
in about eight hours they arrived at the city, the 
carriers making but one ſtop on the way, which 
was to perform their devotions. | 

The next day, as Mr, Hanway had not yet 


provided a proper equipage for appearing be- 


fore the Governor, Naxzeer Aga, in whoſe houſe 
he was lodged, lent him, a horſe handſomely 
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tapariſoned, and inſiſted on his taking his ſer- 
rants as well as his own to attend him. Mr. 
Hanway's preſent to the Governor was carried 
in before him, and conſiſted of ſeveral cuts of 
ine cloth and loaves of ſugar laid on a large 
tea-board, The Governor was attended by ſe- 
reral perſons of the greateſt diſtinction in the 
city, who all foſe at his coming and defired him. 
to take his place; when the Governor, obſerv- 
ing that he could not accommodate himſelf to 
their manner of fitting, ordered a chair, bid 
him welcome to Per/ia, and told him that the 
city of Aſtrabad was now at his diſpoſal. Mr. 
Hanway returned him thanks for this high 
trained compliment, and aſſured him of the 
great ſatisfaction he felt at being received into 
the protection of a perſon of his character and 
authority. He then mentioned the favourable 
deeree granted by the Shah to the Engl; mer- 
chants, and obſerved that it depended on the 
Governor to ſee his Majeſty's pleaſure executed. 
He afterwards aſked, if the paſſage to Me/ched 
was ſafe; the Governor anſwered in the affirma- 
ave, and that he would ſend four choice ſoldiers 
ath him, who ſhould be bound for the ſafe de- 
very of his caravan at Me/ched. Upon this our 
Author returned him his thanks and retired. 

Mr. Hanway now, inſpired with gratitude, 
ent to pay his reſpects to Nazeer Aga, of whoie 
umanity and politeneſs he had received ſuch 
ipnal proofs. This old man had been Nadir's 
ompanion when he was only the chief of a 


arty of robbers in the neighbouring moun- 
tains 
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tains. He ſeemed tov honeſt for Nadir's pur- 
poſe, and his want of ambition ſecured him 
from moſt of the calamities common even to fa- 
vourites, His white beard gaye a venerable 
air to his perfon, and a manly chearfulneſs ren- 
dered his company perfectly agreeable. The 
old man received him with great marks of kind- 
neſs, and ſent for ſome maſter carriers to agree 
about conveying his caravan to Me/ched. Here 
Mr. Hanway firſt received a proof of the equivo- 
cating diſpoſition of the modern Perfans, and 
finding it was impoſſible to fix them to any thing, 
he took his leave for that time. 

Mr. Hanway was viſited a day or two after 
by ſeveral of the principal men. of the place, 
who made their compliments, by putting their 
hands on their breaſts, and bowing the head. 
Thoſe who are more familiar preſs the palm of 
vour hand between both theirs, and then raiſe 
them to their forehead, to expreſs the high and 
cordial reſpe& they have for your perſon. Mol 
of the viſitors had an air of importance, and 
ſpoke little, bat after ſiting and ſmoaking the 
caallean, for a few minutes, took their leave, 

The Per/ians are extremely fond of tobacco; 
theirs is yellow, and very mild compared with 
that of America; and they draw the ſmoak in 
prodigious quantities. The caallean uſed on 
this occaſion is a glaſs veſſel reſembling a de- 
canter, filled about three parts with water. The 
tobacco being prepared and made into a ball, 1 
put into a filver utenſil not unlike a tea-cup, 
which has a tube that reaches almoſt to the bot- 
tom of the water, Another tube is fixed to * 

nec 
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neck of the veſſel above the water, faſtened to 
a leathern pipe through which they draw the 
ſmoke, and as it paſſes through the water it is 
cool and pleaſant. | | 
Mr. Hamway' entertained ſome of his gueſts, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, with 
ſweetmeats, of which they took a little, and gave 
the remainder to their ſervants: theſe are often 
ſo numerous, that a treat of this kind will coſt 
ten or twelve crowns. ' Abſurd and expenſive as 
this cuſtom appears, our Author thought it leſs 
inconſiſtent than that which prevails in ſome 
parts of Europe, where a ſervant 1s rewarded by 
his maſter's gueſts for doing his duty. 

The difficulties and delays made by the car- 
riers gave Mr. Hanway great vexation, and 
ſome of the townſmen frequently importuned 
him to open his bales and ſell them pieces of 
cloth ; but rather than agree to this, he made 
ſeveral of the principal perſons preſents of as 
much as was ſufficient for a coat. At length, 
being perſuaded by Nageer Aga, he with great 
reluctance agreed to let the camel drivers ſet out 
with part of the goods two or three days before 
he was to follow them, alledging that they could 
not keep pace with the horſes. Accordingly on 
the roth he delivered 40 bales, which were 
placed on the backs of ten camels, ſent an Ar- 
menian ſervant along with them, and appointed 
a place of rendezvous on the other ſide the moſt 
difficult paſſes of the mountains. 

Mr. Hanway then made a viſit to the Gover- 
nor, who appeared perplexed and troubled. - It 
was faid that he was providing horſes to ſend 


the 
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the King's treaſure, amounting to 17, og 
crowns, to Caſdin, and he now let our Author 
know, that he could not ſpare him above one 
ſoldier. He was extremely ſtartled at this new, 
and uſed many arguments to perſuade the Go. 
vernor to alter his reſolution, but without ef. 
fect. He was aſtoniſhed to find that a caravan 
with 17,000 crowns in money ſhould have: 
_ ſtrong guard, while he with 30,000 crowns in 
cloth was to have only one ſoldier ; but he was 
ignorant of the ſecret, and this ignorance con- 
ſtituted his happineſs. He — to follow 
the firſt caravan immediately, and prepared 
kedgavays, a kind of covered chairs big enough 
for one perſon to fit in, which the Perſians hang 
over camels in the manner of panniers, that 
he might accommodate any of his company, 
thould they happen to fall ſick, and provide 
. For his own ſecurity againſt the extremity of the 
cold. 
He was preparing to leave this city, the firſt he 
had ſeen in Pera; but while he was giving the 
neceſſary orders, Nazzer Aga came —. told him 
that it was not a lucky hour, and therefore he 
muſt not depart. Mr. Hanway anſwered, that 
as he depended on that good providence which 
. at all times governs the — * paid no regard 
to lucky hours, and would therefore go: but the 
other replying, that he muſt not ſet out, he 
thought proper to ſubmit. 
A diſn.al ſcene began now to diſcloſe itſelf: 
Nazeer Aga had hardly left him, when he heard 
the hoarſe ſound of trumpets to call in the 
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The ſhops were ordered to be ſhut up, and the 
wwnſmen repair to the walls. He now began 
o recollet a thouſand incidents which dif. 
covered the play that was about to be aQted. 
Nazeer Aga immediately returned, and adviſed | 
tim to ſend for his ſhip, acknowledging that 7 
they were all in the utmoſt danger from the re- 11 
Ieellion which had broke out in the neighbour- 11 
ood of the city; but alas! this could not be 11 
done, for the veſſel had ſailed to another port. 
Mr. Hanway deſired him to ſend for the ten ca- 
nel loads of cloth, that it might return back i 
to the city, but the old man told him, that 
none were permitted to go out of the city, and | 
wat for fear of an inſurrection within the walls, i | 
i frong guard was ordered to patrole the ſtreets. i 
It now appeared that Mahommed Haſſan Beg, 
who had left the city ſome days before, was 
in arms at the head of a party of Khajars, 
with an auxiliary body of Turkuman Tartars. 
Mahommed Khan Beg and Sadec Aga, two young | 


" 
- 
- -. 
2 24 —  — ——— — — —— — 


nen of diſtinction who were with the Gover- 
or when Mr. Harway firſt waited on him, 
had joined the rebels, and all unanimouſly de- 
cared that they reſolved to ſeize the Shah's trea. 
fure, and particularly our Author's caravan; 
and the better to delude the unhappy townſ- j 
nen, they gave out that the Shah was dead. ' 
The next day the Governor ſent ten ſoldiers | 
to guard the ten camels loaded with Engliſh | 
doth back into the city; but the enemy was — | 
aready poſſeſſed of all the avenues, and the 0 4 
goods were actually lodged in a village that 
wronged to Mahommed Khan Beg. The only 
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comfort Nazzer Aga now gave Mr. Hanway wy 
that while he lived they ſhould not touch his 
life. The old man was now perfectly ſenſible 
of the danger which threatened that gentleman 
and his attendants. The reſpect that had al. 
ways been ſhewn to Naxzeer Aga by Mahommd 
Haſan Beg, and thoſe who. had embarked in 
this deſperate enterprize, induced him to ven- 
ture among them, and to. endeavour to diſſuade 
them from perſiſting in it, the old man, made 
uſe of all his eloquence; but they ſuffered him 
to return, without his being able to make any 
impreſſion on them. Hitherto he had appeared 
undaunted; but he now ſeemed extremely dil. 
turbed, and as much concerned as if he was 
that night to render up his accounts for his 
paſt life, and for the years that had rendered 
his beard ſo venerably hoary. 

A beſi ged city, and a faithleſs and weak gar- 
riſon, were things as new to Mr. Hansvay 2: 
Perfia and the Perfians ; but the dread he had con- 
ceived of the barbarity of the Turtuman Tartar: 
made a deeper impreſſion on his mind: the only 
hope that remained was, that it could anſwer no 
end to theſe barbarians to do violence-to his per- 
ſon, ſince it could not conceal the robbery. His 
attendants would have perſuaded him to put or 
a Perfian habit ; but he choſe to remain with- 
out diſguiſe, The rebel army having advanced 


near the city, the Governor and Naxzeer Aga 

eſcaped by night in the diſguiſe of peaſants. 
Thoſe who were not in the rebellion nov 
curſed our Author as the cauſe of their diſtreſ:, 
alledging that it was his valuable goods that 
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had made the rebels riſe in arms, in order to get 
them into their poſſeſſion; but as he had no- 
ming to reproach himſelf with, theſe ſuggeſtions 
made little impreſſion on his mind. As all 
reſiſtance would have been vain, the people 
had nothing to do but to ſubmit to the conque- 
tors, and the city was delivered to Mzhommed 
ian Beg without tu mult. 

On the r7th the rebels entered the town with 
great ſigns of joy and mirth. A large party 
drove before them the Calenter, or town-clerk, 
who had acted as Sub-Governor, and another 
perſon ſtark naked inſiſted on their giving them 
the poſſeſſion of the King's treaſure, which the 
Governor had concealed” before his eſcape. 

Sadoc Aga, who was appointed General, 
with Mahommed: Khan Beg and 14 other perſons 
of diſtinction, now came to the houſe where 
Mr. Han way dwelt : he had collected his attend- 
ants into one room, where he waited to know his 
fate: from thence he ſent a Tartar boy, who 
underſtood the Turki/þ language, to conduct 
theſe hoſtile viſitors to him, and tell them that 
he hoped to- be treated with humanity. They 
immediately entered, and aſſured him, that 
they had no intention to hurt him, and would 
a; ſoon as the new government was eſtabliſhed, 
pay him for his goods, demanding at the ſame 
time to be informed, where they were lodged, 
and requiring him to give up to them his purſe ; 
dut when they had counted the money it con- 
ined, they delivered it back to him again. 
Mr. Hanway, however, had the addreſs to con- 
a! a purſe of 160 .crowns in gold. 
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After the rebels were in poſſeſſion of the city, 
they put only one man to death, who was : 
2 belonging to the late Governor, and had 

een the actual executioner of Tæhbmas Shah 
their laſt lawful Sovereign. 

It was now apparent to Mr. Hanway on what 
principles his pretended friend Myrza Mahon. 
med had ated ; he was in the ſecret of the re. 
bellion at the time of his arrival, and had 
brought him into the city as: a ſheep to the 
laughter; however, as he had now nothing to 
loſe but his life, he thought it beſt to diſlem. 
ble his knowledge of his perfidy, and intreat- 
ed him to recover for him the money he had 
advanced to the carriers, and he actually got 
back 150 crowns, 

Baba Sadoc was now Governor of the city; 
and Mr. Hanway ſecured him in his intereſt by 
a preſent of a piece of rich ſilk, which he had 
ſecreted with the money mentioned above, and 
by this means obtained the poſſeſſion of his 
chamber, from which he had been forced by the 
rebels. His purſe was again demanded by 
Mahommed Khan Beg, and Mr. Hanway was 
obliged to give it him. Two of the Turkumas 
chiefs were then brought into the room, whoſe 
habits were coarſe and their perſons il! favour- 
ed. Theſe aid to Mahommed Khan Beg, ** You 
«« give us the merchandize of the Rufrans, wil 
«« you not give us the Ry/zans alſo ? they will 
*« ſerve to keep our ſheep.” This ſpeech mace 
Mr. Hanway reſolve to leave the city at any 

rate, fearing that if the Tauriuman party ſhould 
continue 
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continue victorious, he ſhould be carried as a 
lave into the country of thoſe barbarians. 
The Turkuman Tartars ſoon after quarrelled 
about the plunder. Fear now took place of 
tumultuous joy; the gates of the city were or- 
cered to be hut, and no perſon allowed to 
aſs in or out, without the knowledge of Ma- 
bommed Haſſan Beg. However, Mr. Hanway hav- 
ing given to that new Governor a regular ac- 
count of the real value of the goods, the better 
to carry on the farce, received of him a bill 
for the amount, which was promiſed to be 
paid when the new government was eſtabliſhed. 
The Governor alſo ordered Myrxa to provide 
him and his attendants a guard of peaſants 
and horſes to carry them. 


CHAP. VI. 


The Author ceaves Aſtrabad, arrives at Balfruſh 
and joins a Party of the Shah's Forces. The © 
Adventures which befel him in retiring before 
the Turkuman Tartars. 


0 N the 24th of January Mr. Hanway 
took leave of 4/trabad under the con- 
voy of Myrxa, his brothers, his two ſons, and 
about 20 armed villagers; he carried with 
him all his baggage and even his arms, and af- 
ter a day's journey arrived ſafe at Koordiemalla, 
a village belonging to Myrza. The brother, 
whoſe character was not the moſt amiable, 
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would have conducted Mr. Hanway to his houſe 
in the adjacent mountain; but he abſolutely 


refuſed to go, in which refolution he was con- 


firmed: by the carriers, who expreſſed their fears 
of him by ſaying, **+ God only knows of his 
*« ſecret retirements.” Myrza, who - imagined 
Mr. Hanway was ſtil poſſeſſed of ſome things 
of value, thought it inconſiſtent with his in- 
tereſt to ſuffer him to carry them off, His de- 
mure countenance, and ſtrict obſervance 0 
the letter of the law, ſerved to cover the vio- 
lation of ſubſtantial virtue. He had now gu: 
that unhappy gentleman in his power, and 
made no ſcruple to declare that he would 
not anſwer for his ſafety a ſingle mile farther, 
and that the carriers who were under his juril- 
diction ſhould not proceed, unleſs he leſt his 
baggage with him. This crafty old man, who: 
perhdiouſneſs was exceeded by nothing but his 
hypocriſy, reſolved to play a cunning game; 
if the rebellion ſucceeded he would make a 


prize of the baggage, and if it did not ſucceed 


he would plead. his loyalty by preſerving it for 
Mr. Hanway. That gentleman ſaw himſeli 


intirely at his mercy, and therefore thought i 


beſt not to ſeem to miſtruſt him; therefore al- 
ter having ſecreted every thing that was portable, 
he delivered the reſt up to him. 

The next day Mr. Hanway advanced with 
his company about 20 Egli miles, and that 
night lay in the open fields. On the 26th 
ter travelling over ditches and through pathlels 
woods, he arrived at a ruined cottage, where he 


paſled the night, His greateſt concern there was 
t) 


0 pre 
cout 


woods 


ther, 2 
the ni 
his co 
ſow ed 


ple re 


plainir 
to th 
paſſed 
once | 
Perfrar: 
tiroug 
ſevera 


wild 


night! 
with 1 
tern, 
the bit 
their! 
The 
Hanau 
tal of 
but he 
of thi 
the A, 
ther. 
marſh 
were 
o co 
could 
fuſed, 
le m 


Through Russta into PERI. 175 


v prevent the jackals running away with his 
ccoutrements: theſe animals, with which the 


ih - 
— 9 
J 
f 9 

th 

| 


woods abound, are remarkably fond” of lea- 1 
mer, and ſeveral of them ran over his bed in | 4 
the night. He was determined to part with 1 I 
his conductors as ſoon as poſſible; for they 1 


owed rebellion wherever they came, the peo- 14 
I ple receiving them as their deliverers, com- 140 
plaining aloud that the Shah had reduced them 110 
ty the extremeſt miſery. They afterwards 11 
piſſed by the ruins of the palace at Farabad 110 
once famous for being the reſidence of the | 
Perfiar Kings. From thence they proceeded | 
through a little village upon a lake, where | 
ſeveral peaſants ſupport themſelves by catching 
wild ducks. They go in boats during the 11 
night near the marſhy banks that are covered 1 
with ruſhes, and carry great ſights on the 11 
tern, when ringing a number of ſmall bells 1 
the birds are confounded, and even fly into 21 
taeir hands. 

The carriers had engaged to conduct Mr. 
Hanway and his ſervants to Balfruſh, the capi- 
tal of Maxanderan now about 20 miles diſtant ; 1 
but hearing that Mahommed Khan, the Admiral 5 
of the ſea coaſt, was raiſing forces to oppoſe 
the Arabad rebels, they would proceed no far- 
ther. He was in a country turrounded by 
marſhes, . where no horſes, nor, any other cattle 
were to be had, and therefore defired them ; | 
to conduct him at leaſt to ſome place where he ' 
could procure horſes ; but this they alſo re- | 1 
fuſed, alledging that as he was near the ſea, 1 
he might go by water. Accordingly on we 10 
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27th in the morning they conducted him to- 
poor fiſherman's hut on the ſea-coaſt, who had 
a leaky canoe too ſmall for ſix perſons ; be. 
ſides, it could be navigated only with oars 
near.the ſhore, where the ſurf ran ſo high that 
it ſeemed impofſible for ſuch a boat to convey 
Mr. Hanway. and his ſervants 20 miles. He 
therefore repeated his entreaties that they would 
either find him horſes according to their agree. 
ment, or conduct him where he might procure 
them. This demand they treated with con- 
tempt, which obliged him to threaten them to 
uſe force: upon this two of them being armed 
with match-locks, lighted their matches: twe 
had bows and arrows; and all of them, being 
fix in number, had ſabres, and put themſelves 
in a poſture of defence. Mr. Hanway col. 
lected his company, among whom were fou 
muſkets, a blunderbuſs, and a pair of piſtols; 
but he could ſcarcely depend on more than tw 
of his ſervants, In this ſituation they parleyed 
for ſome time, till at lengtlil Mr. Hamuy 


wiſely ſuhmitted, and truſting to providence 


embarked in the canoe, when having gentl 
breezes from the eaſt, he and his attendant 
got ſafe to Me/chedizar. The next day he ſent ar 
Armenian ſervant to the Admiral Mabommel 
Khan, to inform him of his arrival, and to bey 
his protection: on which he received a hor! 
handſomely caparifoned, and four mules for his 
ſervants. 

On the zoth he came to Balfruſh, when 
he had the ſatisfaction to learn the opinion o 
the Per/iar merchants, that the Shah *. 
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make good his loſs. Mahommed K ban congra- 
tulated him on his eſcape with life, and on 
his arrival within his juriſdiction... But the next 
day Sadoc Aga having advanced at the head of 
a party of 7 urkumans within a few miles of the 
aty, Mr. Hanway. waited on the Admiral, who 
ow ſeemed cold to his intereſt, and complain- 
ed that he did not know but that the next day 
might be his laſt, as he was neither in a con- 
dition to fight, nor dared to retire, for fear of 
his maſter's diſpleaſure, Our Author reſolved 
now to depend no longer on the Khan's pro- 
miſes ; but to hire horſes,. mules, or even aſſes, 
where he could get them ; but this he ſoon 
found was impoſſible; for the greateſt part of 
the people had fled with their moſt valuable 
effects, and the reſt where preparing to follow 
their example. Under theſe circumſtances he 
had nothing to do but to prepare to receive the 
conquerors a ſecond time,.. or to walk off by 
himſelf unattended. 'The next day Mahommed 
Khan ſent him a horſe miſerably poor and diſ- 
tempered : he was in ſome doubt whether he 
honld accept of him or not; but at length he 
wok his leave of his interpreter and ſervants, 
offering them what money they ftiould have oc- 
caſion for, and giving them the rebels paſl- 
fort, he recommended them to providence. 

The Tartars entered one gate, as he went 
out of the other. Mr. Hanway fell in with a 
party which conducted the baggage of Mahom- 
ned Khan, who with his few forces ſoon fol- 
lowed ; it was impoſlible for our Author to 
keep pace with him. The Tartar boy fol- 

| lowed 
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| knew what method to purſue : he had wrapped 
his body round with ſoft Perſan ſaſhes to de 


ceive any robber, he ſet the boy on the horſe 
which was till able to creep along with a ſm: 


lowed: him on foot; but ſpon grew tired; a 
earneſtly intreated him to take him up behind 
him. However, before they got fix miles, th 
horſe's hind quarters gave way, and he ſat yy 
on his tail like a dog, ſo that they were botl 
obliged to diſmount. Mr. Zanway now hard 
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fend himſelf from the weather, which at che nos 
ſeaſon is generally ſevere in thoſe. parts, ſo tha ile v 
he was but in a bad condition for walking Had u. 
had no guide, and underſtood but few wor ban t 
of the language; however, by the aſſiſtance ich 

the Tartar boy, who. ſpoke Turliſb and RU; en ot 
he found his way to the ſea- coaſt, carrying ih a 
blunderbuſs, and a pair of piſtols. His cloath rr 
were already very mean, and the better to de iadin, 
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weight, and led him by the bridle, He came 
to ſeveral rivers, at which he had the good 
fortune to-find ferries, and being afraid to ſhew 
any money for fear of being robbed, pleaded 
poverty and paſſed gratis. In this manner he 
continued his journey for ten Englifþ miles, 
perplexed, and extremely. harrafſed with fa 
tigue. At length, to his great joy, the Khan“ 
company having halted, he came up with them, 
and\procured ſome ſhelter from the weather, witi 
a matt to. lie on. By this time Mr. Hagg Ms 
clerk, and his Ruſſan menial ſervant came up 
with him, having had better fortune than thelt 
matter, for they had rode on horſeback wid 
tne Khan's retinue. 

Ear 
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Carly the next day Mr. Harnway ſent to the 
than to let him know that it was impoſſible to 
woceed on the horſe he had ſent him: he then 
ndered others, but demanded above five times 
ie value. Mir. Haxwway knew that the poſſeſ- 
on of them would be precarious, and finding 
;pcrfon who offered to ſupply him with better 
horſes for hire, declined the Khan's propoſal. 
Wc now proceeded a ſhort day's journey to a 


md was again deprived of his horſe, T 


hich were mounted with filver, defired the 
han of them, alledging that he was going. 
ih a party to reconnoitre the rebels. Mr. 
lartbay begged his acceptance of them, re- 
inding him at the ſame time that-neither him- 
af nor the three perſons who were..yet with 
im, had any carriage but what depended on 
ident. Upon this he again aſſured him that 
e would take care of them. But after a few 
ours abſence, he returned in ſome confuſion; 
id ordered all the avenues of the woods to be 


carded, to prevent. a ſurprize. Mr. Hanway 


ad nut eaten any thing for near forty hours, 
icept a few parched peas, fo that he was obli- 
ed to beg what he dared not buy. 
The men and baggage being collected within. 
de walls of the houte where the Khan was 
aged, Mr. Hanway concluded they either 
nended a ſecret flight, or to defend themſelves 
i cafe of an attack: he therefore joined them, 
id repeated his intreaties for horſes whenever 
it thould march, on which the Than mu 
im 
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little village on the ſea-coaſt, where he halted, . 


than there obſerving the beauty of his piſtols, 
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him not be uneaſy, and promiſed that leaded 


would not leave any of them behind: by{WMvwords, * 
when night came on they began their march te hi! 
and our Author had the mortification to fd Thus 
that every thing, even to the leaſt valuab|Mhiles, . 
baggage, was carried off, great part of it o ich ba 
very good horſes, while himſelf, Mr. Hogs Ws to 
the Ruſſian ſervant, and little boy were Jef diſco) 
behind. He had thought that a preſent of Maimal. 
pair of piſtols of ſixty crowns value would had con 
been ſufficient to procure the loan of a fein up 
bad horſes, for three or four days; but wher nt ha 
generoſity is a ſtranger, gratitude has ſeldomifkngth 1 
any admittance. Truſting to the goodneſs oe farth 
Providence, he reſolved to follow the Khan e hor! 


to try if he could yet procure relief. He 
had not ſtrength to walk far, and was ſtop 
ped by a deep river, He happily found a 
ferry, and having paſſed it, entered into a wood 
where the road was deep and marſhy. It rain 
d har d, and the night was very dark; but the 
baggage horſes being heavy and moving ſlowly, 
he came up to them, and having kept them 
company near four miles, was fo ſpent with fa 
tigue, that finding no other expedient, he re 
ſolved to ſeize the bridle of the horſe on which 
the Khan himſelf was mounted, and to try it 
the word Shah had any magic to bring him 
to that ſenſe of his duty, which neither his pro 
miſe nor the dictates of humanity had yet pro 
duced. Having collected ſome broken words, 
and taken the Shah's decree out of his pocket, he 
advanced towards the Khan, and calling him 
by his name, he halted, Our Author's _—_ 
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leaded his cauſe without the aſſiſtance of many 
ords, and the Khan ordered his Secretary to 
bke him up behind him. 
Thus mounted, he went on ſlowly for ſome 
niles, till the Khan ordered a horfe loaded 
ih baggage to be delivered, for which he 
as to pay 50 crowns, though it was too dark 
v diſcover whether it was a horſe or any other 
mal. One of the conductors of the baggage 
had compaſſion on the Tartar boy, and took 
im up, and Mr. Hogg and the Ruſſian ſer- 
Want had hitherto ſtrength to walk; but at 
knoth Mr. Hegg complained that he could go 
Who farther, on which Mr. Hanway gave him 
he horſe ; but was fo little able to walk, that 
ke was ſoon obliged to deſire him to diſmount, 
nd left him behind. 
The Khan's apprehenſions of the Tarkumans 
med him on from ſeven in the evening till 
he ſame hour next morning; when, after a 
hort refreſhment, he continued his march till 
pur in the evening. The darkneſs of the ap- 
waching night had been increaſed by continual 
in, while the wind, the beating of the waves 
n the thore, and the apprehenfion of a ſavage 
temy, added horror to our Author's fatigues, 
The next day and night they travelled 20 
ours, and at length halted at a village to 
reſh themſelves, where Mr. Hanway hired a 
aber to ſhave him, who, being aſked if he 
new that he was a Chri/tian, and conſequently 
clean, left him in the midſt of his work. 
bur Author could hardly forbear laughing at 


de figure he made on this occaſion, he was 
Nei. XIV. R indeed 
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indeed literally unclean, for his cloaths we hin 
very dirty, they not having been off his bad ut de 
for 13 days. He was now obliged to foryellMngs. 
that tenderneſs which his cenſtitution ſeeme geir f 
to require; and to lie on the bare earth, thoupWMſpleaſu: 
ſometimes he had the fortune to procure a litdWMyater 
ftraw. The inroads of. the Caſian ſca, and ti lim. 
torrents from the mountains had formed -manWigs, 1 
channels of water, ſome of which are hard ud { 
paſſable. The north wind alſo made fo gi being 
a ſurge on the ſhore, that many horſes belong not a 
ing to the company were thrown down by ui The 
violence, and their riders in danger of beinWeed m. 
drowned. At length he obtained a diſcha Se 
from the baggage under which his horſe l tom t! 
boured, but he found him fo weak that Homer 
choſe to truſt to his own legs in paſſing thei Tus, 
channels, where he feldom eſcaped withoufWhcwn 
being wet to the middle. nature, 
In the evening they arrived at E/puchin, N rated 
little village on the ſea-ſhore, ſituated in a vero con 
marſhy wood abounding in ditches, with th rlated 
houſes ſcattered in a wild irregular manne lim wi 
Mr. Hanway having taken a lodging, reſolvegÞs not 
to pay a viſit to the Khan; but the night ſudgcome 1 
denly coming on, he knew not which way ls fer 
take, ſo that he wandered a conſiderable timMF pre: 
among the ditches and bogs. After being ice, a 
tremely fatigued and perplexed, he diſcovereFvich | 
a light, made up to it, and obtained the ind 2ua 
formation he wanted. He would now hahe r 
gladly cleaned himſelf, but that was impoſlibleWnarihy 
the Khan ſeemed extremely ſurpriſed at ſeeing*es 
him, and. Mr, Haavay could not explagif« tray 
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w him the reaſon of ſo extraordinary a viſit.; 
ut defired to be conducted to his own lodg- 
ugs. The moſt ſtupid and ungenerous have 
their fits of benevolence; our Author had the 
leaſure to ſee- victuals ſet before him, with 
water to waſh, and a pan of charcoal to warm 
tim, At length he was conducted to his lodg- 
Wiz, where he found his Ryfian ſervant, who 

hed ſupported himſelf under his fatigue, and 

king extremely faithful, had been in the ut- 
noſt anxiety on his maſter's account. 

The next day the Khan having made a for- 
ted march thought himſelf out of danger; for 
$adoc Aga, with the Turktumant, had deſiſted 
tom the purſuit; the Khan therefore gave his 

omen in charge to Shahwerdie Big, and went 
Wi 7uwnicabune. Shahwerdie Beg, who had before 
hewn Mr. Hanway ſome inſtances of his good 
nature, being now detached from the Khan, 
teated him with greater civility ; but having 
toconveniences of life with him, no more than 
elated to his own perſon, he could ſupply 
lim with nothing but proviſions. In Perfia it 
not cuſtomary for any man in travelling to 
ome near the women, except their Lord, or 
lis ſervants: but the circumſtances thcy were 
prevented a ſcrupulous regard-to this prac- 
ice, and Mr. Hanway had once the office, 
wich is not the moſt dignified in that empire, 
> 2uarding the women with his blunderbuſs. 
The roads through the woods were ſtill very 
narſhy, while the ſand on the ſhore, and the 
es which the ſea had waſhed down, render- 
& travelling very diſagreeable ; but the tem- 
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perate quality of the air was extremely refreſh 
ing. Mr. Hanway now firit obſerved the de 
lightful ſituation of many receſſes in the moun 
tains, where they have plenty of fins runnin 
ſtreams, with a profuſion of vines, orange and 
lemon-trees. 


In twenty-three days ſince the city of Afre X 
bad was taken by the rebels, Mr. Marway had * 
not enjoyed an hour of ſecurity or unbroker * 
ſleep. He was now drawing near to Langau bit 

Which he had left ſeven weeks before, and Fe 
was as deſirous of ſeeing it again, as if it hal 4 


been his home; when Mr. Elon, being in- 
formed that he was on the road, ſent Mr. Lg 
tus his interpreter, with a ſervant and one o 
his beſt horſes to meet him. 


CHA! 
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The Author*s kind Reception by Mr. Elton. He 
goes in Search o 7 the Shah. Is received with 
5 Politeneſi by Hadggee Zamon. The Per- 

L Manner of Eating, and the Nature of 
their Beds, A rar: 4 of the City of Cal- 
bin, and of the. Palace built by Nadir Shah ; 


avith the moſt material Events "till his arri: wal 


at the Perſian Camp. 


UR Author on his arrival at Langarood 
was received by Mr. Elton with open arms, 
and congratulated on his having ' eſcaped with 
his liberty and life. His legs and feet were 
much ſwelled and bruiſed, his boots not hav- 
ing been off for ſixteen days, and he was ob- 
liged to ſtay ſome time to provide freſh cloathing 
he not having ſaved any part of what he car- 
ned to Aftrabad. 

Mr, Hanway having informed Mr. Elten, 
where he had left Matteuſe, his interpreter, and 
the other Armenian ſervants, with Mr. Hogg, 
his clerk, whoſe ſituation he was afraid would 
expoſe him to ſome misfortune, Mr. Ellen im- 
mediately ſent ſervants and horſes in queſt of 
him, and after a few days he was brought to 
Largarood, He had overtaken Mahommed. Khan, 
who h:d provided him a horſe, for which he 
vas to pay a conſiderable price, though the 
R 3 beaſt 
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beaſt fell under him before he had advanced 
two miles. Mr. Hogg now ſeemed hke a man 
expiring in a, conſumption: he had been two 
days and three nights expoſed to the cold 
and rain without any food or ſhelter ; five times 
robbed, and at laſt left almoſt naked, and 
being often in danger of his life, was at length 


relieved by the charity of ſome dervices, whole 


retreat in the mountains he had the good for- 
tune to diſcover, But Matteu/e, and the o- 
ther Armenians left at Balfruſh, did not come 
home till three weeks after, and eſcaped theſe 
ſevere hardſhips. At that town they received 
a paſſport from Sadoc Aga, under his ſeal, the 
pompous ſtyle of which, conſidering his cir- 
. oriental languages, as well as of Perſian 
olly. * To the victorious armies be it known, 
te that Matteu/e the Armenian is here. Let him 
* not be moleſted, but live under our tha- 
„ dow.“ | 
Mr. Hanway now took leave of Mr. Eton, 
and ſet out for Reſbd. He ſoon found that 
though. Ghilan was ſaid to have ſuffered lels 
than any other province of Pera by the wars 
and cruelties of Nadir. yet the villages were in 
a ruinous condition. From Langarood to Labi- 
jan is ſeven miles. The latter being ſituated 
on an eminence, is eſteemed the molt healthy 
place in the province; for here the mountains 
open a pailage for the wind. The rains had 
filled a large ſpot of ground, and formed 3 
ſquare regular piece of water, in which wer? 
abundance of wild fowl, In the center ſtood 3 
/ grove 


cumitances, may give an idea of the idiom of 
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| cruelty, and of the inhumanity of thoſe em- 


they may be eafily broken with the hand, and 
their meat which. is generally mutton or fowls, 
is ſo prepared, that they divide it with their 
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rove upon a riſing ground, that ferved to 
Foantify the proſpect, and render it as delight- 
ful as the rudeneſs of the ſeaſor* would admit. 
Here he was received by Hahdgee Zamon, who 
was diſtinguithed for his good 1enſe, as well as 
his authority in that place, | 

The Habegee * complained aloud of the Shah's 


loyed by him. Supper being brought in, a 
ant 3 a Wdaſon of racer, Nd with 
a napkin flung over his ſhoulders, went to every 
one in the company, and poured water on their 
hands to waſh. A large ſalver, in the form of 
a tea-board, was ſet beforc every ,perſon, co- 
xered with a plate of pleo, on which was a 
ſmall quantity of minced meat mixed up with 
fruits and ſpices. There were alfo plates of 
comfits, ſeveral china baſons of ſherbets, as 
ſweet, four and other waters, with cakes of 
rice, and others of wheat flour, on which 
were ſprinkled; the ſeed of poppies, and others 
of the like nature. As they eſteemed it an abo- 
mination to cut any kind of bread or meat, af- 
ter it is dreſſed, theſe cakes are made thin, that 


fingers. When every thing is ſet in order be- 
fore them, they eat faſt, and without any cere- 
mony with their fingers, greaſing their hands, 
and ſmearing thei: beards. 


* This title is given to all who hase gone in pilgrimaze 
do Miecca. h 


Supper 
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Supper was no ſooner over, than warm wa” 
ter was brought to waſh, which being done 
they reſumedetheir diſcourſe, Andit is worthy 
of remark, that when the oldeſt man in the 
company ſpeaks, though he be poor, and fits 
at the lower end of the room, all the reſt pay 
a ſtrict attention to what he ſays. 

The company retired ſoon after ſupper, and 
beds were taken out of niches made in the 
wall for that purpoſe, and laid on the carpets. 
They confiſted of only two thick cotton quilts, 
one of which was folded double, and ſerved 
as a mattraſs, and the other as a covering, 
with a large flat pillow for the head. They 
uſually ſleep in their under garment and draw- 
ers: but the Princes and other great men uſe 
ſheets, and other delicate appurtenances of a 
bed, though with leſs parade than is practiſed 
in Europe; nor do they croud their apart- | 
ments with ſuperfluous furniture. 8 

On the 18th Mr. Harway ſet forward for | 
Reſbd, well pleafed with his laſt night's en- 


tertainment, and the next day arrived at that WW 
city where he was viſited by two Engliſß gen- © 
tlemen who reſided there, from whom he re- 18 
ceived great marks of friendſhip. He had alſo wh 
a viſit from three French miſſionaries, who were by 


ſenſible polite men. On the 2oth Mr. Hanway the 
paid a viſit to Ordo Kouli Beg, Governor of the it \ 


province, who was an old man, and received ve! 
him with great civility, As the cuſtoms of Eu- * 
repe are known in this province, he immedi- K. 
ately ordered a chair to be ſet for him. The thi 


apartment was full of people ſeated on felts of ſtr 
camels 


camels hair, ſpread round the ſquares of the 
floor, the ſervants and ſoldiers ſtanding in the 
area below. After ſome converſation, in which 
our Author related the misfortunes that had be- 
fallen him, he took his leave. 

He here provided cloaths, bedding, kitchen 


furniture, tents, mules, and horſes, as well as 


ſabres and hrelocks for his five attendants, upon 


which occaſion he found that large mules are as 
dear there as they are in Portugal, where one 
coſt him 621. 10s. but they are incomparably 
the moſt uſeful animals in rocky countries, be- 
ing very ſure-footed, and able to carry great bur- 
thens for long journies. In the neighbourhood 
of Reſbd are fields of rice, and plantations of 
mulberry-trees : ſome of the mountains are co- 
vered with cypreſs-trees, and others are compoſ- 
ed of naked rocks piled upon each other to a 
great height, while the vallies are interſperſed 
with villages, lawns, and arable lands. 

On the 26th he purſued his journey, and the 
next day reached Roodbar, on the banks of the 
river K:zilazan, where the country is covered 
with olive, orange, and other trees. This place 


is ſituated on the declivity of a hill, from 


whence runs « ſtream of water that is conveyed 


by channels to the roots of the olive-trees, which 


the peaſants here carefully cultivate, and though 


it was yet February the heat rendered travelling 
very fatiguing. 


On the 28th he and his company paſſed the 


Kizilazan with his baggage in canoes, and 
they ſwam over the horſes and mules ; but the 


ſtream was ſo rapid that it carried ſome of them 
near” 
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near a quarter of a mile. As he aſcended the 
mountains he found the climate much altered, 
and as the wind blew hard, he and his atten- 
dants were obliged to diſmount, for fear of be- 
ing blown down. the precipices, the path, in 
many places, not being two feet wide. The 
mountain rifes ſteep on one fide, and the valley, 
in which are ſome 3 of the Kizilazarn, 13 
on the other. That day he travelled eighteen 
miles; next day the roads were very bad aud he 
was obliged to croſs the river thirty times in two 
hours, as the path conducted him; white the 
rocks on both ſides roſe perpendicular from the 
Water. 

On the firſt of March he travelled three far- 
ſangs, or twelve miles, over the mountains, and 
at length came to the great plain of Caſbin, then 
covered three feet deep with ſnow, which reflected 
ſuch brightneſs from the rays of the ſun, as 
to be extremely painful to the eyes. The little 
villages on this plain are built fo that half the 
houſes are under the ſurface of the earth, and 


the tops of them formed into a cone, the better 


to carry off the ſnow, He that night took up 
his lodging in a ruined ftable, and the next day 
ſet out before fun-riſe, to avoid the danger of 
being blinded, as well as to enjoy the benefit of 
a firmer road. 

On his arrival at Caſdin, he paid his compli- 
ments to Hahagee Abdulcrim, the greateſt mer- 
chant in the place, who provided him a hand- 
ſome houſe near his own, and told him that it 
was impoſſible at that time to proceed on his 
Journey on account of the ſnow. 


The 
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The houſes here are generally quite below 
the ſurface of the earth, as are many of the 
gardens below the level of the adjacent lands, 
m order to enjoy the convenience -of water : 
for inſtead of bringing water up to their houſes, 
as we do, they level their u d to the 
water, They in general build with bricks dri- 
ed in the ſun, and their cement is a ſtrong 
lime. Their roofs are flat, and it is not un- 
common to ſleep on the houſe top. "Theſe build- 
ings are enclofed with a mud wall: they con- 
fiſt of two diviſions ; the outer one ſtands in a 
large area, and is a ſpacious room called the 
friem, one fide of which is open and ſupport- 
ed with pillars : they here diſpatch their bu- 
ſineſs, and eat, when they do not retire to the 
womens? apartment. Niches in the wall ſup- 
ply the place of tables: the floors are covered 
with large carpets; on the ſides of the room 
hang felts about a yard broad, and two or three 
yards long, made with either wool or camels 
hair very ſoſt, and uſed to fit upon. In the 
wings of this apartment are ſmall rooms for lodg- 
ing, and in the yard are the ſervants rooms, and 
the ſtables. Behind theſe 1s another building 
incloſed by a wall: this is the Haram or wo- 
men's apartments, into which no man enters ex- 
cept the maſter of the houſe. 

On the 3d of March, Mr. Harway viſited the 
Habdgee, who entertained him at dinner with 
milk differently prepared, cheeſe ſomewhat 
like our curds, comtits and cakes of bread. 
They here make but two meals a day, the moſt 
conſiderable cf which is in the evening. The 

HahCgee 
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Hahdgee enquired how he liked Pena, and on pn 


Mr. Hanwway's mentioning the uſage he had met nook 
with at Aftrabad, he aſſured him that the Shah * * 
would do him juſtice ; but complained of the I. 
poverty and milery to which the people were re- er 
duced, and then added, Caſbin had 12, ooo H 1c. 
% houſes inhabited, and now it has only 1100; Nn 
ſee from this eminence how this poor city is 
in ruins ! nor is [/þahan much better; that 
city had formerly an hundred thouſand houſes 
many of them not much inferior 1n ſplendor 
to the royal palace, which 1s the glory of the 
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*« world : but I am aſſured that only five thou- Toh 
© ſand houſes are now inhabited. Alas! Sir, . 
„ you know not to what miſery we are reduc- Xx 
« ed.” To this Mr. Hanwey replied, * Lam Ng 
every ſorry to hear your complaints. and to mins 
** ſee ſo much reaſon for them; for Caſbin in- ner 

« dÞed appears in ruins. When your Sove- The 
*« reign has accompliſhed his deſigns, ſurely he W ne, 
50 will change his ſyſtem: he Can never mean with 
4 


to deſtroy the people; for that would be in N vith 
effect to deſtroy himſelf.” | 


in a 
Mr. Hanway ſoon after taking his leave, went 


to ſee the new palace built by Nadir Shah in _ 
that city, adjoining to the old one. Before the I won 
entrance is an avenue of lofty trees 300 yard Wy 
long, and 15 or 20 broad. It js encompaſſed war 
by a thick and lofty wall, about an Enzlif . 
mile and a half in circumfercace, with only... 1 
one entrance, which is an archcd Fate. Witn- 75 
in it, are four large ſquares, adorned with x... 
lofty trees, fountains and running water. The Miene 
dee are raiſed about fix fect from the 


ground 
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ground: the Aviam, or open hall, is in the 
centre and ſhuts in with folding doors. The 
rooms are ornamented in the Indian taſte, and 
the cielings formed into ſmall ſquares, embel- 
liſhed with moral ſentences in very legible cha- 
nfters. Moſt of the windows are of painted 
glaſs, in which the figures are drawn in their 
proper ſhades, and executed with great art ; but 
many of the floors are only formed of hard earth, 
and others of a compoſition of beaten ſtone : 
theſe defects are, however, concealed by the 
conſtant uſe of carpets. 

The Haram makes a magnificent appear- 
ance ; it conſiſts of a ſquare within its own 
wall, which is of brick about thirty feet high 
nd two and a half thick; there are four diſ- 
tint apartments, in ſome of which are foun- 
tains that ſerve to moderate the heat of {um- 
mer, by giving the air a refreſhing coolneſs. 
The rooms are lined with ſtucco coloured in 
the /ndian tafte, with birds and flowers painted 
with the moſt beautiful colours, and adorned 
with gilt edgings ; but the chimney-pieces are 
in a mean talte, and ſome are ornamented with 
looking-glaſſes in ſmall ſquares of different di- 
menſions ſet into the walls. There are a few 
woms under ground, admirably contrived for 
coolneſs, Near the Haram is the Eunuch's 
2288 remarkable only for its having bat 

e door, and that a very ſtrong one. Here 
are likewiſe ſome old apartments built by Shah 
Abas, in which are ſome bad paintings done by 
Lurepean painters : the Per//ans themſelves are as 
ignorant of ſhades as the Cine. 
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The city of Caſbin is incloſed by a wall above 
a mile in each ſquare, that has a great numb 
of turrets and port-holes for arrows. It is fa 
mous in hiſtory for betag one of the chief ci 
ties of the antient Parthra, the reſidence of ma 
ny of the Perſian Kings, and the burial-plact 
vi Hephaſtion the favourite of Alrxauder . 
Great, 


Mr. Hanway before his departure rode to ſet — 
every thing worth notice, and in 2 Ea 
went to the market-place, which had once hem 
made a conſiderable figure; three parts of i ents 
were now in ruins; and old women appeared red 
in the ſhops, which in former times was no; 
practiſed. Here is a famous caravanſera, wit ould 
a large entrance, and a magnificent dome; it ared 
has a great ſquare ſurrounded with piazza heir: 
within which are lodgings and apartments fol 4.4 i! 
the reception of merchandize : this edifice col. th 
27,000 Crowns. Mr 

On the 11th of March, the weather being pee 
warm, and great part of the ſnow melted, Mr. met 
Hanway ſet out with a caravan, in which tive] the 
hundred thouſand crowns were to be carried n th 
to Shirat, under a guard of 800 Agbaut. A black 
he travelled on hardly any thing took his ſigh vnde 


but the ruins of towns and villages ; the rich 
neſs of the ſail, and the ſoftneſs of the climate mall 
rendering this proſpe& ſo much the more l. the 8 
mentable. This country abounds with elks nent 
which ſeem to be as fleet as birds, for none ol... 
the horſes could reach them. The ſkeletons of ,.... 
ſeveral camels were lying near the road, UM nails 
fle of which had been conſuined by * 

0! 
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it the camel is but ill qualified to travel upon 
he ſnow or wet ground; the breadth with which 
hey carry their legs, when they flip, often oc- 
aſions their ſplitting themſelves : to that when 
hey fall with great burthens, they ſeldom riſe 
gain. They are moſt uſeful in deſarts and plain 
Ii countries, and will travel two or three days 
Myth little or no water. 


military people to pillage wl rever they go, 
ir at leaſt to compel the inhabitants to procure 
hem proviſions : this often renders. the pea- 
ants deaf to the calls of humanity. They ar- 
nved at a village where the houfes were built 
wth ſtone, and made ſo defenſible that they 
could not procure an entrance, *till they pre- 
dared to take a houſe by ſcaling the walls; on 
heir approaching other villages, the inhabitants 
ſed into the mountains, and left them to provide 
for themſelves. 

Mr. Harway at length found that all his 
Perſian fellow-travellers were in the cuſtody of 
2 meſſenger, and took particular notice of one 
of them who was a Ballouche, one of the tribes 
in the eaſtern parts of Perfa, who are almoſt 
black: he was well mounted, armed, and at- 
tended ; but in debt to almoſt every one of the 
company, who apprehending him to be in no 
ſmall danger of his life from the reſentment of 
the Shah, demanded his horſe and arms in pay- 
ment, He gave them a filver caallean gilt, his 
bow and arrows, the quiver of which was co- 
rered with black velvet, and ftudded with gold 
nails, Though this man's annual . 

8 2 1 


In Perſia it ſeems an eſtabliſned cuſtom. for 
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did not exceed 250 crowns, and he had no other 
revenue; yet the value of his horſes, mules, 
and their appurtenances, Was not leſs than 1000 
crowns, He was very communicative, and 
finding Mr. Hanway, an European, he ſpoke 
without reſerve: “I am, ſaid he, come from 
«© Iſpahan, where I have been two years raiſing 
forces for the Shah, and have procured him 
«© two thouſand men; one thouſand is the u- 
«© ſual number which he annually draws from 
that city. In return he has lately taken 
from me 4500 crowns, and I am now under 
the dread of ſome other act of violence. It 
is no unuſual thing with my taſter to ſend 
for a man in order to ſtrangle him; and for 
my part I ſhould be glad to compound for a 
«© ſevere beating.” He endeavoured to learn 
by heart a prayer, which if repeated right in 


the preſence of the Shah, he ſaid, would divert | 


his wrath ; but if falſely, increaſe it. He talk- 
ed of the force of words, and the power of the 
Almighty: he alſo had another ſpell, which 


was the repetition of ten particular letters of | 


the alphabet, as he entered the royal tent 
cloſing a finger at each, and keeping his filt 
clenched 'till he came before the throne ; when 
he was ſuddenly to open his hands, and by the 
diſcharge of his magic artillery to ſubdue the 
King's wrath. 

'T'is indeed amazing to ſee in how many in- 
ſtances the Perſans demonſtrate the higheſt ſu- 
perſtition. The hands with the fingers inter- 
changed, and ſome particular poſture of the 
body, are confidered as full of magic power. 
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zee zing they hold a moiſt happy omen; ard 
hey fancy that the meteors that reſemble fall- 
vg ſtars, are the blows of the angels on the 
keads of the devils. Cats are held in great ei- 
rem, but dogs in abomination, fo that thev 
re never permitted to come into any room, thu? 
hey ſometimes ufe them at their diverſions. 
The Turts are not behind them in their folly. 
In the rezgn of Shah Abas, the Grand Signior 
ent to that Prince to deſire, that as none but 
heir prophet and his children had been ureſſed 
n green, none of his ſubjects might be per- 
nitted to wear that colour, eſpecially in ſtock- 
nos. To this Shah Abas, who was a man of 
nderſtanding, made anſwer, that if the Grand 
ignior would prevent the dogs piſſing in the 
maſs in Turky, he would comply with the re- 
weſt, - 

On the 17th they arrived about noon at a 
mall village, where an advanced guard of the 
amy was poſted to protect the villages, as is 
tuſtomary when the camp is near. The com- 
nander of the forces declared that he could not 
ind quarters for the Per/ians in Mr. Hanway's 
Ompany, and inſiſted upon their going directly 
v the camp, but on their declaring that they had 
paid for every thing they had upon the road, 
ad that they were alſo charged with the care of 
Mr. Hanway, they were ſuffered to enter the 
nllage. 

The fears of the Per/ian convoy increaſed as 
ey anproached nearer the camp, and the next 
ay they took their leave of vur Author with 
arrowful countenances, demanding of their 

81 conductor 
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conductor why he haſtened them : ©* Doſt thog ing o 
** know, ſaid one of them, that to condemned tin: 
«« perſons every hour of life is of great mo- ende 
«© ment?” Our Author now ſent his interpre- He 
ter to the Shah's miniſter appointed for the re- Who 
ception of ſtrangers, to enquire where he ſhould Wkindr 
itch his tent: but though they were ſo very :ſure 
near the Shah, ſome of the ſoldiers in this vil- Ide 7 
lage did not refrain from calling him raſcal in Wchan« 
plain terms. On the zoth he ſet out for the his M 
camp, and having entered it, pitched his tent Wcomp 
near the royal ſtandard. __ 
Ro SIO SO A, KS SO RS RH | 1 * 
CHAP VII. np! 
and 
The Auther obtains a Decree from the Shah for the! Wi t 
Payment of his Laſ at Aſtrabad. A Deſcription ¶ abou 
of rhe Perſian Camp. OF the Shah's Women, anot] 
and their Manner of Travelling. Hana 
; camp 
UR Author had now the ſatisfaction of FF army 
learning that the rebellion at Airabad I the f 
was ſuppreſſed; but he had fcarcely fixed his The 
tent, when an accident had like to have de- in c 
prived him of life; for his greater ſecurity he had ¶ vera 
cauſed his fire arms to be placed on the back I with 
part of the tent, and was walking in a penſive | M 
manner, when one of the ſervants wowng 5h recei 
piece, it went off, and he narrowly eſcaped be- rebe 
ing ſhot. He was extremely alarmed leſt the ¶ recei 
report of the muſket, ſo near the royal pavi- be i 


ien, mould have given offence, his own be- 
ing 


Writ 
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ing of cotton, was ſet on fire; but it was ſoon 
extinguithed, and this accident was happily at- 
tended with no other conſequence. 

He immediately waited on Mu/apha Khan, 
who received him with great profeſſions of 
kindneſs, obliged him to dine with him, and 


JW :fared him that juſtice ſhould be done him. In 


the mean while he delivered his petition to the 
chancery; and was told that it was believed 
his _— would pardon the Per/zans, in whoſe 
company he came to Cabin, merely to do him 


A honour. 


The Shah paſſing from his haram to his tent 


t audience, gave Mr. Hanvay an opportunity 


Jof ſeeing him; he was plainly dreſſed, except 
Yin precious ſtones. Some days after, the royal 


„ 


tandard being taken down, as a ſignal for ſtrik- 


ing the tents, the army decamped, marchin 


about two leagues and a half north-eaſt, where 
other tent being prepared for the Shah, Mr. 


Y fanway pitched his in company with the whole 
camp. In marching, the greateſt part of the 


army kept in a collected, but irregular body: 
the followers of the camp covered ſeveral miles. 
The elephants and camels were employed only 


in carrying great burthens : the laſt are of ſe- 
Feral kinds, but the moſt ſerviceable are thoſe 
with two bunches on their backs. 


Mr. Hanway having delivered the bill he had 
received from Mahommed Haan, the chief of the 
rebellion at A/ftrabad, to the amount of his loſs, 


: JI received a decree, by which it was ordered, that 


be ſhould give the particulars of his loſs in 
writing to Behbud Khan, the Shah's General 
| in 
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in Aftrabad, who had orders to deliver to him 
whatever part of the goods might poſſibly be 
tound, and to pay the deficiency out of the ſe. 
queſtered eſtates of the rebels without delay to 
tie laſt penny. This was not quite what Mr. 
Hanway wiſhed for, becauſe it laid him under 
the neceſſity of returning to Afrabad. . 
Being now eaſy on the ſubject of his loſs, he 
rode through the Per/ar camp, attended by his 
interpreter and another perſon, .and informed 
himſelf of every particular relating to it. The 
tents of the miniſters and officers were placed 
in the front, near that of the Shah, that they 
might always be near him. The quarter allot- 
ed for his tents was very large: before it was 
an avenue, one ſide of which conſiſted of a line 
of uniform tents, ſerving for guard-rooms, and 
on the other were the tents in which the affairs 
of the chancery, and other public concerns, were 


tranſacted. The pavilion, in which the Shah 


uſually ſat to give audience, was placed about 
200 yards behind this avenue. It was an' oblong 
ſupported by three poles, adorned at the top 
with gilt balls. 
loured cotton cloth, and the lining of clouded 
ſilk. It had no appearance of magnificence, 
and the front was always open even in the worlt 
weather; but when it was very cold ſeveral pots 
of charcoal were placed in the middle. The 
floor was covered with carpets, and the Shah 
lat croſs. legged, ſometimes upon theſe, and at 
others on a ſopha. The back part of the tent 


was divided into ſmall apartments, and on each 
fide was a kind of alley, through which the at- 
© tencants 


The covering was of brick-co- 
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tendants might walk round. At a conſidera- 
ble diſtance behind were the Shah's private 
tents, to ſome of which he retired at his meals. 
Almoſt contiguous to theſe were the tents of the 
thah's ladies, which had ſeveral curtains that 
formed ſeparate apartments one within another. 
The boundaries of the Shah's quarter were oc- 
cupied by his eunuchs and female flaves, and 
almoſt his whole circuit, eſpecially towards 
he reſidence of the women, was ſurrounded 
iy a ſtrong fence of net-work, round which 
ntrolled the night guard, who ſeverely punithed 
a! intruders. 

The camp market begins at the end of the 
quare fronting the guard rooms, and is abont 
half a mile long. It conſiſts of tents on each 
ide like a ſtreet ſupplied with a variety of pro- 
ſons, apparel, horſe furniture, and other ne- 
teſſaries, which are brought thither for ſale. 
The officer who has the care of this market, 
des up and down to keep order, and when 
my diſputes ariſe, the contending parties are 
rought before the ſuperintendant of the mar- 
tet, who acquires a conſiderable income from 
rents, fees, preſents, and extortions. Many 
if the ſhopkeepers are little better than com- 
non ſuttlers. The great dealers are under the 
wotetion of ſome of the courtiers, who are 
nemſelves the principal traders in flour and 
nce. As theſe great men have many ſupernu- 


it Nnerary ſervants, camels, and mules, they ſend 
it em to diſtant provinces for rice, which they 
h ring to the camp for ſale, and make vaſt pro- 
t- Wits of it. The thopkeepers who preſume to 


interfere 
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interfere with them in this branch of trade are 
generally marked out for deſtruction. 

The regimental colours are a narrow flip of 
filk ſloped to a point, ſome red, fome white, 
and ſome ſtriped. Several hours before the 


moving of the camp one of the ſtandards was 
taken down by way of ſignal, and carried to the 
place where the new camp was to be pitched, | 
The bulk of the army often moved an hour or 
two before the Shah ; for in removing from one 
camp to another, he ſometimes gallopped the 


whole way. 


Nadir had about fixty women, and nearly as 
many eunuchs, who generally rode near his per- 


ſon and kept pace with him. Before him went 


his running footmen, preceded by the chan- | 
ters; and before them the watch guard. Theſe | 
ſpread a mile or two, and gave notice of the 
Tertie, or 
make way: but when they met with people in 
their rout, rivers, precipices, and rocks were | 
no excuſe, they drove at them with their maces, | 
and made all before them fly at their ap- 
This was only when he travelled witk | 
his women; for when he travelled without them, 
people were permitted to come nearer. His 


Shah's approach, by crying out, 


proach. 


ladies, and indeed other ladies of diſtinction, 


when in Nadir's company, rode on white horles, | 
in the ſame manner as the men; but at other times 


were carried on camels ſeated in machines re- 


ſembling a covered waggon, hung like panniers 


over a pack- ſaddle, and entirely concealed under 


a covering of crimſon cloth. Ordinary women 
rode on horſes and mules, and mixed among 


the 
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che crowd, had a linen veil over their faces, 
and wore great coats, like men; but the veils 
of the pooreſt covered their whole bodies. The 
ect Tartar women were not fo ſcrupulous 
about hiding their faces as the Perfrans, The 
females in the camp, except when on deſperate 
enterprizes, are about one to ten mates. 

Nadi had ſour complete fets of horſe fur- 
niture, one mounted with pearls, another 
with rubies, a third with emeralds, and a fourth 
with diamonds of a prodigious fize, many of 
them being of the bigneſs of a pidgeon's egg. 
Mr. Hazway was equally ſurprized at their 
immenſe value, and the barbarous taſte in 
which they were ſet. In a viſit they made to 
Myftaphe Khan he mentioned to him the pro- 
digious value of the Shah's horſe furniture, and 
obſerved, that the jewels in Europe appear in- 
comparably brighter and neater ſet, and that 
if his Majeſty would truſt him with one of 
thoſe bridles, he would procure a complete ſet 
of horſe furniture to be made in Zxrope, which 
ſhould exceed any thing that had yet appeared 
in the world: but the Khan replied, My 
* maſter has not patience enough to wait till it 
could be finiſhed.” 

The officers and even the {ſoldiers of rank; 
had the bridles of their horſes mounted with 
ſilver with a mane- piece of plate, and an orna- 
mental chain; likewiſe the ſword; belts, and 
leathern accoutrements were mounted with the 
ſame metal, The handles of their battle-axes 


Y vere generally {ſtudded of covered with thin 


fuver plates, In their ſaſhes about their waiſt 
they 
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they wore a knife, the handle and caſe of which 
were covered with ſilver. Some officers and 
perſons of diſtinction were obliged to wear gold 
caſed knives, and ſome of their great men had 
filver ſtirrups. Thus Nadir endeavoured to 
keep them dependant, by obliging them to ex 
pend their money in articles of vanity. 


The reſpe&t thewn Mr. Hanway by Mufta 4 

N 

ha Khan, who was conſidered as the moſt up : 
Tight man in the Perſian court, induced that 

gentleman to make him a preſent. of a gold re4 4 


peating watch, with ſome fine cloth and ric! 
. filk : this he ſeemed unwilling to receive; but 
Mr. Hawway inſiſting on his accepting it as 
| mark of his gratitude, he preſented him in re 
turn ſome jewels which had once adorned thg 
cap of ſome unhappy Indian. The principa 
Jewel conßſted of a large ſapphire ſet in gold; 
and encompaſſed with diamonds ; but theſe lat 
were ſmall, and bored through in the manney bs 
in which the A/aticks ſpoil their precious ſtones . 
the reverſe of this place was enamelled wii, - 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Author's Jaurney from the Perſian Camp to 
Langarood. 4 - Deſcription ef the Country, 
An Account of the Perſian Couriers. He is wife 
at Langarood by a Perſian Mullah. An Account 
of the Perſian Women, their Marriages and 
domeſtic Slavery; with a Deſgription of the Pro- 
vince” of Ghilan. LY 


bY the 27th of March Mr. Hanway ſet out 
from the camp, and beſides his other at- 
tendants, had two ſoldiers given him by M 
apha Khan for his guard. Though he now 
bok a different road from that he paſſed before, 
de had every where the melancholy proſpect of 
raſt tracts of excellent arable land lying waſte 
Win one of the fineſt chmates in the world: the 
Wiouſes of the deſerted villages ſupplied only 
Wiucl, and he ſaw ſeveral maroders pulling them 
Gown for that purpoſe. The next day he paſſed 
rough a ruined village covered on the oppo- 
ite fide with an inacceſſible mountain: he 
here diſcovered five perſons, Who as he ap- 
proached ran to their horſes, which were ready 
addled and tied to trees. Theſe fellows took 
o their arms as if they meant to attack him, 
chile he prepared for his defence; but his two 
Woldiers ſeemed to have his preſervation ſo 1it- 
e at heart, that they loitered behind, and en- 
a pl ered into a pariy with them. This gave our 
Vor. XIV. 5 Author 
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Author ſome uneaſineſs, and induced him to 

ſtop upon an eminence attended by one ſervan and 
to ſee the iſſue of their conference, while the ind 
reſt of his company were gone forward; but 
his interpreter ſoon rode back full ſpeed, anc 


blaming him for ſtaying behind, declared, that din 
if they did not keep together they might all 22 
inha 


be cut off; for he had diſcovered, that four 
of thoſe. men were gone round the hill, while boſf 
one kept the ſoldiers in talk. His fears were not. 
without foundation; for the ſoldiers, who ſoon vith 
came up, had purchaſed a ſtolen horſe of theſe 
robbers, who acknowledged that. the reputa 
tion the Europeans had acquired for their dex- 
terity in the uſe of fire-arms, had been thei 
greateſt ſecurity. 

On the 2gth they aſcended the mountain 
and had no ſooner reached the tummit, than 
they found the air ſo extremely rarifted, and 
the wind ſo piercing, that it was with difficult. 
they drew their breath. In the valley they 
found a very different climate, and Abar ap 
peared before them in. a delightful ſituation, 

This city, however, was in much the ſame 
circumſtances as the others, and it was not with 
out difficulty they obtained a lodging. The 
mountains, over which lay their direct road 
being ſtill covered over with ſnow, they were 
under the neceſſity of going near three leagues 
about; and in the ſpace of four. leagues the road 
was ſo formed that they were obliged to paſs 
a branch of the Xizilaxan Eg;times; one ot 
the company having the curioſity to count 
them, This river was about 53o. feet wide, 
4 [4 ' 
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and two or three deep 7 the ſtream was rapid, 
and the bottom covered with rocks and ſtones. 
After a journey of ten hours, they arrived at 
2 deſolate caravanſera where they found no- 
thing but water; they had, however, provided 
11 themſelves at a village on the road, where the 
inhabitants -had entertained them with great 
hoſpitality, 
ol On the ziſt they travelled near ten hours 
n{vithout finding any. proviſions, and on their 
{oY pproaching the mountains that cover G-1/an, 
a Mihey found the reflection of the ſan ſo ſtrong, 
„hat it was with difficulty they. defended them- 
irn elves from the ſoorching heat. At length their 
drooping ſpitits, almoſt exhauſted with fatigue 
n Mind hunger, were ſupported by the ſight of A. 
an vil, a ſmall village; but they had the mor- 
nd üfcation to find only one narrow path to it, 
y bat was fenced. up -with large fir-trees and a 
eyMycat bank of earth. This raiſed. a ſuſpicion 
p Mat the village was in a ſtate of rebellion, and 
n. lat it might be dangerous to force tneir way 
mel "to it : neceſſity, however, . flenced their ſeru- 
h- MÞ!es, - and they with much difficulty removed the 
heY impediment, when they found that the villagers 
id, ad made uſe of this expedient from their fear 
ere ef the Shah's couriers, who without pity take, 
end without mercy ride, the horſes. of the poor 
adF'nhabitants. Upon our Author's entering into 
aſol be village, he and his attendants were received 
wth marks of hofpitality, for the peaſants 
inew that they would pay for- whatever they 
Wanted : but they had not been in the village 
o hours. before eight couriers arrived, armed 


1'2 with 
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with muſkets, though they generally wear only C 
ſabres. gel 
Theſe couriers wear a white ſaſh, girded = 
from their waiſts many times round their bo- n 


dies: they take horſes wherever they can find and 


them, which they do not always return to the tool 
owners : they even diſmount travellers, and of- fon 
ten leave them to walk with their baggage. ts 
This occaſions their being ſometimes repulſeal LE 
and ſeverely treated, though as they are em- verd 
ployed in the Shah's bufinefs, an entire ſub- . 
miſſion is required. Poſt- maſters were ſupplied i moſ 


by the Shah's orders with thirty, forty, or fifty 
horſes; but the demand for them is frequently 
greater than they are al-le to ſupply. One off 
theſe poſt-maſters being charged by Nadir with 
not furniſhing. his couriers, anſwered, “ That 


I have not ſupplied them is moſt certain, ¶ inge 
« becauſe for every ten horſes you provided, ſer 
40 you ſent me 20 couriers, a man had better 3 
« die at once than live to ferve a raſcal, 3 
and immediately ſtabbed himſelf.” The Shah ge 
cried out, He is a brave fellow, ſave him; H fo. 
but it was too late. f | had 

While Mr. Hanway was at this village; he dig, 
obſerved youths of twenty years of age armed 414 
with military authority, giving blows on the? Hi 
heads of thoſe whoſe grey beards entitled them} bar 
to reverence; this was done frequently for very ho 
trifling offences, and ſometimes for no offence} peoj 
at all: nor could he reſtrain his own Armenian ay, 
ſervants from following their example, till ha... 
aſſured them they ſhould receive ten ſtrokes for ;; fn 
one. © he | 


* 
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Our Author and his company having re- 
freſhed themſelves, left the village in the even- 
ing, taking their rout over a high mountain, 
from whence they deſcended into a pleaſant 
and fruitful valley, and croſſing the K7zi/azan, 
took up their lodgings at two leagues diſtance 
from Arſewil. Spring was already advanced to 
its higheſt bloom, the brightneſs of 'the ſky, the 
water pouring from the rocks, the variegated 
rerdure of the trees on the mountains, with the 
lawns and corn fields, filled the mind with the 
moſt pleaſing ideas. Their gyes were frequently 
entertained with the moſt noble and extenſive 
proſpets, bounded by ſtupendous mountains 
riſing gradually on each other; ſome had their 
ſummits covered with ſnow, while others con- 
cealed their heads in the clouds. In the valleys 
indeed appeared many ruined cities : but the 
ſerpentine courſe of the Kizilazan, with a va- 
riety of lawns and woods, finely diverſified the 
ſcene. The mind is naturally delighted with 
the return of ſpring ; but to Mr. Hanway it 
afforded the more pleaſure, as the paſt winter 
had been attended with ſuch circumſtances of 
diſtreſs, How happy, ſays he, might Perſa be, 
did not a general depravity of manners involve 
her inhabitants in ſuch inextricable confuſion ; 
but how much more happy are thoſe countries 
whoſe government is not deſpotic, and whoſe 
people arc inſpired with ſentiments of virtue, 
and true religion ; which alone can blunt the 
edge of thoſe calamities to which human life 
is ſubject. The deſolate country through which 
he had travelled for. ſo many days, rendered 

$5 Te 5 the 
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the beauties of Ghi/an the more ſtriking. Ae. 
fevil was bordered by olive-trees ; the walks 
in the gardens were incloſed with vines, and 
the fruit-trees were in bloſſom. : here were 
few proofs of art; but nature with a little 
induſtry, ſeemed to furniſh all that was ne- 
ceffary or pleaſant. 

On the firſt of . {pri/ Mr. Hanway paſſed 
through the narrow paths in the mountains 
that guard the province of -Ghilar, in view of 


many pleaſant” valleys, and the next day ar- 
. rived at Rd, where he had the pleaſure df | 
On the fourth ke 
there the 


ſeeing ſome of his friends. 
ſet out for -Langarood, and arriving 
next morning, was kindly received by Mr. 
Elton, and the two French miſſionaries, who 
were then with him, The naval 


carried on there, were conducted by Admiral 


Mahommed Khan, who was extremely ignorant 
that Mr. Han- 


in maritime affairs, and: finding 
way was returned with ſucceſs from the camp, 


he ſeemed afraid of his reſenting his former 
apprehenſive that the value | 
the piſtols he had preſented to him was greater 


conduct, being 


than it really was, and being ignorant how 


to uſe the ſcrew-barrels, he oifered to return 
them, to which our Author had no objection. 


Policy did not require the appearance of Te- 
ſentment on his, part, and charity ſeldom wat- 
rants the reality of it. A mind ſuperior to the 
injuries we ſuffer by the weaknefs or wick- 
. edneſs of others, ſeems to be the ſureſt mark 


of that generoſity of ſpirit which Chriſtianty 


requires, and bids faireſt to ſecure that tran- 


quility, | 


reparations . 
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quility, which in a great meaſure conſtitutes 
our temporal happinets. 

Mr. Hanway, was here viſited by a Mullah or 
Perſian Prieſt, Who came in company with 
Habwerdie Beg, the perſon to whom he had 
deen ſo much obliged: they entertained him 

with ſeveral quotations out of their poets, par- 
ticularly with re to the pleaſures and mi- 
ſeries of life ariſing from the ſociety of wo- 
men, and expreſſed themſelves upon this ſub- 
jet with great delicacy. After other remarks, 
the Mullak obſerved, that. thongh their law 
permitted a man's having four wives, and did 
not reſtrain him in the number of his concu- 
bines, yet they always conſidered - him as the 
moſt virtuous. man, who confined himſelf to 
one wife, without any concubine, and the 
Mullah. intimated, that it was his opinion, that 
celibacy ſeemed to be a war againſt nature, and 
was conſequently a vice. 

A woman in Per/ia is before her marriage 
examined with reſpect to her perſon, by the 


mother or ſome other female relation of the 


wan; as the man is by the parent or friends 
of the woman. A report being made, the wo- 
man's parent demands the price, which being 
paid, the Kazzi or Judge, or where there is 
none, the Mullah marries them, very often with- 
out their having ſeen each other. The Per- 
Hans may marry for a month or any time agreed 
upon between the parties, and they are at h- 
berty to ſeparate when the time is expired; but 
the women muſt not marry again immediately, 


-8hleſs ſhe is certain of her not being with 
child 
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If ſhe proves pregnant, the man is ob. 
liged to ſupport her for a year; and if the child 
1s a male it is his; if a female hers. Mar- 
rlage, however, does not entitle the women to 


212 
child. 


any diſtinguiſned privileges; for they are con- 


ſidered as little more than ſervile creatures, 
formed for the pleaſure of their lords. 

The women of Ghilau. are very induſtriaus; 
the common ſort are often ſeen abroad with 
out veils, planting rice, and performing other 
offices of agriculture ; and at home they are 
employed in ſpinning and in different manu- 
factures. 
their eyes and hair are black: 


Thoſe in this province are fair, and 
but there, as in 


other places, they blacken their eyes by the 


uſe of a drug, which leaves a blackneſs on the 


eye-lids. They have a great eſteem for large 


eyes; their features are imall, their ſtature 15 


low, and they have ſomething delicate in their | 


form: but in geseral the Georgians are molt 
eſteemed for their perſonal charms. Their 
children are very handſame when young, but 
the boys ſoon change their complexion. The 
girls who do not labour in the fields are ſel- 
dom ſeen abroad, except in a morning before 
the ſun riſes, and then are covered with veils 
which reach down to their feet. When a lady 


of diſtinction travels on horſeback, ſhe is not 


only veiled, but has generally a ſervant who 


runs or rides before her to clear the way; and 
on ſuch occaſtons the men always turn their 


backs till the women are paſſed; for it is 
thought the greateſt ill manners to look at 


then.. The care of concealing their faces to 
avoid. 
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avoid the imputation of acting indelicately and 
contrary to cuſtom, has made ſuch an impreſ- 
ion on them, that our Author was told of a 


woman, who being accidentally ſurprized when 


bathing, ſhewed her whole perſon, except her. 
face, to hide which, ſhe imployed all her ſoli- 
citude. | 
The Perfians are as much governed by out- 
ward appearance as any other nation; hence: 
our factors in the fouth of Perſia have, from 
motives of policy, carried this affair much far- 
ther than thoſe who come from the cold regions 
of Rafſia ; they have had their gold caalleans, 
rich ſaſhes, running footmen, led horſes, - &c.. 
Their dreſs was Per//an, except the wig and hat, 
and their garments were hned with ſables. Shals 
Sultan Huſjein gave them a noble palace and fine 
gardens; and at a public entertainment made: 
for that Prince, the factors once ſpread the 
ground with ſcarlet cloth, for him to walk on 
from the royal palace to their own, and after- 
wards gave it to the ſoldiers. This conduct! 
was political among ſo oſtentatious a people as 
the Perffans, and doubtleſs had good effects: 
but the invaſion of the Afghans. prevented the 
continuance of it. Mr. Elton, however, thought. 
it became the rank he bore in the Shah's ſer- 
vice, to have four running footmen to attend 
him; his Adjutant was finely mounted, and car- 
ried a light fowling piece at the head of the ca- 
valcade, and the rear was brought up by his 
caallean bearer on horſeback, who carried a lea- 
thern pannier filled with outward garments, pro- 
viſions and the like, 
Ghilan, 


214 Travels of J. HAN WAT, 27 


and 
Ghilan in covered on one ſide, by a ranges cart! 
mountains nearly in the form of a Creicent. Re 


What greatly adds to its beauty is the abun- cult 
dance of timber and other wood, and the ro- mhz 
mantic ſcenes it every where affords. At the ppu! 
foot of the mountains, to the eaſtward near the pine 
bay, is a hot bath much eſteemed for its me- ferre 
dicinal virtues; the water of which is of a2 preſ 
yellowiſh colour. All the paſſes into Ghilan are cred 
very difficult, and hence the Kings of Perfe tant 
have hardly ever been able to keep the inhabi- with 
tants of the ſouthern coaſts of the Caſpian ſea in are, 


ſubjection. | o re 
Reſbd, the metropolis of Ghilan, was, about was 
20 years before our Author's being there, ſur- 1 1 


rounded by a thick wood, which rendered it hi 
extremely unwholſome: but the *Rufians no with 
. ſooner poſſeſſed this part of the province, than IF hon, 
they cleared the ground for: near 15 miles wo IF ferti 
the ſouthward, and a. proſpe& is now opened MF ng 
that is only bounded by the mountains whoſe beſic 
tops riſe ſo high, that they are generally co- lem 
vered with ſnow throughout the whole year. vine 
The air of this province, tho' admirably adapt- gros 
| ed to the cultivation of raw ſille, and rice, of part 
b 


which there are greater plenty here than in any i with 

other part of Per/ia, is far from being healthy; IF tend 
for the numerous marſhes occaſioned by the IF eulti 
ti overflowing of the Caſpian iſea, the fields of vill 
| rice often laid under water, and the vicinity of ture 
the mountains covered with wood, contribute emp 
1 to hurt the air, eſpecially when the heat of the I duce 
ſiun is violent and the exhalations ſtrong, There eck 
are here innumerable ſwarms of frogs, gnats, | 


r 
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and ſpiders; the extraordinary moiſture of the | 
carth breeds inſects even in their own houſes, and 1 
the air is ſo productive of ruſt, that it is diffi- It 
cult to preſerve even the work of a watch, The | 
inhabitants obſerve, that women, . mules, and 
poultry enjoy health, when all other animals 
pine away with ſickneſs; whenee it may be in- 
ferred that their confinement contributes to their 
preſervation. In the year 1714, ſuch an in- 
credible quantity of ſnow fell, that the inhabi- 
tants at Red had ſame days no communication 
with each other, but from the houſe tops, which 
are, however, not very lofty. They even aſ- 
ſured our Authox, that in ſome places the ſnow 
was ſeven yards deep. 8 
The people here enjoy a long ſpring, durin 

which puke lawns Kos B 2. = —— 
with flowers, and the buſhes with roſes, and 
honeyſuckles. The ſoil, which is exceedingly 
fertile, produces ſome hemp and hops, and al- 
moſt every kind of fruit without culture ; for, 
befides pomegranates, . peaches, oranges,. and 
lemons, here are abundance of grapes, the 
vines ſupporting themſelves on the trees, and. it 
growing-wild in the mountains; ſo that a great | | 
part of the province is a perfect paradiſe, not- | 

J withſtanding the many inconveniences that at- 

end it. wever, their grapes, for want of 
cultivation, are not the moſt excellent, nor 

J vill they make tolerable wine without a mix- 

J ture of raifins from the ſouthern parts of the 

empire; but theſe, fermented together, pro- 

Iduce very good wine. Their other fruits are 

F:cc;oned. unwholeſome, cſpecially. to foreigners, (| 

and | 


—_— f ew Py 77” _ 


216 Travels of ]. Haxwavx, PILE 
and in particular the peaches and figs partake 
much of the pernicious moiſture that predomi- 
nates in the lower parts of the province, Ghilan 
ts alſo remarkable for producing great quantities 


of box, of which camels are extremely fond, | 
though it is immediate death if they eat it; for 


which reaſon there are few or no camels brought 
into the province, their caravans conſiſting of 
horſes, mules, and cows that carry burthens like 


other animals. 


CHAP 
T he Author ſets out on his ſecond Journey from Lan- 


garood 75 Aſtrabad. 


and Balfruſh. He it entertained at the Seat of ® 
A pert Daſcription of the | 
able 


Mahommed Khan. 
Cauſeway built by Shah Abas, and of the fa- 
 mous Palace of Altrett, 
Heads at the Entrance of Aſtrabad. Cruelties 
exerciſed on the Rebels, and the Manner of exccut- 
ing Malefafors in Perſia, 


N. the firſt of May in the evening, Mr. 
Hamuvey ſet out for Aftrabad. Beſides 
Loftus, Mr. Elton's interpreter, who had been 


with him in the camp, he alſo took Marrev/e | 
the old Armenian, who was with him when the | 


rebeilion broke out. There were fix perſous in 
company, well armed, and Maſemmed Khan had 
promiſed to furniſh thera with a convoy of fiſty 


A Deſcription of the Pro- 


wince of Mazanderan, with the Cities of Amul | 


Pyramids of human Þ 
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foldiers if neceſſary : for ſome of the inhabi- 


tants of Mazanderan as well as 4ftrabad, hav- 
ing been in the rebellion, and knowing that 
part of the money. our Author was to receive, 
would be levied on their relations, there was 
reaſon to apprehend they would obſtruct their 
journey, if they had a favourable opportunity of 
doing 1t. | 

The firſt evening they were. benighted and 
loſt in a wood, tho' they had ſucceſſively pro- 
cured ſeveral guides; but they all ran away, 
from the fear of being uſed ill. In this perplex- 
ity they advanced towards a houſe, where they 
ſaw a light, but found the entrance barricaded 
with trees. In vain did they uſe intreaties to 
perſuade the maſter of it to conduct them to Ra- 
dizar ; theſe being ineffectual, they broke into 
the houſe, and tying a rope to one of his arms, 
compelled him to conduct them. Unwarrant- 
able as this conduct may appear, it was agree- 
able to the practice of Per/ia, and now ſeemed 
abſolutely neceſſary; but having conducted them 
to Radizar, he was paid handſomely for his 
trouble, and ſuffered to return home. 

The next day they entered the province of 


Maxanderan, the weather being extremely de- 
ightful. On the fourth the horſes. and mules 
Weing at paſture, were viſited by a wolf of a 


rery extraordinary ſize; but being driven off 


Wy a guard ſet for ſuch purpoſes, the animal 


4 


| 


ontented himſelf with killing a cow. In the 


Worning they ſet out carly, and coming up with 


| detachment of 50 ſoldiers, the commander 


ourteouſly offered his ſervice to guard them 
Vor, XIV. U Mr. 
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Mr. Hanway obferved, that ſome of the lower 
arts of Mazanderan nearly reſemble Chilan;, WM by 
bet not being fo cloſely incireled by mountains, MW Ci 
the air is more pure and free, This province MI of 
alſo abounds with water, many ftreams of which it 
:iNue from the ſprings in the higher ground. WI 
The country is as fruitful as Glan, and bein ing 
much healthier, the inhabitants are ſtronger — vo) 
more robuſt. It furniſhes great quantities of W anc 
cotton, and is the only province in the north of IF ing 
Perſia, that produces ſugar. ral 
t. Hanway. preſented the commander of the but 
fifty men, with cloath for a coat, and he being the 
obliged to leave them, gave them ten of his 
ſoldiers for a guard; but as they advanced deep- in 
er into the province, the peaſants grew into | 
lent, and one of them ſeized the commander irg 
of the ten men by his throat; It is very dange- the 
rous coming to extremities with theſe peo- Per 
ple; for if they beat or diftrefs any one, they and 
are puniſhed ſo ſeverely, that they think it beſt or 


to commit murder, to prevent a diſcovery ; andY-con 
if that is found out, they even then ſometimes "the 
hide themſelves in their mountains. The houſe ten 
aſſigned Mr. Hanway for his lodging, being in- nin 
habited by women and children, that humane thei 
gentleman thought it his duty to comply with ing 
their intreaties, and therefore removed, and five 
pitched his tent: but night drawing on, ha thei 


diſcovered that he was in a very bad neighbour- eng 
hood ; for the villagers had appeared in arms 


m the late rebellion, and theſe people, imagin A 
ing him to be extremely rich, -would not bg 7 : 
tua 


perſuaded, but that all the braſs buttons wy 
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dy thoſe in his company were of gold: their 
Chief boaſted of his great dexterity in the uſe 
of fire-arms; as a ſpecimen of which before 
it was. dark, he killed a ſmall bird on a lofty tree 
with a-ſingle ball. The villagers, however, be- 
ing now filed with apprehenſions, that this con- 
voy had orders to ſeize them, took their arms 
and retired. The inhabitants of the neighbour- 
ing mountains were no leſs diſaffected, and ſeve- 
ral horſemen entered the village in the night: 
but finding Mr. -Hanway and his company on 
their guard, they turned back, | 

The dangerous:ſituation our Author had been 
in durirg the night, made him leave this, place 
with great ſatis faction. By ſeven in the morn- 
ing, the ſun was extremely hot; but he found 
the Perffans were not ſo afraid of the ſun as the 
Pertugueſe, who ſeldom travel without a cloak 


and umbrella, and alſo uſe ſcull-caps of paper, 
bor a cabbage leaf under their hats; but the 
d common people here only ſecure the crown of 
5% "the head with a filk quilted ſcull-cap, and of- 
eY ten leave the reſt of the head bare. About 
nine they took ſhelter in a wood, and pitched 
ze their tents, reſolving to travel only in the even- 
hY ing or at night. On the 57th they travelled 
id five leagues, and early the next morning ſtruek 
heY their tents ; but the ſoldiers, contrary to their 
r-J engagement, had left them in the night to take 
m4 care of themſelves. 

ni As they approached towards. Amul, the coun - 
be try appeared ſtill more pleaſant: that city is 
ra Situated in:a plain at * foot of Mount Capes 

U.2 2 


5 


— — 
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and is watered by a river, over which is a fine t] 
bridge of twelve arches. The Per/fars have a f1 
tradition that if any Governor or Commander 
paſſes over it on horſeback, he will ſoon be de- 
prived of his office, if not of his life; and 
that whoever would not be perſued by ill for- 
tune, ought to walk over it: however, tho“ 
the ſtream is rapid and the water, foul, the 
Perſlans generally ford'it, and as our Author did 
not chuſe to be regarded as a perſon excluded 
from the common bounties of Heaven, he 
thought proper to walk over the bridge, lead- 
ing his horſe, He there found the ruins of an 
old fortreſs, which had been built of brick, 
and had been ſtronger and more regular than 
any building of that kind he had ſeen in Pera. 
Here is allo a palace built with ſtone, in which 
the famous Shah Abbas often reſided : it com- 
mands a pleaſant proſpect, and is well contrived } 
for coolneſs and convenience. The garden is 
remarkable for the ſize and height of its cypreſs | 
trees. : 
In this city Mr. Hanwaoy met a writer in the | 
ſervice of Mahommed Khan, who received him 
with great civility, and expreſſed much con- 
cern at his being ignorant of his circumſtances, 
when he was in his company retiring before the 
Turkumans, Having given him an account of 
the ſuppreſſion of the rebellion ; he invited him 
to hear his muſic : one inſtrument reſembled 2 a 
flute, another a guittar, and a third a kettle- 
drum, at the ſame time an old man and two 
boys ſung and danced. The laſt accompliſh- 
ment is taught to none but thoſe who hire 
x themſelves 


ta 


9 
= 
* 
75 
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themſelves to divert others: dancing being con- 
ſidered as mean and 1gnoble. The boys mov- 
ed their heads, legs, and arms, in a very ex- 
travagant manner, The writer then ſent for a 
prieſt, remarkable for being a good finger, who 
raiſed his voice to an amazing degree ; "bis qua- 
vers were mixed with harſh guttural ſounds, and 
the diſtortions of his viſage, created horror ra- 
ther than delight; nor was the inſtrumental 
muſic leſs diſagreeable. 

The people of Amul, as in many other parts 
of this coaſt, begin in May to retire into the 
neighbouring mountains, where they hve in 
tents, and enjoy cool breezes, delightful ſhades, 
plenty of fruit, the moſt delicious water, with 
an extenſive proſpect of a fine country below 
them. They have a great deal of rice and wheat, 
and alſo printed cottons, in which articles they 
trade with the neighbouring provinces. 

On the gth in the evening Mr. Hanrway leſt 
Amul, and travelled through a delightful coun- 
try *till two in the morning, when after reſtin 
with his company in tents, they departed for 
Balfruſh, the capital of the province. He there 
learnt that upon the news of the defeat of the 
rebels, the Governor appointed by Sadec Aga 
was ſeized, and holes being cut in his fleſh, 
Iighted candles were fixed in them. In this bar- 
barous manner this unhappy rebel was led naked 
about the market place, till he expired with loſs 
of blood. 

On the 11th, Mr. Hanauay vinted D⁰,ð,4 
Khan, whoſe hook was In a delightful ſituation 


a few miles from the city. It had nothing like 
V3 crandeur ; 


—— — — — 
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grandeur ; but the adjacent woods and rivulets 

gave it an air of ſimplicity, and rendered it 

more pleaſant than the moſt magnificent palace, 

where nothing is to be ſeen but finiſhed ſtrokes | 

of art. In the area before the houſe, 150 men 

were drawn up under arms in two double lines. 

Mr. Hanway alighted at ſome yards diſtance, 

and bowing with fis hand on his breaſt, advanc- 

ed towards the Khan, who was ſeated in his 

aviam, and received him with great expreſſions | 

of kindneſs, and as a proof of his regard, 

releaſed a man who was tied and condemned 

to be beaten, telling our Author that he did it 
for his ſake, and to do him honour, Mr. Han- 

way made him a preſent of ſome fine cloths, | 

and a caſe of choice drams, of which the Khan 

was immoderately fond. Having prevailed on 

d our Author to ſtay all night, he ordered poul- 
try and ſheep to be killed, refolving to ſhew Þ 

| Aim ſuch favours as would wipe off the ſtains Þ 

| His reputation had ſuffered by his ill treatment 
of him before, for which he now made an apo- mn 
ogy. After dinner he ſent for the dancers and m 
muſic, who tormented our Author the whole 0 


1 evening; his nerves being too weak to bear q 
| the noiſe made by eight inſtruments and fingers; fre 
| but tho' an European ear cannot be reconciled | pi. 
to their taſte in muſic, yet ours 3s agreeable to it 
N them. When the dancing men had ended, they f ha 


preſented Mr. Hanway an orange, which was ter 
a civil way of deſiring payment for their trouble. the 
At length the Khan invited him to drink bran- it; 
dy with him, and on his refuſal, expreſſed great F - gq 
| furprize, that he, being an Exropean and à 1. 
| Chriſtian, 


3 


e 


* 
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'Chriſtian, was not fond of ſpirituous liquors. 
As ſoon as heretired, the Khan and his compa- 
-nions could not refrain from drinking the ſtrong 
Waters he had preſented him: their uſual way 


is for each perſon:to have a jou of ſweetmeats 


before him, and then they drink their liquor in 
tea cups till they are drunk, which is. generally 
ſoon accompliſhed. 

The next morning Mr. Hanway viſited the 
monument of the Khan's favourite wife, who 


Had been lately buried in a woed near his houſe. 


It had an epitaph, in which, according to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, life was compared 
to a flower that bloſſoms in the ſpring, and in 
the ſummer appears in the full luſtre of its beau- 
ty, but in autumn begins to wither and decline, 
and when winter comes on, every guſt of wind 
blows ĩt to the ground, where it lies and rots. 
Mr. Hanway , having five men for his guard, 
left Balfrußb, and travelled three leagues ans, 
a fine country to Alleabad, where is a palace of a 
mean appearance, but pleaſantly ſituated. The 
moſt important monument of antiquity in this 
country, is the cauſeway built by Shah bas the 
Great, about the beginning of the laſt century, 
from KNeſtar in the ſouth weſt corner of the Ca/- 
pian to Aftrabad, and ſeveral leagues farther, 
it being in all near 300 Exgliſß miles long: it 
has hardly ever been repaired, but as chere are 
tew or no wheel carriages uſed, in this country, 
the pavement is in many places very perfect: 
it is raiſed in the middle, with ditches on each 


fide, and in ſome parts is above twenty yards 


road, From Alleabad to Sari, this cauſewav 
FO 


— * 
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is for above a league together bordered on each: 
ſide by a thick wood, whoſe luxuriant branches 
afford a delightful ſhelter to travellers. 'The 
proſpect is variegated with many avenues that 
open into meadows and fields of rice. 

The inhabitants of Sari were in a miſerable 
condition, complaining loudly of the Shah, 
and no leſs of Sadoc Aga and his Turkuman T ar- 
7ars. Here are four temples of the Gebers or 
worſhippers of fire, who formerly inhabited all 
this coaſt : theſe edifices are made of the moſt 
durable materials, and are rotundas of about 30 
feet in diameter, raiſed to a point of near 120 
feet in height. 

On the 14th they continued their rout through 
a fine country to Afref: the cauſeway is here 
much decayed, but Shah Abas, who was fond 
of this country, built a lodge every two leagues 
for his refreſhment in travelling. From one of 
theſe buildings they had a full view of the great 
mountain Demoan, on which the Per/ians ſay © 
the ark reſted, while the Armenians aſcribe this FJ ..- 
honour to mount Ararat, which is alſo viſible © git 
in clear weather on the weſtern coaſt of the Ca/= * 
fan, if what was ſhewn to our Author was the 
real Ararat. A to 


fl In the afternoon they arrived at A/breff, it 

8 where is a celebrated palace built by Shah 4- I 
| bas, which far exceeds any on the coaſt of the 'F ___ 
1 Cajpian ſea. Over the entrance are the arms cad 


of Perſia, a lion with the ſun riſing behind him, 
; the 
4 alluding to the ſtrength and glory of the Per- FM 
| Han monarchy. Within this gate is a long. 
avenue, on each fide of which are thirty apart- fh 
U ments, © 
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ments, intended for the guards. The next gate 
in front opens into a garden, in the midſt of 
which is a channel made with ſtone, about three 
feet wide and one deep, through which runs a 
ſtream of water that has four caſcades of about 
an ell high, thirty yards diſtant from each other, 
each having a ſmall baſon and fountain: on the 
ſides near. the ſtream holes are cut to fix candles 
at equal diſtances, to the number of about a 


« thouſand, which muſl have a fine effect. At 


the head of the ſtream is a large ſtone baſon ſix 
ſeet deep. In the adjacent building is a ſump- 
tuous aviam painted with gold flowers well exe- 
cuted on. a blue ground, and ſeveral. portraits 
that ſeem to be done by a Dutchman, but no 
maſterly hand. On the ſides of the aviam are 
ſeveral ſmall apartments, and behind this build- 
ing are three other falls of water, that pour 
down the ſides of a ſteep mountain covered with 
wood, 

The garden chiefly conſiſts of walks bordered 
with large pines, orange, and other fruit trees 
diſpoſed in beds, with ſtreams of water flowing 
between them. From thence they went to ano- 
ther garden much in the ſame taſte, in which 
ſtood the haram ; but though nobody was in 
it, it was conſidered as ſacred, and they were 
not permitted to enter it. Before this building 
was a large baſon of water, and here were alto 
caſcades, as in the other garden, From thence 
they were conducted to a banquetting houſe de- 
dicated to a grandſon of Al; and out of reſpe&t 
to this place, they were deſired to leave their 
{words at the door. The ſolemnity with which 


our 
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our Author was conducted in, ſtruck kim with 
a kind of awe, which was ſoon changed to con- 
tempt, from his ſeeing the room adorned with 
ſuch paintings as could only pleaſe a vohiptu- 


ous Mahometan. Here were alſo portraits of Shah 


Fbas the firſt and fecond, and ſome other per- 
fons, all poorly done by an Zurepear hand. 
They were now ſhewn a fourth houſe and gar- 
den, in which was a ſtately. dome, whoſe = 
was indifferently well painted, and the walls 
were covered with Datch tiles as high as the 
gallery. On an eminence at fome diſtance, 


was a ſmall building that ſeemed intended for 
an obſervatory. The whole commands the view | 
of a very fine country, and of the Caſpian ſea, 
which is about five miles diſtant : the vicinity of 
the mountains on the back of the palace, the nu- 


merous caſcades and the warbling of the birds, 
gave our Author many pleaſing ideas; but the 
unhappy ſituation of the 4 inceſſantly re- 
curred to his thoughts, an = the pleaſure 
he would otherwiſe have enjoyed. 

On the r5th they left-4fref, and upon the 


road met a courier with a letter from Mira 


Mahommed, to beſeech Mr. Hantꝛay to haſten 


his journey, and uſe his intereſt to ſave his 


life. As they approached A/rabad, they met 


feveral armed horfemen carrying home the pea- 
ſants whoſe eyes had been put out, the blood 
yet running down their faces. Near the en- 


trance of the city on each fide was a pyramid 
built of ſtone, whitened over and made full of 


niches ; they were about fixteen or twenty feet 
| 
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in diameter at the baſe, and riſing gradually 
near forty feet, each had a ſingle head at the top 
and the greateſt of the niches were filled 
wich human heads, feveral of which had beards, 
and being ſet a little projecting, added to the 
horror of this ſhocking fight. 

On the 16th of May Mr. Hanway entered 
Alrabad a ſecond time. He now found it a 
fcene of miſery and deſolation: for he was in- 
formed that the execution of that day conſiſted 
in putting out the left eyes of thirty men, be- 
heading four, and burning one alive, who had 
been a captain in the rebel guard: 200 women 
were ſent out of the city, 150 of whom were 
ordered to be fold to the ſoldiers as flaves. 
The next day he paſſed through ſeveral ſtreets, 
which ſeemed to have no inhabitants but ſol- 
diers, and a few old women. Mr, Hamway ſent 
a preſent to Bebbud Khan, the King's General, 
and followed it himſelf ; he found him ſeated 


in his aviam, with his ſoldiers drawn up in a 


femi-circle before him, and was employed in 
judging and condemning the unhappy wretches, 
one or two of whom were brought Fedor him at 

a time. | | 
After the firſt compliments Mr. Hanway took 
the Shah's decree in both his hands, and lift- 
ing it up to his head, delivered it to the Ge- 
neral, who ſtood up to receive it, and raiſing 
it up to his f:rehead, gave it to his ſecretary to 
read. On Mr. Hauway's deſiring that it might 
be ſpeedily executed, he promiſed that it ſhould, 
and then preſented him ſwectmeats and large 
white mulberries, which are a delicious fruit. 
While 


through Russ14 into PESIA. 227 


— ä — 


228 TaaAvELSs of J. HAN WAY, E: 
While he was eating, the priſoners were taken 


from his preſence, and the ſecretary made a a 


complimental ſpeech on the uſefulneſs of mer. 
chants, obſerving that they brought wealth into 
countries, were Fa rviceable to Kings, and ought 
not to be offended by any, but protected by all 
parties. 

After a ſhort repaſt, a priſoner, was ſeverely 
beaten with ſticks, and tlie ſoldiers were or- 
dered to ſpit in his face, and to put out his 
eyes. When the ſoldiers were dragging him 
to execution, he begged with bitter cries that 
he might rather ſuffer death; the General, 
whoſe 2 ſeemied made of the ſame ſtuff as his 
ſword, refuſed this cruel mercy ; and ordering 
him to be recalled for farther enquiry, ſuſpend- 
ed the execution. 

Sadoc Aga, the rebel General, who had a 
principal ſhare in taking Mr. Hanway's cara- 
van of cloth, and infulting him by his jeſts, 


was then brought before the General. When 


T 
1 
F 
} 
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Mr. Hanway ſaw him laſt he was. a youth of 


more than common vivacity, was richly dreſſ- 
ed, well armed, and full of mirth. But alas! 
how was the ſcene now altered! his garb was 
mean, and his eyes were deprived of their 
light; he drooped his head, and his voice was 
changed. The General aſked about our Au- 
thor's goods, and told him he muſt pay for 
them: to which he anſwered, © All I know 
of them is, that they were taken by Ma- 
hommed IIaſan, and by him Jitributed to 
his people. Would ty God that Mahommed 
Hafjan and his whole houſe had been buried 

deep 
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« deep in the earth e're I had heard of his 
« name! And how can I pay for the goods? 
« I have nothing left but this mean garb that 
you ſee upon my back: indeed this is ſuffi- 
*« cient: you have already deprived me of my 
„ ſight, and of what uſe is life to me?“ This he 
expreſſed with that emotion natural to a daring 
ſpirit, but the General cruelly ordered him to 
be ſtruck acroſs the mouth to ſilence him; which 
was done with ſuch violence, that the blood iſ- 
ſued forth. h 

Sadoc Aga being removed, Mirza Mahommed 
was brought with two large logs of wood fitted 
to the ſmall of his legs and rivetted together ; 
a heavy triangular wooden collar was alſo on 
his neck, which likewiſe ſerved as a handcuff 
to his left wriſt. Mr. Hanway might now have 
ſaid, ** How wiſe you are!“ as he ſaid to him 
when he ſaw him laſt; but he had too much hu- 
manity to inſult the wretched, and there being 
no mercy to be found there, he took no notice 
of his former behaviour ; but departed abruptly, 
having his heart too full of the dreadful objects 
he had ſeen. . 

He then viſited Mahommed Hufſein Khan, the 
father of him who was the Governor of A4/ra- 
bad before the rebellion, and had been charged 
with the murder of Shah T;zhmas, the laſt law- 
ful ſovereign of Perfa. He received our, Au- 
thor with great politeneſs, aſſaring him in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, that he would not leave the 
place 'till his buſineſs was done, agreeably to 
the Shah's order; and among other things ſaid, 
„IJ am charged with a particular commiſſion to 
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Mr. Hanway had too much humani 


«« ſee the rebels puniſhed: I muſt do that ſor 
*« which I know I hall be damned; the Shah 
«« will have it ſo, Well! to-morrow is a day 
« of blood, and I will make them pay you, 
„ tho? I pull the money out of their throats,” 
ty to thank 
him for his bloody intention; for tho' theſe 
unhappy rebels had acted as if they meant to de- 
vote themſelves to ruin, yet an oppoſitian to ſuch 
cxecrable tyranny wanted only more force and 
wiſdom to give it the ſtamp of glory : nor could 
our Author behold withous horror, a man, whom 
a blind obedience to his Prince could induce to 
ihake hands with everlaſting perdition. 

The next day in the evening eight Turtuman 
Tartars being taken in the road, were 8 


to that city, upon which the General expreſſed 


reat ſatisfaction, obſerving that many niches 
an his pyramid were yet unſilled; one of them 
being called Sais, and the other having the 
name Mahommed Huſſein Khan. The execution 


of a malefaQor in Per/ian is performed with little © 


ceremony, he 1s taken to a field or open place 
near the reſidence of the military judge, and the 
executioner cauſing him to kneel, he pronounce 
his creed, There is but one God, Mahomme: 
«« 1s his prophet, and Ali his friend:“ his head 
1s then taken off with the motion of a ſabre, 
with a thruſting cut, which in drawing back 
completes the operation, | 
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The Difficulties Mr. Hanway meets with in reco- 
vering his Money and Effets. A Deſcription of 
the Perſian Paper and Int: Of the everlaſting 
Fire of the Gebers near the City of Baku, and 
and of the Springs of Naptha, near the Caſpian 


ea. 
M* Han w¾ay now viſited his good friend 
| Nazeer Aga, who had received a reward 
from the Shah for the ſervices he had performed 
ht during the rebellion. The old man expreſſed a 
xd high ſatisfaction at ſeeing him after the great 
es dangers to which they had both been expoſed. 
mY A few days after Nazeer Aga informed Mr, Han- 
heFvay by letter, of the arrival of Captain Nod 
on roſe in Aftrabad bay; and as the Turkumans and 
tle Oourejoys were in arms againſt the Per/fans, and 
accY poſſeſſed a great number of boats, he thought 
theſſit unſafe for the ſhip to be in the road. In an- 
ces ſwer to this letter our Author thanked him for 
re0Y his advice, and told him that he did not fear 
eacYthoſe barbarians; for if they ſhould come in 
Te numbers like a ſwarm of bees, they would 
ae meet their deſtruction from the great guns. 
This was proper language for him' to talk where 
the Turkumans had their ſpies, and were it not 
for the terror of Captain Woedroofe's four three 
pounders, the ſum * was preparing to ſend 
2 on 
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on board might have induced them to attack 


the ſhip at anchor, and as ſome of theſe boats 
had twelve or fourteen hands well armed, they 


might have found it difficult to defend the ſhip : 
however, they had provided Cloſe quarters and 


powder cheſts; ſo that they could not have 


taken it without a manner of fighting to which 
they were entire ſtrangers. | 
On the 21ſt, Myrza Mahommed delivered to 
Mr. Hanwway the greateſt part of his baggage, 
of which he had been ſo careful, as to con- 
ceal it in a well, by which it e'eived ſome 


damage; and alſo paid him as much of the. 


money as was in his hands, as he ſaid was in 


his Reer thougu 1t was evident that if the 
rebellion had ſucceeded, he would have de- 


prized him of the whole; but he hoped that | 


Mr. Hanway would intercede in his favour, 
Thie next morning that gentleman went to the 
two Khans, who were together, and had juſt 
condemned, and. ordered for execution, 21 
perſons, and informed them that Myrza had 


delivered his baggage, and that he hoped he | 
would receive the King's mercy. Mahommed | 


Hufſtin Khan aſked, if he deſired he ſhould be } 


ſaved? to this he anſwered in the affirmative, 


and that he ſhould conſider mercy thewn - to 
Myra, as a particular mark of favour. To | 
which the other replied, ** For your ſake then | 
he ſhall be ſaved: his Majeſty has thewn you 


great honour, and it is my buſineſs to do 
«© the ſame.” Mr. Hanway having returned 


his thanks, and Myrza being ſent for was in- | 


formed 
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formed that for Mr. Hanway's ſake he was par- 
doned, and immediately his collar and log were 
cut of. -- : | 

Our Author had before received, in, ſingle 
pieces and cuts of cloth, ts the amount of 1600 
crowns. A much greater value had been found 
in the city; but the General converted it to 
his own uſe, Some time after he received 
3000 crowns more, and was delired to take a 
part of the payment in female ſlaves, which he 
abſolutely refuſed. At the ſame time the Ge- 
neral, being informed that our Author was 
only thirty-two years of age, expreſſed great 
aſtoniſhment at his hoary — 8 *till he was 
told that what he took for his hair was only a 
wig. 
On the gth of June, Mr. Harway preſſing 
Mahommed Huſſein Khan and the General for 
the payment of the reſt of his money, the for- 
mer wanted him to take his obligations for it, 
payable in ten or fifteen days, and the Gene- 


ral being obliged to march, cried, ** I cannot 
* go from hence without the receipt; the 
cc 


ing will demand it of me, and if you do 
not give it me, I will kill men 'till I get 
* the money:” But Mr. Hanway anſwered, 


J ©* I hope no man will die on my account; 
but I cannot anſwer it to the merchants my 
J << principals, to give a receipt for the money, 
in exchange for any obligation whatſoever.” 


Some days after Mr. Hanway went to Kour- 


1 4iemalla, guarded by five horſe and ten foot 


ſoldiers, carrying with him ſeven bales of cloth, 
X' $ and 


| 
| 
| 
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and nine bags of money, with other things to 
the value of 11,000 crowns, taking care to let 
no-body know when he intended to leave the 
town, till he actually fet out. But he had the 
mortification to be forſaken by his guard, and 


left in a thick wood, three Eagliſß miles from 


the place of embarkation ; he, however, got 
ſafely on board with the money and goods, and 
the next day returned to Afrabad. On the 
29th he went again on board with 5000 crowns 
more, leaving Matteuſs his old Armenian clerk 
and two ſervants to ſolicir for the remainder due 
on the Shah's decree. | 

While Mr. Hanway was at Aftrabad, he re- 
ceived a leiter from the Shah's nephew, who 
was Governor of Meſched, in anſwer to one he 


nad wrote to him in relation to the payment 


for the piſtols inlaid with gold, and other cu- 
riofities, which Mr. Elton had provided for 
him by expreſs commiſſion : but this great man 
had fo little ſenſe of honour, that he returned 
them on Mr. Elor's hands, though they were 
utterly unvendable, aledging that they were 
too good for him. be. 
he Perfian Papers on which they write their 
letters, is made of cotton and filk raps, and 
afterwards a gloſs is ſet upon it by rubbing it 
with a ſmooth ſtone or ſhell ; but it is ſo ſoft 
and liable to be torn, that they roll it up. 
Their letters are wrote on {mall ſlips of paper 
in few words, and with great exaQtneſs, for 
their characters are rather drawn than written, 
no interlineations or blots being ever ſuffered : 


they 


TT a = © @a& at. ado bf as avon as awd ac 


oO Hye ww + 2 


Q 


11 


Through Russ iA into Persta. 235 


they are then made up in rolls about ſix inches 
long, and a piece of paper being faſtened | 
round them with gum, it is ſealed with an im- | 
reſſion of ink, which reſembles our printers 

ink, but it is not ſo thick; it is compoſed of a 
mixture of burnt rice, galls, and gum, and an- 
ſwers the double purpoſe of ink and wax, as 
it ſerves not only for writing, but for ſubſcrib- 
ing with their ſeal. Their pens are made of | 
reeds brought from the ſouthern parts of Perſia; 
and in their rings they wear agates, which ge- 
nerally ſerve for a ſeal, there being frequently 
engraved on them the wearer's name, with ſome 

verſe of the Koran. 

| Mr. Hanway having lived ſome time in a 

| very friendly manner with Mr. Ellen at Langa- 

; rood, went to Lahijan for the recovery of his 

health, he having been for a conſiderable- time, 

very ill; and from thence he removed to Re/#d. 

Mr. Elfen, who had ufed him with the extrem- 

eſt kindneſs, was about this time much offend- 

ed at the condut of Mr. Hanway's employers 

in Europe, for their ſubmiſſion to the Ruſſian. 

court, and being apprehenſive of our Author's 

making a juſt repreſentation of his engage- 

ments with the Shah, which were abſolutely 

inconſiſtent with the views of the Ry/ia com- 

pany, and of carrying on the trade into Per/ia, | 

he ſuddenly became qur Author's moſt bitte | 

enemy. 

Before Mr. Hanway takes leave of Pera he 
gives ſome account of the religion of the Gebers, | 
which is ſtill preſerved by ſome of the poſte- | 
rity of the ancient Indians and erfand. This 

religion 
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religion was founded by Zoroaſter, who lived 


about the year of the world 2860. This great 


philoſopher being ſtruck with the demonſtra- 
tions he obſerved of the perfection of that ſelf. 
exiſtent Being who is the Author of all good, 
and being at a loſs how to account for the in- 
troduction of evil into this world, thought 
there were two principles or beings, one the 
cauſe of all good, whom he imagined reſembled 
the light, the other the author of all evil, 
whom he repreſented by darkneſs. Thus con- 
ſidering light as the moſt perfect ſymbol of 
true wiſdom, and darkneſs as the repreſenta- 
tive of whatever is hurtful and deſtructive, he 
inculcated an abhorrence of all images, and 
taught his followers to worſhip God only under 
the form of fire; conſidering the brightneſs, 
activity, purity, and incorruptibility of that ele- 
ment, as bearing the moſt perfect reſemblance of 
the nature of the good Deity. Thus the 
Per/ians ſhewed a particular veneration for the 
ſun, as the brighteſt image of God; and of- 
fered up their ſacrifices in the open air, and 
generally on the top of a hill; for they eſteem- 
ed it injurious to the Majeſty of the God of 
Heaven, to ſhut him up in walls who fills im- 
menſity with his preſence. 

About 600 years after the firſt Zoroafter, an- 
other philoſopher of the ſame name aroſe, who 
taught, that under the Supreme being there are 
two angels, the one of light, who 1s the author 
of all good, and the other of darkneſs, who 1s 
author of all evil; that they by a mixture of 
light and darkneſs made all things, and are 

in 
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evil predominates. That this ſtruggle ſtiall laſt 


'till the end of the world, when the angel of 
darkneſs, with his followers, ſhall for ever be 


ſeparated from the light; but thoſe who che- 
riſh their ſpiritual nature, and obey the angel 
of light, ſhall go with him into a world where 
they thall be rewarded amidſt everlaſting bright- 
neſs, and triumphant glory. In ſhort, this laſt 
Zoroaſter cauſed temples to be built, in which 
the ſacred fire was ordered to be conſtantly pre- 
ſerved. | | 

Theſe opinions, with a few 4lterations, are 
ſtill preſerved by the Gebery, or Gaurs, the poſte- 


rity, as we have ſaid, of the ancient Indians and 


Perſians, who are very zealous in preſerving 
the religion of their anceſtors, particularly 
with reſpe& to their veneration for fire. 

What is commonly called the everlaſting 
fire, is a phænomenon of a very extraordinary 
nature. This object of their devotion is about 
ten miles from Baku, a city fituated dy an ex- 
cellent haven in the Cabian ſea, on a dry, 


rocky ſoil, where there are ſeveral ancient tem- 
ples of ſtone, ſuppoſed. to have been all dedi- 


cated to fire; but moſt of them were only arch- 
ed vaults, about ten or fifteen feet high. A- 
mong others is a little temple in which the Ju- 
aians now perform their devotions. Near the 
altar is a large hollow cane, from the end of 
which iſſues a blue flame like that of a lamp 
burning with ſpirits, but to appearance more 

pure, 
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in a perpetual ſtruggle with each other. That 


where the angel of light prevails, there good 
reigns ; and where the angel of darkneſs, there 
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pure. This flame the Hdlant pretend has eon- 
tinned ever fince the flood, and they fancy it 
will Taft 'till the end of the world. Here are 
generally forty or fifty poor devotees, who come 
on a pilgrimage from their own country, and 
feed upon a kind of Jeruſahm artichokes, wild 
cellery, and ſeveral other herbs and roots. 
They pretend to make expiation both for their 
own tins and thoſe of others, and continue 
longer in proportion to the number of perſons 
for whom they promiſe to pray. "They mark 
their forehead with ſaffron, and have a great 
veneration for a red cow. 'They wear but little 
cloathing, and thoſe moſt diſtinguiſhed for their 
piety put one of their arms upon their heads, 
or ſome other part of the body, and keep it un- 
alterably fixed in that poſition. | 

At a fmall diſtance from the temple, is a low 
cleft of a rock, in which is an horizontal gap 
two feet from the ground, near fix long, and 
about three broad, froni which mMues à blue 
flame like that already deſcribed ; in ſtill wea- 
ther it burns low, but when the wind blows, 
it ſometimes riſes eight feet high, and yet it is 
not perceived that the flame makes any im- 
preſſion on the rock. The Indians here alſo 
pay their adorations, and ſay that if theſe fires 
are ſtopped in one place, they will riſe in ano- 
ther, Yor what appears ſtil} more extraord1- 
nary is, that the earth for above two miles 
round this place has this property, that on tak- 
ing up two or three inches of the ſurface, and 
applying a live coal, the part uncovered im- 
nediately takes fire, almoſt before the _ 
touches 
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touches it: the flame heats the ſoil, but does not 
conſume it, nor does it affect the earth that is 
near it; but this earth carried to another place 
does nat produce this effect. If a cane, or 
even A paper tube, be ſet. about two inches in 
the ground and cloſed up with earth below, on 
toaching the top of it with a hve coal, and 
blowing upon it, a flame immediately ifſues, 
withqut burning either the cane or the paper, 
provided the edges be coyered with clay; and 
this method they uſe for light in their houſes, 
which have no other floor but the earth: three 
or four of theſe lighted canes will boil water in 
a pot, and thus they dreſs their victaals. The 
flame may be extinguiſhed in the ſame manner 
as that of ſpirits of wine. The ground is here 
dry and fony, and the more Kony it is, the 
flronger and clearer is the flame: it has a ſul- 
phureous ſmell like naptha ; but it is not very 
offenſive. It burns lime to great perfection. 
Near this place brimſtone is dug, and fprings 
of naptha are found. 'The chiet place for the 
black or dark grey naptha, is the ſmall iſland 
Wetoy, which is now uninhabited, except when 
they are taking naptha. The ſprings boil up 
higheſt when the weather is thick and hazy ; 
and the naptha often takes fire on the ſurface ; 
and runs in great quantities in a flame into the 
ſea, to an almoſt incrediole diſtance from the 
ſhore. In clear weather the ſprings do not 
boil up above two or three feet. This oily 
ſubſtance in boiling over becomes of ſuch 2 
confiltence, as by degrees almoſt to cloſe the 
mouth of the ſpring: ſometimes it is quite 


cloſed 
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cloſed, and forms hillocks as black as pitch; 


but when a ſpring is reſiſted in one place, it 
breaks out in another; ſome that have not been 


long open, form a mouth of eight or ten feet 


diameter. It is unpleaſant to the ſmell, and is 


moſtly uſed by the poor among the Perfrans and 


the neighbouring people, as we uſe oil in 
lamps, or to boil their proviſions ; but it gives 


the food a diſagreeable taſte, It burns beſt 
when mixed with a fmall quantity of afhes ; 
and as there is great plenty of it, every family 

is well ſupplied. They keep it in earthen veſſels 


under ground, at a ſmall diſtance from their 


houſes, on account of its being very liable to 
take fre. | - 

In the peninſula of Apcheron there is a white 
naptha of a much thinner conſiſtence, which 
the Rufians drink as a cordial and medicine; 
it is alſo uſed, externally; and is ſaid to be car- 
ried into India, where being prepared, it makes 
the moſt beautiful and laſting varniſh yet found. 
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